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The  purpose  of  this  book  is  to  identify  the  references  valuable  to  the  student  of  the  Capped 
Bust  Half  Dollar  series.  The  text  will  cover,  in  depth,  the  major  works,  and  selected  auctions 
many  of  which  are  rich  in  rarities.  I will  also  cover,  in  less  depth,  other  works  that  will  be  of 
interest  to  the  majority  of  researchers.  The  greatest  emphasis  will  be  on  the  Lettered  Edge 
Capped  Bust  Series  of  Half  Dollars.  Many  of  the  works  also  pertain  to  the  earlier  issues,  but 
this  work  will  focus  on  the  Capped  series. 

The  Federal  Mint  of  the  United  States  had  a difficult  time  obtaining  good  bar  steel  for  the 
manufacture  of  dies.  The  production  of  the  dies  was  an  arduous,  expensive  process  which 
was  completed  mostly  by  hand.  The  central  designs  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  were  hubbed 
with  hand  finishing  required.  The  stars  and  date  on  the  obverse,  and  the  letters  on  the  reverse 
were  all  hand  punched  with  the  dentilated  borders  also  being  hand  cut  into  the  dies.  The 
differences  in  positioning  of  these  stars  and  letters  have  allowed  us  to  identify  the  different 
dies  used  to  produce  the  half  dollars  that  have  been  collected  for  over  the  last  century  and  a 
half.  The  various  engravers  at  the  Mint  have  left  us  a legacy  worth  studying.  They  produced 
at  least  453  different  working  die  combinations  from  1807-1836  which  were  used  to  strike 
the  half  dollars.  These  marriages  resulted  in  the  production  of  82,340,324  halves.  These  half 
dollars  were  the  largest  circulating  silver  coins  of  their  time.  They  served  as  storehouses  of 
value  for  the  banks,  as  well  as  the  staple  U.S.  coin  of  foreign  trade.  Still,  many  were  melted 
down  by  bullion  dealers  when  the  silver  value  exceeded  their  face  value.  This  was  directly 
related  to  the  fact  that  originally  the  coinage  of  the  United  States  was  virtually  equal  to  the 
bullion  value  of  the  denomination.  As  a result,  the  market  value  of  the  metal  sometimes 
became  worth  more  than  the  currency  value  of  the  coins.  In  1837  this  problem  was  solved 
when  the  Mint  began  adopting  the  seniorage  method  of  coinage  by  reducing  the  bullion  value 
of  the  coins.  We  are  therefore  left  with  but  a fraction  of  the  original  mintages  of  these  half 
dollars  to  study  and  collect. 

Many  of  the  remaining  Bust  Half  Dollars  are  in  very  fine  or  better  condition  due  to  the  fact 
that  many  were  stored  by  the  banks  during  the  1800's  (some  even  to  the  1930's  according  to 
Breen!).  There  are  also  many  coins  that  were  part  of  the  Economy  (or  Economite)  Hoard(s). 
The  original  Economy  Hoard  consisted  of  1 1 1,356  Bust  Half  Dollars  hidden  by  the  residents 
of  Economy,  Pennsylvania  when  their  city  was  threatened  by  Morgan's  Raiders  after  the  Civil 
War.  The  hoard  consisted  of  the  following  quantities  of  half  dollars,  according  to  an  account 
found  in  the  COIN  COLLECTORS  JOURNAL  Volume  6,  March,  1881. 
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1794 

150 

1801 

300 

1805 

600 

1795 

650 

1802 

200 

1806 

1500 

1796 

2 

1803 

300 

1807 

2000 

1797 

1 

1805/4 

25 

1815 

100 

There  were  also  a total  of  1 1 1,356  "common"  half  dollars  from  the  dates  of  1808-1836  which 
were  not  itemized  at  the  time.  1 can  only  assume  that  the  totals  for  the  earlier  dates  were 
rounded  off  to  the  nearest  number,  to  account  for  the  even  figures.  The  article  goes  on  to 
state  that  a "well  known  dealer"  purchased  the  scarce  dates,  $4000  face  for  $6500.,  and  the 
only  1794  dollar  for  $22.  This  dealer  was  John  Haseltine,  an  accurate  inventory  of  his 
purchase  has  not  been  found  to  this  date.  His  purchase  did,  obviously,  include  many  Capped 
Bust  Half  Dollars  as  the  report  indicates  his  acquiring  8000  coins. 

The  Economy  coins  which  were  unearthed  in  1878  by  the  residents  of  the  town  and  were 
cleaned  of  the  oxidation  they  obtained  during  their  burial.  John  Haseltine  then  negotiated  his 
purchase  which  was  the  beginning  of  the  reference  collection  that  resulted  in  the  so-called 
Haseltine  type  table  published  in  1881.  The  rest  of  the  coins  were  dispersed  into  the  local 
economies  as  documented  by  Chuck  Erb  in  his  article  ANOTHER  ECONOMITE  STORY 
found  in  the  John  Reich  Journal  Volume  7,  issue  3.  Chuck's  research,  (which  also  suggests 
the  possibility  of  a second  Economy  Hoard),  turned  up  an  article  from  the  Sharon, 
Pennsylvania  HERALD  of  December  22,  1878  which  states  " The  Economites. ..buried 
$100,000  in  coin  of  50C  pieces.. ..which  was  recently  dug  up  and  sold  to  western  banks." 
The  article  goes  on  to  state  that  some  of  the  halves  were  paid  out  to  local  workmen  on 
payday.  These  pieces  are  surely  residing  in  many  of  our  collections  anonymously,  hiding  their 
true  provenance,  possibly  forever. 

The  Haseltine  Type  Table  was  the  first  attempt  to  classify  the  Capped  Bust  Halves  by 
variety  other  than  the  obvious  overdates  and  punch  sizes.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the 
literature  available  for  the  researcher  into  the  Bust  Half  Dollar  series.  At  the  time  Haseltine 
was  criticized  by  his  fellow  dealers  for  examining  the  half  dollars  as  closely  as  he  did.  They 
felt  that  no-one  in  his  right  mind  would  ever  be  interested  in  the  minute  differences  in  the 
individual  dies.  Remember  that  mint  mark  collecting  had  not  yet  gained  widespread 
acceptance  at  this  time,  in  the  late  1800's,  as  Heaton's  treatise  on  mint  marks  would  not  be 
issued  until  1893.  Very  little  additional  research  was  done  on  the  halves  for  the  next  40 
years,  until  Beistle's  work  was  published  in  1929. 

I would  now  like  to  identify  and  review  the  individual  works  that  I have  included  in  this 
book.  I have  chosen  the  works  directly  relating  to  the  die  varieties  of  the  halves,  which  are 
arranged  in  chronological  order  of  their  issuance.  They  will  be  followed  by  the  price  guides 
most  commonly  used  by  the  collectors  of  these  halves,  again  ordered  by  the  date  of  the  first 
edition.  Next,  I will  review  other  works  that  I have  found  valuable  to  the  student  of  the  early 
Mint.  Finally,  I will  review  selected  auctions  that  contained  important  Bust  Half  collections. 
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Haseltine  Type  Table  for  United  States  Dollars,  Half  Dollars,  and  Quarters. 

John  W.  Haseltine  1838-1925 
Philadelphia,  PA  1 88 1 

First  reprint  by  B.  Max  Mehl,  1927  with  additions,  and  the  name  misspelled  as  Hazeltine. 
Second  reprint  as  a part  of  the  Hewitt  Numismatic  Information  Series,  1965. 

Or,  should  this  be  called  the  Randall  Type  table?  More  on  this  later... 

Haseltine  purchased  many  of  the  coins  from  the  Economy  Hoard  in  1878  which  eventually 
became  part  of  his  landmark  collection  that  was  auctioned  in  1881  and  became  the  Type 
Table.  Haseltine  has  been  referred  to  as  a pioneer  in  the  field  of  our  Federal  coinage,  but 
evidence  suggests  that  J.  Colvin  Randall  was  the  true  pioneer  and  that  Haseltine  "borrowed" 
his  research  and  published  it  as  his  own.  Haseltine  and/or  Randall  began  their  studies  when  it 
was  not  even  popular  to  collect  United  States  coins  by  mint  mark.  Other  dealers  of  the  time 
criticized  the  effort  to  catalog  the  coins  by  die  variety  as  a waste  of  time.  They  were  certain 
that  no  one  would  have  any  interest  in  the  minute  differences  in  die  varieties,  much  less  spend 
the  time  necessary  to  identify  them. 

The  scope  of  the  Type  Table  was  limited  to  the  coins  seen  by  Haseltine,  or  Randall,  in  their 
encounters,  as  there  were  no  other  interested  collectors  at  this  time  to  share  information. 
Different  varieties  were  merely  listed  so  that  the  author  could  identify  them.  This  resulted  in 
vague  descriptions  that  could  only  be  deciphered  with  the  help  of  a reference  collection  at 
hand.  The  author  relied  on  descriptions  such  as:  “star  one  further  from  the  bust  than  on  HI.” 
This  was  only  useful  if  one  had  a HI  to  compare  to  the  coin  being  attributed. 

Still,  the  author  managed  to  identify  225  different  varieties  for  the  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollar 
Series  from  1807-1836.  (see  page  77)  The  only  year  in  which  all  varieties  were  successfully 
listed  as  currently  known  was  1815.  The  author  was  woefully  short  in  1827  varieties,  as 
were  most  future  authors. 

The  Mehl  reprint  in  1927  was  a duplication  of  the  original  with  a supplement  in  the  back 
identifying  the  24  new  discoveries  since  the  original  publication.  Mehl  also  misspelled 
Haseltines  name  as  Hazeltine  in  this  edition.  This  reprint  was  issued  by  Mehl  to  help  promote 
the  sales  of  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars  through  his  coin  business.  Mehl,  the  best  promoter  of 
his  day,  rarely  missed  an  opportunity  to  take  advantage  of  a marketing  strategy.  After  all,  if 
he  could  get  a buyer  interested  in  collecting  by  variety  then  they  would  certainly  need  to 
purchase  more  coins  for  their  collection.  This  would  obviously  result  in  Mehl  being  able  to 
make  more  sales,  and  additional  profit. 
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The  1965  Hewitt  reprint  was  an  exact  duplication  of  the  Mehl  publication  of  1927  including 
the  misspelling,  but  in  a smaller  format.  There  is  no  new  information;  however  it  does  allow 
today’s  collector  to  purchase  an  inexpensive  copy  of  the  "Haseltine"  Type  Table. 

Now,  more  on  the  fact,  as  1 see  it,  concerning  J.C.  Randall's  involvement  in  the  project. 
Randall  was  a dealer  in  coins  located  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  near  Haseltines 
store.  He  regularly  consigned  pieces  to  the  auctions  of  the  day  from  1868  to  1885. 
Eventually  he  sold  his  entire  remaining  inventory  to  George  Woodside  (in  1899)  as  his  health 
failed.  He  unfortunately  died  in  1901  without  receiving  his  due  for  the  type  table. 

Adams  lists  the  following  sales  in  which  coins  from  Randall  were  sold: 

E.L.  (Ebenezer  Locke)  Mason 

sale#l  October,  1868 
sale  #6  October,  1 869 

John  W.  Haseltine 

sale  #28  May,  21-22-1877 
sale  #38  July,  29-30-1879 
sale  #40  November,  28-29-1879 

S.K.  (Sigismund)  Harzfeld 

sale  #15  November,  26-27-1880 

George  Cogan 

sale  #2  March,  29-1882 

Bangs  and  Company 

sale  #21  November,  28-1882 

William  Elliot  Woodward 

sale  #77  June  29-July,  1-1885 
sale  #78  September,  15-17-1885 
sale  #89  October,  25-27-1886 

These  are  the  specific  sales  I can  find  that  list  Randall  as  a named  consignor.  I also  believe 
that  he  probably  sold  coins,  on  a smaller  scale,  in  other  sales  of  the  period  but,  to  date,  has 
not  been  identified  as  being  the  consignor.  These  sales,  complete  with  comments  included  in 
their  text,  are  my  basis  for  believing  that  Randall  was  the  true  author  of  the  Type  Table,  not 
Haseltine. 
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The  most  damning  evidence  to  show  that  Randall  was  the  researcher  responsible  for  the  Type 
Table  is  found  in  the  sale  by  Woodward  held  in  June-July  of  1885.  The  forward  to  the  sale 
contains  the  following  quote,  “The  silver  Dollars,  Half  Dollars  and  Quarters,  and  the  early 
gold  represent  nearly  every  known  die  and  combination  of  dies.  In  this  respect  the  collection 
is  in  the  first  rank,  and  it  may  be  said  'it  is  first,  and  there  is  no  second. '...I  close  these 
remarks,.. ..by  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  collection  contains  no  duplicates,  that  each 
piece  catalogued  is  a variety,  and  different  from  all  the  rest,..."  Woodward  continued  at  the 
beginning  of  the  silver  dollar  section  of  the  sale  to  state;  "In  a private  letter  Mr.  Randall 
writes  me:  The  idea  of  a correct  work  on  types  and  varieties  of  United  States  silver  dollars, 
halves  and  quarters,  originated  with  me.  H.  and  myself  were  to  publish  the  work  together, 
but  without  any  consultation  whatever  with  me,  he  issued  for  his  own  benefit  what  he  styles 
the  Type  Table  Catalog.’"  The  coins  in  the  sale  were  then  identified  by  Randall  number  to 
indicate  the  variety. 

Lot  36  contained  the  following  notation,  “This  reference,  and  many  following,  are  to  Mr. 
Randall's  manuscript  work  heretofore  referred  to,  which  it  is  hoped,  in  the  interest  of 
collectors,  may  sometime  be  published.  The  work  is  now  in  my  possession,  and  may  be 
consulted  by  any  collector  interested  in  the  subject  of  varieties..." 

Woodward  continued  to  refer  to  Randall's  work  at  the  beginning  of  the  half  dollar  section, 
"In  this  department  of  the  catalogue,  the  references  by  number  are  to  Mr.  Randall's 
manuscript  work  already  referred  to.  In  some  of  Mr.  Haseltine's  former  catalogues,  this  work 
was  referred  to  under  the  designation  of  H.  & R."  The  half  dollars  are  then  all  attributed  as 
to  variety.  There  is  an  interesting  side  note  to  this  sale  as  it  contains  a section  of  counterfeit 
coins  starting  on  page  50  which  included  10  bogus  half  dollars. 

Where  is  the  original  manuscript  of  Randall's  work  that  was  in  Woodward's  hands  in  1885? 
Has  it  survived  the  years  intact,  forgotten  in  someone's  archives?  The  rediscovery  of  the 
original  would  go  a long  way  in  answering  some  questions  to  Haseltine's  credibility  and  to  the 
possible  genius  of  a somewhat  forgotten  J.  Colvin  Randall. 


6 


A Register  of  Half  Dollar  Varieties  and  Sub- Varieties 

M.  L.  ( Martin  Luther  ) Beistle  ( -1935) 

Shippensburg,  PA  1929 
Reprinted  by  Beebes,  1 964 

The  1929  issues  are  available  bound  in  green  cloth,  with  black  heavy  card  covers,  and  natural 
brown  leather.  The  green  cloth  binding  is  the  most  common  of  the  originals.  I have  found 
the  black  card  covered  variants  to  be  very  scarce,  but  not  prohibitively  expensive.  They  are 
usually  found  in  less  than  desirable  condition  as  the  binding  is  rather  fragile  and  deteriorated 
easily  with  use.  The  leather  bound  issue  was  limited  to  135  copies  and  were  autographed  by 
the  author.  The  reprints  are  made  to  look  similar  to  the  original  green  cloth  bound  editions. 

Beistle  was  the  first  to  attempt  to  identify  all  the  varieties  of  the  Lettered  Edge  Half  Dollars 
(as  well  as  all  the  other  halves  minted  at  the  U.S.  Mints,  1794-1929)  whether  or  not  they 
were  a part  of  his  collection.  He  dedicated  over  12  years  of  study  to  publish  his  work  on  the 
halves.  He  was  assisted  by  David  Proskey,  one  of  America's  great  numismatists,  to  whom  the 
book  is  dedicated.  Another  collector,  E.  H.  R.  Green,  also  supplied  many  of  his  coins  which 
were  illustrated  in  the  plates. 

Beistle  gives  a brief  description  of  early  coining  methods  to  "show  why  there  are  so  many  die 
varieties  and  sub-varieties  of  the  same  date."  He  mistakenly  mentions  that  double  profiles  are 
the  result  of  damage  to  the  die.  We  have  since  learned  that  double  profiles  are  a striking 
abnormality,  not  an  alteration  to  the  die  itself.  He  also  refers  to  the  old,  inaccurate,  use  of 
"suction  marks"  on  the  coins.  Today  we  refer  to  these  as  clashmarks.  Beistle  reviews  the  old 
thinking  that  these  marks  were  caused  by  a great  force  when  the  dies  parted  "drawing"  the 
design  THROUGH  THE  PLANCHET!  He  continues  to  correctly  describe  the  process  of  the 
dies  coming  together  without  a planchet  to  cause  clashmarks.  He  then  "coined"  a new  word, 
AKCIDEFECT  (de  effet  le  accidentel)  meaning  an  accidental  die  defect  to  describe  any 
unknown  markings  on  the  surface  of  the  coins.  Biestle  identified  the  obverses  using  numbers 
and  reverses  were  identified  by  letters.  He  then  labeled  his  varieties  1A,  IB  etc.  He  made 
provisions  for  die  states  by  using  lower  case  letters  to  identify  the  progressions.  One  would 
then  label  the  later  die  states  of  the  varieties  as  la  Aa,  lb  Ab,  etc. 

He  recommended  the  use  of  three  different  magnifiers  3X,  6X,  and  8X.  The  measurements 
were,  unfortunately,  taken  in  fractions  of  an  inch  instead  of  millimeters,  which  was  the 
measuring  system  used  at  the  Mint.  His  work  covers  the  Bust  Halves  from  1794-1839 
including  the  New  Orleans  Mint,  Liberty  Seated  Halves  1839-1891  (all  mints),  Barber  Halves 
1892-1915  (all  mints),  Walking  Liberty  Halves  1916-1921  (all  mints),  the  Commemorative 
Half  Dollars  from  the  Columbian  Expo  through  the  Hawaiian  in  1928,  and  the  Confederate 
Halves  including  the  restrikes.  There  are  7 plates  of  half  dollars  in  the  book  depicting  140 
photos.  These  consist  of  97  obverse/reverse  photos  of  the  1795  half  dollar  varieties.  There 
are  then  three  1810  obverses  pictured  followed  by  obverse/reverse  photos  of  all  the 
remaining  types.  He  also  included  a chart  showing  the  relationships  of  Beistle  to  Haseltine 
numbers  for  the  years  1794-5.  Beistle  also  included  a Numismatic  Primer  at  the  end  of  the 
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book  including  line  drawings  of  a Bust  and  Seated  Half  identifying  the  characteristics  of  each 
(65  in  all).  A bibliography  is  also  included  which  I have  reprinted  here  to  show  the  references 
available  to  the  researcher  in  1929. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Numismatist  Magazine,  The Frank  G.  Duffield,  Editor 

Haseltine's  Type  Table,  1881 John  W.  Haseltine 

United  States  Treasurer's  Mint  Reports  1901-1919-1920-1924 

Kohler's  Compendium  of  U.S.  Coinage Rudolph  Kohler 

Commemorative  Coinage  of  the  United  States Howland  Wood 

Coins,  Tokens  and  Medals,  1913  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office. 

Coins  and  Coinage  of  the  U.S.  Mint,  1881 A.M.  Smith 

Dye's  Coin  Encyclopedia John  S.  Dye 

Plates  Photographed  by  C.A.  Laughlin,  Shippensburg,  Pa. 

Beistle  page  261 


The  full  leather  edition  of  the  Beistle  has  flexible  covers  with  the  edges  of  the  text  gilded. 
The  deluxe  edition  was  limited  to  135  copies  which  were  autographed  by  the  author  on  the 
frontis  portrait  page.  This  edition  has  glossy  plates  which,  unfortunately,  are  overdeveloped 
to  a washed  out  appearance.  This  is  clearly  the  least  usable  of  the  editions  due  to  the  fragility 
of  the  covers  and  the  overdevelopment  of  the  plates.  The  text  is  interleaved  with  blank 
pages,  but  the  information  contained  in  the  text  is  exactly  the  same  as  the  regular  edition.  My 
personal  copy  of  the  deluxe  edition  was  sold  by  Coin  Galleries  in  NY  on  July  19,  1954  for 
$12.50  + .53  shipping  and  handling  for  a total  of  $13.03! 

The  clothbound  and  card  covered  editions  contain  the  same  information  as  the  deluxe  without 
the  interleaving  pages.  The  plates  have  a matte  finish  and  are  actually  easier  to  use  than  those 
in  the  leather  bound  edition.  The  Beebe  reprint  in  1964  is  an  exact  duplication  of  the  cloth 
bound  edition,  including  the  color  of  the  binding.  I feel  that  the  plates  in  the  reprint  are 
actually  the  clearest  of  the  group.  The  1964  edition  is  also  printed  on  a better  quality  paper 
than  the  originals. 
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Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties,  A Supplement 

A1  C.  (Albert  Charles)  Overton 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  1964 

This  19  page,  white  card  covered  pamphlet  was  printed  by  Overton  as  a supplement  to  the 
Beistle  work.  He  listed  the  varieties  discovered  since  the  1929  printing  of  the  Beistle. 
Overton  voiced  his  hope,  in  the  forward,  that  someone  would  undertake  the  complete 
rewriting  of  Beistle’s  work  sometime  in  the  future.  He  further  stated  that  all  varieties  listed 
in  his  supplement,  "may  be  assumed  to  be  very  scarce  or  rare.  The  fact  that  they  were 
unknown  and  unlisted  by  Mr.  Beistle. ..would  indicate  as  much."  Overton  also  voiced  his 
desire  to  produce  another  pamphlet  to  further  update  the  series  as  needed.  This  never  came 
into  being  as  he  published  the  complete  revision  to  the  Beistle  work  a few  years  later. 

The  1964  supplement  listed  nine  new  Pre-Turban  Half  Dollar  die  varieties  and  125  new 
varieties  for  the  lettered  edge  series.  Overton  mistakenly  listed  die  states  as  new  varieties  in 
this  work,  an  error  that  was  carried  over  to  the  1967  edition  of  the  Overton  book.  He  also 
mistakenly  listed  three  1823/22  overdate  varieties  that  we  now  refer  to  as  the  Broken, 
Patched,  and  Ugly  Threes. 

This  is  a rather  scarce  and  important  work  as  it  is  the  link  between  the  Beistle  era  and  the 
upcoming  Overton  era  of  collecting  the  Capped  Bust  Halves.  The  supplement  only  illustrates 
the  1817/14  half  dollar,  both  in  early  and  late  die  states.  These  are  the  only  plates  in  the 
work.  The  1817/14  is  also  pictured  on  the  cover  of  the  pamphlet.  Overton  stated  that  he 
believed  that  there  were  only  3-4  1817/14  half  dollars  in  existence  due  to  the  fact  that  the  die 
failed  almost  immediately.  As  of  1995  collectors  have  presently  accounted  for  seven 
specimens. 

Bust  Half  Dollar  Major  Die  Varieties 

Pat  Patton,  self  published 
Bethel  Park,  PA  1967 

This  card  covered  14  page  pamphlet  is  photo  orientated  to  describe  the  "Redbook  Varieties" 
of  the  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars.  It  was  intended  for  use  by  the  beginning  collector  as  Patton 
stated  in  his  forward:  "Most  literature  written  about  bust  half  dollars  is  rather  complicated 
until  a fair  knowledge  of  the  coins  themselves  is  obtained.  Some  of  the  descriptions  of 
specific  coins  give  reference  to  other  coins  which  one  must  have  for  comparison."  Patton 
further  states  that  his  book  is  not  complete  and  urges  the  reader  to  obtain  the  Beistle, 
Haseltine,  and/or  the  Overton  Supplement  for  more  information. 

The  photographs  are  enlargements  of  portions  of  the  coins  that  illustrate  the  die 
characteristics  described  in  the  text.  The  illustrations  are  all  of  coins  that  were  in  Patton's 
personal  collection.  There  are  55  photos  of  the  57  descriptions  covering  the  years  of  1803- 
1836.  Patton  also  listed  the  Beistle  numbers  corresponding  to  the  varieties  listed.  The 
beginning  collector  could  easily  use  the  Patton  to  begin  their  journey  into  the  world  of  the 
Capped  Bust  Half  Dollar. 
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Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  1794-1836 

A1  C.  (Albert  Charles)  Overton 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  1967 
Second  edition  1970 

Third  edition,  edited  by  Donald  Parsley,  1990 

The  first  edition  in  1967  was  referred  to  as  "A  revision  and  enlargement  of  Early  Half  Dollar 
Die  Varieties  a Supplement"  which  was  issued  in  1964.  The  issuance  of  this  book  ushered 
in  Bust  Half  variety  collecting  as  we  know  it  today.  Overton  prepared  the  first  printed 
methodology  to  determine  the  variety  of  each  half  dollar.  He  also  included  halftone 
illustrations  of  many  of  the  varieties  to  aid  in  their  identification. 

The  first  edition,  however,  was  still  quite  difficult  for  the  beginning  collector  to  use.  Overton 
listed  die  states  and  edge  blunders  as  separate  varieties.  This  caused  confusion  and 
unnecessary  duplication  in  trying  to  complete  a collection.  The  first  edition's  greatest  benefit 
proved  to  be  the  system  of  charting  stars  to  help  identify  the  obverse  die.  This  is  the  first  step 
used  for  identification;  a step  that  is  consistently  followed  from  year  to  year-no  more  “hit  or 
miss”  attempts  to  find  a “fingerprint”,  or  identifying  mark,  as  Beistle  had  used  38  years 
earlier. 

The  revised  edition  of  1970  further  simplified  identification  of  the  varieties.  Overton 
combined  the  die  states  into  a singular  die  marriage  designation.  He  also  dropped  the  edge 
blunders  as  varieties.  This  allowed  collectors  to  positively  identify  and  collect  only  one  of 
each  marriage  for  their  collections.  Overton  advocated  the  addition  of  a letter  suffix  to 
identify  die  states  for  those  who  wished  to  collect  the  minor  differences  in  die  degradation  for 
the  varieties. 

Overton  also  expanded  the  number  of  illustrations  in  the  revised  edition.  This,  in  addition  to 
his  quick-finding  keys,  allowed  the  collector  to  quickly  identify  most  varieties.  There  were, 
however,  some  varieties  that  still  did  not  have  illustrations. 

The  third  edition  is  a 710  page  monster  and  is  the  most  up  to  date  volume  on  the  varieties  of 
Bust  Half  Dollars.  The  most  impressive,  and  valuable,  contribution  of  the  new  edition  is  the 
2X  photographs  of  EVERY  variety.  This  greatly  assists  even  the  veteran  collector  in 
attributing  his  coins.  The  new  marriages  discovered  since  the  1970  edition  are  included  and 
illustrated.  The  only  omissions  are  the  crushed  lettered  edge  halves  of  1833,  1834,  and  1835. 
These  were  not  included  because  the  editor,  Don  Parsley,  disagreed  their  being  assigned 
Overton  numbers  by  the  Bust  Half  Nut  Club. 

Parsley  did  include  sections  on  error,  counterfeits,  counterstamps,  and  grading.  He  also 
included  new  illustrations  showing  how  to  use  the  Overton  system  of  attributing  half  dollars. 
The  only  major  drawback  to  this  edition  is  the  size.  Many  variety  collectors  refuse  to  tote 
this  large  a book  to  coin  shows,  relying  instead  on  their  trusted  second  editions,  many  of 
which  are  annotated  from  years  of  research.  Everyone  interested  in  the  varieties  of  Bust  Half 
Dollars  must,  obviously,  obtain  at  least  the  third  edition  of  the  Overton. 
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Bust  Half  Nut  Club  Supplement 

Bust  Half  Nut  Club  1981,1987 

These  green  card  covered  pamphlets  are  supplements  to  the  revised  Overton  book  of  1970. 
They  list  the  new  discoveries  since  the  publication  of  the  revised  1970  edition.  The  original 
1981  supplement  listed  the  10  new  die  varieties  discovered  in  the  previous  11  years.  The 
Bust  Half  Nut  Club  used  the  Overton  method  for  describing  the  new  marriages.  They  also 
included  photographs  to  aid  in  the  identification  of  the  new  varieties.  The  photos  were, 
unfortunately,  of  generally  poor  quality.  The  photos  for  the  1806  0126  and  0127  were 
erroneously  reversed  and  the  corrected  photos  were  pasted  in  over  the  top  of  the  errors. 
There  was  also  a list  of  the  common  obverse  and  reverse  usage’s  for  the  series  not  referenced 
in  the  1970  edition.  The  crushed  lettered  edge  half  dollars  (CLE's)  were  identified  at  the  end 
of  this  supplement  as  "The  Three  Mongrels".  They  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  club 
in  the  mid  1970's  and  were  first  officially  recognized  in  this  supplement.  The  opinion  of  the 
author,  of  that  page  of  the  supplement,  was  that  they  were  not  to  be  included  in  the  set  of 
Overton  varieties.  They  were  described  merely  as  an  attempt  to  recognize  their  existence. 
They  were  not  given  Overton  numbers  at  that  time.  They  have  recently  gained  "official" 
recognition  and  been  assigned  Overton  numbers  by  the  Bust  Half  Nut  Club  (1992).  The  then 
current  roster  of  the  Bust  Half  Nut  Club  (35  members)  was  listed  at  the  end  of  the  pamphlet. 

There  was  a one  page  supplement  made  to  tip  into  the  1981  edition  with  the  discovery  of  two 
new  marriages  (1832  0123,  1794  Ol  10).  There  are  at  least  two  varieties  of  the  first  edition 
currently  known  as  I have  recently  found  one  with  a rubber  stamp  applied  to  the  cover  by  the 
distributor. 

The  1 987  edition  was  printed  when  the  first  edition  sold  out.  The  errors  of  the  first  edition 
were  corrected  and  new  and  improved  photos  were  used.  The  two  newest  varieties  from  the 
supplement  page  were  included  in  the  text.  This  edition  represented  a vast  improvement  over 
the  first  edition.  The  1987  edition  also  included  the  revised  rarities  for  the  series  as 
determined  by  the  membership  of  the  Bust  Half  Nut  Clubs  then  recent  survey.  This  was  the 
first  time  these  new  rarity  ratings  were  published.  The  size  of  the  supplement  grew  from  the 
15  pages  of  the  first  edition  to  23  pages.  The  updated  roster  of  the  club  was  included  which 
by  then  had  grown  to  53  members. 
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Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Coins 

Breen,  Walter  (Henry)  1930-1993 
F.C.I.  Press,  Inc.  Doubleday  1988 

This  is  an  intermediate  book  for  identifying  the  varieties  available  to  the  collector  of  the 
Capped  Bust  Half  Dollar  Series.  The  encyclopedia  expands  on  the  "Redbook  Variety  Set". 
Many  collectors  use  it  as  a bridge  from  the  basic  date  set  to  the  advanced  Overton  variety 
collection.  Listings  for  the  Capped  Bust  Halves  begins  with  #4595,  an  1807  50/20 
mentioning  the  late  die  state  with  the  "beard"  die  crack.  He  continues  until  #4730,  some  136 
varieties  later,  to  complete  his  listing  of  the  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars.  It  is  quite  a challenge 
for  anyone  to  complete  a Breen  set  considering  #4618  is  the  extremely  rare  1817/14 
overdate.  There  are  a few  other  "toughies"  listed  by  Breen  including  the  1812/1  large  8 
(01 01),  the  1827  extra  large  A's  which  is  the  rare  Overton  137,  and  the  1830  large  letters 
reverse  (01 14).  Breen  also  mentions,  and  numbers,  the  crushed  lettered  edge  halves  of  1833, 
1834,  1835.  Also,  he  routinely  references  Overton  numbers  to  help  the  collector  attempting 
to  reference  between  the  two  books. 

Breen,  in  his  introduction  to  the  series,  gives  a brief  account  of  John  Reich,  the  designer.  He 
also  mentions  the  "signature"  that  Reich  applied  to  the  obverse  of  his  dies,  the  notched  13th 
star.  The  work  continues  by  mentioning  the  edge  die  study  by  Dr.  Ivan  Leaman  and  Don 
Gunnet  (which  will  be  covered  later  in  the  Coinage  of  the  Americas  book),  the  Economy 
Hoard,  and  his  opinion  that  Capped  Halves  were  saved  as  bank  reserves  up  to  the  great 
depression  in  the  1 930's.  This  theory  has  been  disputed  by  many  researchers  since  the 
publication  of  this  work. 

This  work  is  the  most  complete  one  volume  reference  available  for  the  United  States  Series 
as  a whole.  It  contains  many  useful  facts,  not  only  for  the  collector  of  Capped  Bust  Halves, 
but  for  anyone  even  remotely  interested  in  American  Numismatics.  This  is  a must  for  any 
numismatic  library. 
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Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States  Coins  and  Currency 
From  1652  to  the  Present  Day 

Wayte  Raymond,  distributed  by  Scott  Stamp  and  Coin  Co.  New  York. 

First  Edition  1935,  Final  Edition  1957  (18th) 

This  was  the  first  annually  issued  price  guide  for  the  United  States  series  of  coins.  There 
were  many  changes  throughout  the  1 8 editions  including,  at  various  times,  the  title.  The  first 
three  editions  were  also  price  lists  of  coins  that  could  be  ordered  from  the  Scott  Stamp  and 
Coin  Company,  which  printed  the  catalog.  The  18th  edition,  in  1957,  was  the  most  complete 
and  useful  of  the  series.  John  J.  Ford  and  Walter  Breen  were  used  as  consultant  and 
researcher  for  this  edition. 

The  Capped  Bust  Series  in  the  first  edition  included  56  listings  of  different  dates  and 
varieties.  This  edition  also  included  listings  for  the  following  overdates  which  have  been 
proven  to  actually  be  other  under  digits;  1820/18  and  1829/1 . The  first  edition  listed  only  two 
columns  of  prices,  Fine  and  Uncirculated,  for  the  dates  1807-1820  and  Very  Fine  and 
Uncirculated  for  the  remaining  dates.  One  can  assume  that  a Very  Fine  coin  listed  by 
Raymond  would  probably  equal  our  current  XF/AU  quality. 

The  final  edition  listed  63  different  dates/varieties  for  the  CBH  series.  The  previous  errors  of 
overdates  had  not  yet  been  disproved  by  the  collecting  community  and  were  therefore 
included.  The  book  still  only  listed  the  two  grades  for  the  coins.  The  1957  edition  contained 
a few  notes  on  the  silver  coins  of  the  U.S.  Some  varieties  are  noted  for  the  CBH  series  and 
explained.  The  1817/4  half  is  noted  to  only  have  one  specimen  known  valued  at  $2500  in 
1934  by  the  owners:  California  Stamp  and  Coin  Co.  of  Hollywood,  CA.  They  further  note 
that  it  has  Beistle's  reverse  B and  resides  in  the  famous  Elias  berg  collection.  They  also  list 
the  1 836  Reeded  Edge  Half  Dollar  as  a pattern,  as  the  weight  was  not  authorized  until  1 837 
by  congress.  I assume  that  Ford  and  Breen  had  not  read  Riddells'  comments,  or  had  chosen 
to  disagree  due  to  the  reason  stated. 

There  was  also  a very  useful  section  starting  on  page  169  listing  "Restrikes  of  United  States 
Coins."  Here  they  listed  many  of  the  items  that  were  to  be  included  in  the  Judd  pattern  book 
with  the  first  detailed  listing  of  the  Crushed  Lettered  Edge  Half  Dollars  (CLE's)  of  1 833- 
1835.  They  are  described  as  all  having  the  same  reverse  die  with  a scratch  from  the  end  of 
the  olive  stem.  This  precedes  the  listing  of  the  proof  dollars  including  the  famous  1804's. 
These  listings  were  either  missed  or  ignored  by  A1  Overton  when  he  wrote  about  the  die 
varieties  of  the  half  dollars  in  1964,  1967,  and  1970. 

This  was  a very  important  source  of  information  and  prices  for  collectors  in  the  1940's  and 
1950's.  Every  collector  at  this  time  probably  had  at  least  one  edition  in  their  collections.  I 
highly  recommend  purchasing  one  of  the  18th  editions  for  historical  perspective  and  the 
excellent  information  contained  between  the  covers. 
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A Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins 

R.S.  Yeoman 

1947-Date;  Ken  Bressett  editor  since  Yeomans'  death 

This  is  the  most  widely  used  general  pricing  guide  in  all  of  numismatics,  usually  referred  to  as 
the  "Redbook"  due  to  the  distinctive  red  color  of  the  binding.  This  series  of  pricing  guides 
replaced  The  Standard  Catalog  of  United  States  Coins  by  Wayte  Raymond  as  the  most 
popular  pricing  guide.  The  first  edition  lists  prices  for  the  Capped  Bust  Halves  in  Fine  only, 
for  the  early  dates,  and  in  Fine  and  Uncirculated  for  the  later  dates.  The  author  also  listed  the 
following  overdates  in  error;  1820/18,  and  1829/21.  These  have  proven  to  actually  be 
1820/19  and  1829/7.  There  were  58  different  varieties  listed  in  the  first  edition.  The  section 
on  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars  was  updated  in  the  1972,  silver  anniversary  edition,  by  specialist 
Stewart  Witham.  Stew  helped  produce  the  current  format  of  71  varieties  that  is  used  through 
the  current  edition.  The  latest  edition,  the  49th  dated  1996,  continues  to  list  the  71  different 
varieties  and  prices  them  in  grades  from  Good  to  Uncirculated.  There  are  many  more 
illustrations  of  the  different  varieties,  as  well  as  pictures  of  some  of  the  edge  variations  found 
in  the  series,  continued  since  the  1972  edition.  Every  beginning  numismatist  probably  has  at 
least  one  Redbook  in  their  library.  The  prices  are  updated  yearly,  but  not  much  change  is 
noted  from  year  to  year  on  the  older  circulated  type  coins.  Many  collectors  continue  to 
purchase  a copy  each  year  to  keep  their  Redbook  collection  updated. 

The  companion  book  to  the  Redbook  of  wholesale  values  titled,  Handbook  of  United 
States  Coins  with  Premium  List,  also  known  as  the  "Bluebook"  due  to  the  blue  binding, 
has  been  issued  since  1942.  The  first  edition  in  1942  lists  29  varieties  of  Capped  Bust  Half 
Dollars  with  wholesale  prices  in  the  grades  Good  and  Fine.  This  series  of  catalogs  has 
continued  to  date  listing  47  different  varieties  of  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars  in  grades  from 
Good  to  MS60. 

There  were  other  price  guides  issued  in  the  early  years  mostly  by  dealers  that  did  not  obtain 
the  acceptance  or  circulation  of  The  Standard  Catalog,  or  its  successor  The  Redbook.  The 
lone  exception  may  be  Mehl's  Star  Rare  Coin  Encyclopedia  and  Premium  Catalog.  I 
have  chosen  not  to  include  The  Star  Encyclopedia  as  it  was  a house  organ  used  by  Mehl  to 
purchase  coins  for  his  inventory,  and  as  such  was  not  an  objective  price  guide.  The 
Standard  Catalog  began  its  life  much  like  this  as  a retail  selling  guide  for  Scotts,  but  evolved 
into  an  objective  retail  guide  for  the  hobby.  These  older  catalogs  can  be  collected  as 
curiosities,  but  have  not  been  included  here  as  their  impact  on  numismatics  was  not  as 
profound  as  The  Standard  Catalog  or  The  Redbook. 
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Bust  Half  Quotes 

5th  edition,  June  1994 
Pierre  Fricke,  Brad  Karoleff 

This  42  page  unnumbered  card  covered  pamphlet  is  modeled  after  Copper  Quotes  by 
Robinson  which  is  the  current  pricing  "bible"  of  the  Early  American  Coppers  Club.  Pierre 
and  this  writer  break  down  the  pricing  for  the  coins  into  "choice,  average,  and  scudzy"  for 
each  grade  of  FI 5,  VF20,25, 30,35,  XF40,45,  AU50,  and  55.  The  R1  and  R2's  are  grouped 
together,  the  R3's  are  in  another  category,  with  the  prices  for  R4-R7's  listed  individually  by 
marriage.  “Quotes”  is  the  first,  and  only,  attempt  to  "guesstimate"  the  values  of  the  Bust 
Halves  by  die  variety.  The  other  pricing  guides  available  by  die  variety  are  compilations  of 
past  auction  prices  realized  lists. 

The  forward  explains,  in  depth,  the  three  tier  grading/pricing  system  based  on  the  EAC 
system  of  net  grading  which  is  a VERY  DIFFICULT  system  to  understand  for  many 
beginning  to  intermediate  collectors.  The  system  is  explained  to  those  who  will  take  the  time 
to  CAREFULLY  read  the  beginning  of  the  pamphlet.  The  reader  is  repeatedly  informed  that 
STRICT  grading  is  needed  to  correctly  use  the  guide.  There  is  also  a short  history  of  die 
variety  collecting  of  the  half  dollars  included  in  the  forward.  The  condition  census  is  also 
discussed  and  prices  for  coins  that  would  fall  into  the  census  are  omitted.  This  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  sometimes  a condition  census  coin  will  sell  for  far  more  than  expected  due  only  to 
two  collectors  desiring  to  own  one  of  the  best  possible  coins  of  a variety. 

I found  Bust  Half  Quotes  an  indispensable  companion  on  my  hunts  for  Busties  before  I was 
asked  to  be  the  co-author.  Pierre  took  a proven  approach  from  EAC  and  converted  it  to  the 
Bust  Half  market,  issuing  4 editions  under  his  own  name.  Considerable  research  went  into 
the  pricing  for  the  5th  edition;  auction  records,  private  transactions,  dealer  price  lists,  and 
communication  with  hobbyists  were  used  to  determine  the  prices.  Pierre  and  I have 
personally  viewed  the  lots  of  many  major  sales  to  ascertain  the  net  grades  versus  the  auction 
companies  grades  in  order  to  place  the  prices  realized  into  perspective.  The  prices  listed  are 
only  ESTIMATES  of  the  values.  Each  individual  collector  must  determine  for  themselves 
what  they  are  willing  to  pay  for  coins  for  their  collections.  I have  always  used  all  the 
information  available  to  help  me  determine  prices  for  the  scarce  and  rare  varieties.  “Quotes” 
is  a handy  companion  for  bourse  explorations. 
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Bust  Half  Price  Guide  June  1987-August  1992 

R.  V.  (Rhonda)  Roederer,  self  published. 

There  is  always  a need  to  document  the  values  of  any  collectible.  Ms.  Roederer  has  chosen 
to  supply  the  collecting  fraternity  with  a survey  of  5500  auction  lots  covering  the  1794-1836 
half  dollars.  She  selected  the  major  auctions  and  fixed  price  lists  of  the  time  period  indicated, 
and  reported  a sampling  of  the  prices  paid  for  the  half  dollars.  She  stated,  in  her  introduction, 
that  the  grades  listed  are  "as  catalogued"  and  that  grading  standards  of  the  past  may  not  be 
consistent  with  the  current  standard.  She  attempts  to  guide  the  reader  to  caution  in  using  the 
prices  realized  to  determine  values  of  coins  viewed.  There  are  always  differences  of  opinions 
on  grade  and  eyeappeal.  The  only  true  way  of  comparing  coins  is  a side  by  side  comparison, 
and  then  there  will  always  be  the  few  times  that  opinions  will  differ. 

Ms.  Roederer  includes  the  following  Major  Bust  Half  sales  in  her  survey: 

1 . Blevins,  Superior 

2.  Brilliant,  Bowers  and  Merena 

3.  Chalkley,  Superior 

4.  Gutscher,  Coin  Galleries 

5.  Willasch,  Superior  Father  Flanagan  Sale 

6.  Pugh,  Superior  Adams  Sale 

7.  Munson,  Superior  Heifetz  Sale 

Other  sales  and  fixed  price  lists  are  surveyed  and  identified.  All  the  prices  listed  include  the 
buyers  fees  charged  by  the  auction  houses.  I will  cover  these  sales,  and  others,  in  depth  later 
in  this  book. 

The  author  listed  higher  grade  specimens  only  for  the  more  common  varieties.  The  major 
rarities  (R5  and  higher)  have  almost  all  the  specimens  reported  from  the  sales.  Information 
included  in  the  line  listing  include:  date  of  the  half,  sale  from  which  the  price  is  obtained,  lot 
number,  sale  date,  Overton  number,  rarity,  grade,  comments  by  the  author,  and  price 
realized.  These  were  all  arranged  chronologically,  and  by  Overton  number,  so  comparisons 
of  the  varieties  can  be  accomplished  easily. 
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Auction  and  Mail  Bid  Prices  Realized  for  R4-R8 
Bust  Half  Dollars  1794-1836 

Steve  Henman 

Self  published,  bi-yearly 

Steve  is  a collector  of  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars  by  die  variety  who  developed  his  own 
database  of  information  on  the  prices  of  the  Bust  Half  Dollars  in  1988.  He  decided  to  make 
his  work  available  to  the  general  public  in  1992  through  the  John  Reich  Collectors  Society 
which  benefits  from  each  copy  sold. 

The  listing  is  for  the  scarce  and  rare  marriages  in  the  half  dollar  series  covered  including  the 
popular  varieties  and  overdates.  The  common  “generic”  varieties  are  not  reported.  Steve’s 
listing  includes  4709  entries  from  all  the  major  auctions,  plus  fixed  price  lists  from  Sheridan 
Downey  and  Stu  Keen.  He  has  4 classes  of  listings;  A,  B,  C,  and  D.  Status  A is  the  official 
catalog  description  with  the  official  prices  realized  list  which  was  available  to  Steve.  Status  B 
indicates  the  same  information  only  the  original  catalog  is  not  in  Steve’s  collection.  Status  C 
is  the  description  from  the  catalog,  but  without  the  official  price  realized.  Status  D is  a listing 
without  the  original  catalog  or  prices  realized. 

The  listings  are  very  complete  with  any  defects  that  were  noted  in  the  original  sales  catalog 
provided.  Steve  also  includes  the  lot  number  from  the  auction  as  well  as  the  date  and  name 
of  the  sale  for  historical  reference.  He  also  routinely  drops  information  10  years  old  that  has 
been  outdated  on  the  listings  that  have  numerous  references.  The  major  rarities,  R6  and 
better,  and  condition  census  pieces  continue  to  have  all  the  records  listed  as  there  are  too  few 
to  edit.  Steve  has  decided  to  include  the  10%  buyers  fee  in  his  listing  as  this  is  the  real  price 
paid  for  the  coins. 

This  listing  is  currently  the  most  up  to  date,  and  useful,  of  all  the  auction  price  listings 
available.  He  is  the  only  author  to  publish  on  a regular  basis  that  is  available  to  the  general 
public.  I recommend  the  purchase  of  a copy  for  anyone  interested  in  the  Bust  Half  Dollar 
series. 
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The  U.S.  Mint  and  Coinage 

An  Illustrated  History  from  1776  to  the  Present 

Don  Taxay,  1966  Arco  Publishing  Company 
Reprints  Available 

This  is  the  most  complete  book  on  the  history  of  the  early  United  States  Mint  in  Philadelphia. 
Taxay  used  the  National  Archives  for  copies  of  original  correspondence,  as  well  as  the 
Congressional  Record,  to  give  us  information  concerning  the  early  Mint.  He  takes  us  from 
the  earliest  attempts  to  create  a Mint  in  1776  through  the  currency  of  the  early  1960's.  We 
are  primarily  interested  in  the  first  Philadelphia  Mint  section  through  the  first  couple  of  years 
(1833-1836)  of  the  second  U.S.  Mint. 

Taxay  explained  the  three  departments  of  the  Mint;  preparation  of  the  dies,  smelting  and 
standardization  of  the  metals,  and  the  actual  production  of  the  coins.  Each  topic  is  covered 
in  great  detail  using  contemporary  correspondence,  accounts,  diagrams,  and  copies  of  the 
laws  concerning  our  coinage.  Many  fine  illustrations  are  used  throughout  the  text,  even 
though  some  have  been  found  to  be  less  than  100%  accurate  by  more  up  to  date  research. 

The  troubles  of  the  Mint  in  Congress  is  chronicled  through  many  references  to  Presidential 
letters  and  Congressional  records  of  the  period.  The  Mint  was  not  a profitable  venture  at  that 
time  and  its  abolishment  was  called  for  on  more  than  one  occasion.  Many  Congressmen 
believed  that  the  nation  could  survive  by  using  the  currency  of  other  countries  which  was 
then  currently  available  for  commerce.  The  use  of  foreign  currency  was  officially  continued 
until  1857  when  Congress  finally  removed  its  legal  tender  status. 

Taxay  also  discussed  the  changes  in  machinery  throughout  the  years  at  the  Mint.  He 
chronicled  the  rebuilding  after  the  1816  fire  with  the  improvements  and  the  new  equipment. 
The  change  from  the  first  to  the  second  Mint  in  1833  with  the  subsequent  improvements  was 
explained.  He  continued  with  additional  changes  through  the  early  1960's. 

Much  more  valuable  information  is  contained  in  this  book  from  the  Gobrecht  era  at  the  Mint. 
The  focus  of  this  paper  limits  my  discussion  to  the  end  of  1836.  This  is  a foundational  text 
on  the  early  Mint.  Every  numismatic  library  should  have  this  title,  and  the  owner  would  do 
well  to  read  it  multiple  times  to  absorb  as  much  of  the  information  as  possible.  Remember, 
some  opinions  have  changed  in  the  last  30  years. 
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Fractional  Money 

A History  of  Small  Coins  and  Fractional  Currency  of  the  U.S. 

Neil  Carothers,  1930.  Reprint  by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  1988 

Carothers'  work  is  amazing  in  its  completeness,  as  it  stands  today  as  the  definitive  work  on 
the  fractional  money  of  the  United  States  over  six  decades  after  being  published!  He  combed 
over  1000  original  documents  and  periodicals  to  obtain  the  information  contained  in  his  book. 
The  work  is  extremely  deep  in  the  coinage  and  laws  governing  the  Liberty  Seated  series. 
Carothers  covered  the  complete  range  of  United  States  currency,  as  well  as  the  origins  of 
fractional  money  itself.  He  explained  the  development  of  fractional  money  from  Lord 
Liverpool's  plan  in  1805,  to  rectify  past  abuses,  to  the  then  present  system  in  the  United 
States  (1929).  The  fundamental  points  of  fuduciary  coinage  are  pointed  out  repeatedly  as 
our  founding  fathers  did  not  grasp  the  great  importance  of  this  system. 

Carothers  explained  the  problems  of  the  colonial  coinages  and  their  failure  to  develop  into  a 
dependable  source  of  small  change.  These  failures  continued  to  plague  the  currency  system 
of  the  United  States  through  1857,  when  foreign  coins  were  finally  denied  legal  tender  status. 
The  Revolutionary  War  period,  with  its  issuance  of  the  Continental  paper  money,  is  explained 
followed  by  the  beginning  of  the  official  coinage  of  the  United  States.  Alexander  Hamilton's 
efforts  to  influence  the  beginning  of  our  coinage  is  chronicled  in  the  next  two  chapters.  This 
is  followed  by  the  chapter  many  of  us  will  be  the  most  interested  in  reviewing. 

Chapter  7 entitled:  From  1792  to  the  Law  of  1834  covers  the  years  in  which  the  Bust  coins 
were  minted.  This  is  followed  by  The  laws  of  1834  and  1837  which  completes  the  review  of 
the  Bust  coinages.  This  should  not,  by  any  means,  be  the  end  of  your  research  into  this 
wonderful  manuscript.  The  information  it  contains  is  invaluable  for  the  understanding  of  our 
nation's  coinage.  The  relationship  of  the  gold/silver  ratio  and  the  coinage  in  reference  to  the 
then  current  economic  situations  is  detailed  throughout  the  work.  The  reasons  that  the  Bust 
Halves  are  normally  found  in  nice  condition,  and  the  fact  that  many  of  the  Seated  coins  are 
well  worn,  are  explained. 

Carothers  was  quite  critical  of  the  legislators  of  the  periods  covered  in  his  book.  The  fact 
that  most  of  them  had  no  knowledge  of  economics  is  clearly  explained  numerous  times.  Our 
currency  system  was  developed,  and  survived,  in  spite  of  the  legislators.  Carothers 
concluded  with  a chapter  outlining  the  10  basic  principles  of  fiduciary  coinage.  Many  are 
basic  to  us,  but  were  not  as  apparent  to  the  people  involved  with  the  development  of  our 
coinage  system.  Seven  appendices  follow  with  charts  showing  mintages,  fineness, 
chronology,  silver  to  gold  ratios,  and  the  laws  pertaining  to  the  coinage  of  the  United  States. 
His  extensive  bibliography  follows  for  anyone  wishing  to  follow  up  on  any  of  the  numerous 
footnotes  presented  throughout  the  work. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  difficult,  and  rewarding,  books  that  I have  read  pertaining  to  the 
coinage  of  the  United  States.  This  often  overlooked  work  should  be  in  the  library  of  anyone 
interested  in  the  coinages  of  the  United  States  prior  to  the  Barber  series. 
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America's  Silver  Coinage  1794-1891 

Coinage  of  the  Americas  conference  at  the  American  Numismatic  Society 
New  York,  NY  November  1-2,  1986. 

Published  by  the  ANS  1987 

This  work  is  a compilation  of  the  papers  presented  at  the  ANS's  third  conference  in  1986. 
This  ongoing  series,  begun  by  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.,  then  president  of  the  ANS,  each  year 
presents  the  most  current  research  available  in  a defined  area  of  the  coinage  of  the  Americas. 
This  conference  contained  1 1 presentations,  7 of  which  were  on  Bust  Coinage,  with  3 related 
to  half  dollars.  The  most  important  work  concerning  half  dollars,  in  my  opinion,  was  that  of 
Dr.  Ivan  Leaman  and  Donald  Gunnet  on  the  different  dies  used  to  produce  the  edges  on  the 
Capped  Bust  Halves.  The  study  of  the  edge  dies,  and  their  deterioration,  led  to  a probable 
emission  sequence  for  the  complete  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollar  series.  This  theory  is  explained, 
in  detail,  by  the  authors. 

The  study  begins  by  crediting  Paul  Munson  as  having  determined  an  emission  order  for  the 
Draped  Bust  Half  Dollars  of  1801-1807  using  the  edge  dies.  He  challenged  the  authors  to  try 
and  duplicate  his  success  in  the  Capped  series.  Leaman  and  Gunnet  describe  the  production 
of  the  edge  dies  as  well  as  identify  the  fact  that  there  were  552  working  bar  dies  for  the 
Capped  series!  They  also  describe  numerous  errors  in  the  edge  lettering  and  tell  how  they 
occurred.  The  authors  continue  by  describing  the  methodology  used  to  determine  the 
emission  sequence  for  the  series.  They  follow  with  date  by  date  analysis  of  the  edges  used, 
marriages  produced  using  the  different  edges,  and  the  emission  order  for  the  years. 

This  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  meticulous  and  exhausting  studies  ever  made  for  any  series 
of  United  States  coins.  The  two  remaining  articles  on  half  dollars  consist  of  one  on  the 
Flowing  Hair  Halves  and  the  other  instructs  the  reader  on  how  to  photograph  the  lettered 
edges  of  half  dollars. 

This  work  should  be  near  the  top  of  a list  of  library  acquisitions  for  any  Bust  Half,  Federal 
Coinage,  or  Seated  Liberty  coinage  admirer. 
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The  John  Reich  Journal 

Official  publication  of  the  John  Reich  Collectors  Society 

The  purpose  of  the  John  Reich  Collectors  Society  (JRCS)  is  to  encourage  the  study  of 
numismatics,  particularly  United  States  gold  and  silver  coins  minted  before  the  introduction 
of  the  Seated  Liberty  design,  and  to  provide  technical  and  educational  information  concerning 
such  coins. 

The  John  Reich  Journal  is  the  leading  journal  for  disseminating  information  on  the  Capped 
Bust  Half  Dollars  (and  other  Bust  Coinages).  Original  research  by  the  membership  is 
presented  in  this  Journal.  The  JR  Journal  was  issued  3 times  a year  from  its  inception  in  1986 
until  it  was  expanded  to  a quarterly  in  1992.  This  is  the  publication  that  everyone  should 
research  to  locate  the  most  current  theories  on  the  coinage  prior  to  the  Liberty  Seated  series. 
Complete  collections  of  the  JR  Journal  are  currently  scarce  as  volume  1,  number  1 (as  well  as 
some  other  issues)  have  been  sold  out  for  quite  some  time.  There  are  plans  to  publish  a 
collectors  volume  of  all  the  information  from  these  issues.  This  would  be  quite  similar  to  the 
collectors  volumes  issued  by  the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club  in  the  past.  Until  then, 
finding  the  complete  sets  will  be  a challenge,  with  the  prices  currently  in  the  $125-$  150  price 
range  (1995). 

Membership  is  almost  a requirement  for  anyone  interested  in  the  Bust  Coinage  Series  of 
United  States  coins.  The  $15  annual  membership  fee  is  certainly  repaid  many  times  over  with 
the  issuance  of  the  quarterly  journal.  You  also  have  access  to  meetings  at  the  annual  ANA 
convention  with  an  educational  presentation  by  some  of  the  members.  In  addition,  there  are 
open  houses  hosted  by  some  of  the  officers  at  major  conventions  where  you  can  meet  and 
talk  to  other  individuals  about  the  Bust  coinages.  This  camaraderie,  and  exchange  of 
information,  is  the  lifeblood  of  the  organization  which  is  something  I look  forward  to  each 
year.  You  can  obtain  more  information  on  membership  by  writing  to: 

JRCS,  PO  Box  135,  Harrison,  Ohio  45030  or 
JRCS,  PO  Box  205,  Ypsilanti,  Michigan  48197. 


21 


Monograph  of  the  Silver  Dollar,  Good  and  Bad 

J.  L.  (John  Leonard)  Riddell,  M.D.  (1807-1865) 

1845  Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Reprinted  by  Sociedad  Numismatica  de  Mexico,  A.C.,  1969 
Reprint  Limited  to  550  numbered  copies 

Riddell  was  the  smelter  and  refiner  at  the  now  defunct  New  Orleans  Mint  and  a professor  of 
chemistry  at  the  Medical  College  of  Louisiana.  He  acknowledged  the  assistance  of  William  P. 
Hurt  M.D.,  the  Mints  assayer,  in  the  preparation  of  the  work. 

There  was  a large  problem  with  counterfeit  Mexican  8 Reales  circulating  in  the  U.S.  in  the 
mid  19th  century.  Riddell  wanted  to  identify  as  many  of  these  counterfeits  as  he  could  and 
illustrate  them  in  a book  that  merchants  and  bankers  could  use  to  reject  the  worthless  pieces. 
He  also  identified  the  "half  crown"  counterfeits  that  included  many  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollar 
reproductions.  He  managed  to  identify  87  different  Bust  Half  Dollar  counterfeits. 

Riddell  attempted  to  educate  the  reader  in  the  foreword  by  describing  the  method  of  die 
preparation  "since  1836".  He  then  went  on  to  describe  the  means  of  counterfeiting  used  at 
that  time,  and  the  means  of  detection. 

Each  section  began  by  illustrating,  and  describing,  the  true  Mint  product.  This  was  followed 
by  the  counterfeit  issues  of  that  design  type.  There  are  some  interesting  facts  presented  by 
Riddell  in  his  work.  He  even  went  so  far  as  to  list  some  pattern  issues  such  as:  J75,  J79,  and 
J83.  These  are  not  Bust  Half  designs,  but  the  fact  that  Riddell  identified  them  as  patterns  and 
that  he  DID  NOT  IDENTIFY  THE  1836  REEDED  EDGE  as  a pattern  definitively  tells  us 
that  the  Mint  officially  considered  it  (the  1836  Reeded  edge)  a regular  issue,  not  a pattern,  as 
Adams  and  Woodin,  and  Judd  would  have  had  us  believe.  Remember  that  Riddell  was  an 
officer  of  the  Mint,  and  that  his  work  was  contemporary  to  the  issuance  of  the  Reeded  edge 
halves. 

Riddell  had  a difficult  time  determining  how  to  illustrate  the  actual  counterfeits  for  his  book. 
He  describes  the  method  finally  used:"...  I at  length  succeeded  in  preparing  Metal  types 
adopted  for  printing,  indirectly  from  the  coins  themselves,  which,  if  they  do  not  always  make 
a handsome  print,  give  a perfectly  correct,  and  I think,  satisfactory  representation.". 

There  was  also  a very  useful  index  included  at  the  end  of  the  work.  The  original  Riddells  are 
rare,  especially  in  nice  condition.  They  were  leather  bound  and  most  saw  heavy  use  leaving 
many  of  the  remaining  copies  quite  worn.  The  Sociedad  Numismatica  de  Mexico  reprints  of 
1969  were  limited  to  550  numbered  card  covered  copies. 

This  work  could  actually  be  called  the  first  die  variety  identification  manual  for  the  Lettered 
Edge  Halves!  This  interesting  book  helps  us  to  better  understand  the  economic  conditions  in 
the  United  States  prior  to  the  Civil  War. 
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The  Fantastic  1804  Dollar 

Eric  P.  Newman,  Kenneth  E.  Bressett 

with  associates  in  research  Walter  H.  Breen  and  Lynn  Glaser 
Whitman  Publishing  Company,  Racine,  WI  1962 

This  work  is  included  here  for  the  recognition  of  the  Crushed  Lettered  Edge  (CLE)  Half 
Dollars  of  1833,  1834,  and  1835.  This  was  one  of  the  first  publications  that  identified  and 
catalogued  these  coins  as  part  of  the  authors  research  into  the  origins  of  the  1804  dollars. 
The  researchers  identified  the  common  reverse  which  was  also  used  to  produce  business 
strike  halves  in  the  year  1836  (0106).  They  proved  that  the  Mint  used  this  reverse  die  to 
strike  the  CLE's  before  using  it  to  produce  the  1836  0106's.  The  reference  to  the  CLE  half 
dollars  is  limited  to  two  pages,  but  it  is  an  important  reference  in  the  history  of  the  Lettered 
Edge  Half  Dollars. 


The  Art  and  Craft  of  Coinmaking 
A History  of  Minting  Technology 

Denis  R.  Cooper 
Spink  and  Son,  1988 


Mr.  Cooper  was  employed  by  the  Royal  Mint  in  England  where  he  rose  to  the  position  of 
Chief  Engraver.  He  retired  in  1 964  and  initiated  his  research  into  the  minting  methods  of 
England  and  Europe.  He  visited  the  various  European  mints  and  the  private  collections  of 
minting  artifacts  available  on  the  continent,  photographing  numerous  presses,  dies,  punches, 
and  other  minting  tools.  His  work  covers  the  time  period  from  600  BC  to  1985. 

What  does  this  have  to  do  with  the  coinages  of  the  United  States  in  the  early  1800's?  It  has 
been  documented  that  we  obtained  our  presses,  rollers,  and  methods  of  minting  from 
Europe.  The  castoff  machines,  and  technology,  were  sold  to  the  fledgling  U.S.  Mint.  Mr. 
Cooper's  review  of  these  methods  and  machinery  is  directly  relevant  to  the  production  of  our 
coinage.  This  is  the  most  complete  book  ever  written  about  the  methods  and  tools  used  in 
coinage.  I highly  recommend  the  purchase  of  this  little  known,  but  valuable,  book  for  the 
library  of  the  serious  student  of  our  Federal  Coinage. 
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Bust  Half  Fever 

Edgar  E.  Souders 
Gold  Leaf  Press  1 995 

Edgar  Souders  is  currently  (1995)  one  of  the  most  prolific  researchers  into  the  Capped  Bust 
Half  Dollar  series.  He  has  written  many  articles  for  The  John  Reich  Journal  and  can  be 
seen  at  many  conventions  viewing  half  dollars.  His  book  covers  many  of  the  little  known, 
and  published,  facts  concerning  the  Capped  Bust  Halves.  Bust  Half  Fever  is  his  personal 
trip  through  the  wonderful  world  of  these  remarkable  coins.  He  covers  the  history  of  the 
CBH,  care  and  grading  of  the  coins,  counterfeits  and  alterations,  individual  years  and  their 
striking  characteristics,  reported  and  estimated  mintages,  and  the  minute  details  of  the 
minting  process  that  brought  us  these  halves.  His  in  depth  studies  include  the  microscopic 
analysis  of  the  letter  and  numeral  punches,  never  before  published  for  the  general  public.  He 
also  relates  the  halves  to  the  historical  time  period  with  specific  examples  of  the  events  for 
each  year  of  the  CBH's  issue.  This  is  particularly  interesting  as  many  researchers,  and 
writers,  fail  to  relay  this  information  to  their  readers.  True  understanding  of  these  coins  can 
only  come  with  the  awareness  of  their  surroundings,  and  the  political  climate  of  their  issue. 

Edgar  strives  to  take  the  novice  collector  through  his  first  difficult  steps  in  collecting,  helping 
him  to  avoid  the  pitfalls  that  so  many  of  us  experienced.  Most  collectors  would  do  well  to 
review  many  of  his  tips  for  avoiding  common  mistakes  made  in  purchasing  Capped  Bust 
Halves.  The  book  has  something  for  everyone  in  its  pages.  The  advanced  collector  will  find 
the  analysis  of  the  letter  and  numeral  punches  especially  useful.  His  information  on  minting 
techniques  is  very  valuable,  something  that  everyone  would  do  well  to  read  carefully.  Edgar 
also  uses  logic  to  estimate  the  mintages  of  the  overdates  in  the  Capped  Bust  series  giving 
some  food  for  thought  as  to  the  accepted  rarity  for  the  dates.  His  research  has  gone  a long 
way  in  dispelling  some  long  time  "facts"  that  have  gone  unchallenged  for  much  too  long. 
There  is  an  incredible  amount  of  valuable  information  inside  the  covers  of  Bust  Half  Fever. 
I strongly  recommend  its  purchase  for  every  numismatic  library. 
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Johann  Matthaus  Reich,  Also  known  as  JOHN  REICH 

Stewart  Witham 
Privately  Printed  1993 

This  47  page  card  covered  book  is  a lifetime  of  research  compiled  by  the  author  on  John 
Reich  stemming  from  his  collecting  of  the  coins  and  medals  from  Reich's  hand.  The  author, 
in  the  forward,  admits  to  his  not  being  trained  as  a historian  or  writer  but  proceeds  to  compile 
the  most  complete  file  of  information  ever  assembled  on  Reich.  His  use  of  contemporary 
resources  for  the  information  results  in  an  unbiased  assessment  of  Reich's  life.  Witham's 
extensive  research  included  personal  letters  of  Reich,  government  officials,  newspaper 
accounts  and  advertisements,  government  records  of  the  U.S.  and  Germany,  civil  records 
from  Germany  on  Reich’s  birth,  baptism,  marriage,  and  the  birth  of  his  child,  as  well  as 
records  of  numerous  societies  for  artists  located  in  Philadelphia. 

The  format  of  the  book  is  choppy  making  for  difficult  reading.  I feel  that  the  information 
would  have  been  better  presented  in  a chronological  order  for  better  understanding.  This  is  a 
small  distraction  when  considering  the  hundreds  of  man  hours  that  were  involved  in 
assembling  this  amount  of  original  research  on  the  life  of  John  Reich  and  his  emissions. 

Witham  begins  the  book  with  the  birth  records  of  Reich  and  his  life  in  Europe  and 
immigration  to  the  United  States.  This  is  followed  with  a chapter  on  his  seals.  Next  we  are 
told  of  his  activities  at  the  U.S.  Mint  and  the  issuance  of  the  official  medals  he  designed.  This 
is  then  followed  by  the  Indian  Peace  Medals  and  the  commemorative  medals  that  he  designed 
before  leaving  the  employ  of  the  Mint.  The  book  ends  with  an  overview  of  Reich's  life  and  a 
review  of  the  missing  links  in  Witham's  research.  There  is  a mysterious  gap  of  approximately 
1 1 years  at  the  end  of  Reich's  life  that  has  not  yet  been  substantiated  with  facts.  There  has 
been  no  death  certificate  or  grave  yet  discovered  for  this  important  figure  in  the  history  of  the 
early  Mint.  There  remains  conflicting  reports  of  the  date,  and  location,  of  the  demise  of  John 
Reich.  The  trail  ends  in  Pittsburgh  in  March  of  1831.  Witham  speculates  that  flooding,  or 
epidemic,  may  have  claimed  his  life  in  that  city  in  1832.  Other  authors  have  speculated  death 
occurred  later  in  Albany  NY,  or  "out  west". 

I recommend  obtaining  a copy  of  Johann  Matthaus  Reich  for  those  of  you  who  are  interested 
in  "the  rest  of  the  story".  The  factual  information  contained  inside  the  covers  is  well  worth 
the  effort  it  takes  to  read  this  book.  The  main  drawback  is  that  it  was  self-published  and 
distributed.  The  press  run  was  500  copies  and  the  author  did  not  offer  them  to  book 
distributors.  Stew’s  recent  death  (1995)  put  the  question  of  future  distribution  of  the 
remaining  copies  in  question. 
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U.S.  Pattern,  Experimental  and  Trial  Strikes 

J.  Hewitt  Judd,  MD  1959 
With  Walter  H.  Breen,  Research 
and  Abe  Kosoff,  Valuations 

Whitman  Publishing  Company,  Racine  WI,  First  edition  1959. 

This  was  the  most  complete  book  on  the  pattern  coinages  of  the  United  States  having 
replaced  the  Adams/Wooden  originally  issued  in  1913  by  the  American  Numismatic  Society. 
It  has  recently  been  made  obsolete  by  the  issuance  of  Andrew  Pollock's  new  work  published 
by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  There  are  many  editions  of  the  book  which  present  very 
little  new  information  since  the  original  in  1959.  There  are  a few  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollar 
patterns  listed  in  the  book,  many  of  which  are  believed  to  be  counterfeits.  The  only  proven 
authentic  listing  is  the  Platinum  trial  strike  of  1814.  The  others  are  either  outright 
counterfeits,  or  die  trial  strikes  by  contemporary  counterfeiters.  This  book,  like  the 
Adams/Woodin,  lists  the  1836  Reeded  Edge  Half  Dollar  as  a pattern;  but  J.L.  Riddell  listed  it 
as  a regular  business  strike.  I accept  Riddell’s  judgment  as  he  was  an  officer  of  the  Mint 
during  the  time  the  1836  Reeded  edge  half  was  issued. 


United  States  Pattern  and  Related  Issues 

Pollock,  Andrew  W.  Ill 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc.  1994 

This  510  page  monster  is  illustrated  with  over  750  black  and  white  photos  spread  throughout 
the  text.  Mr.  Pollock  has  chosen,  in  his  own  words,  “to  write  a new  book  instead  of  updating 
the  old  Judd  work  to  make  the  information  more  accessible  to  current  researchers”.  He  has 
reordered  the  listings  of  the  items  into  seven  sections  each  with  its  own  numbering  system. 
He  has  also  identified,  and  separated,  issues  that  Judd  formerly  thought  official  patterns  that 
have  been  proven  to  be  privately  or  spuriously  issued.  Valuations  have  been  included  from 
the  Auction  Prices  Realized  published  by  Krause  Publications  for  the  period  from  1981-1992. 
There  are  also  appendixes  included  at  the  end  of  the  book  including:  Pattern  Pieces  and  U.S. 
Mint  Policy,  Pattern  Pieces  and  the  Law,  Historic  Coin  Preservation  Act,  and  the 
Judd/Pollock  Conversion  Table.  There  is  also  an  extensive  Bibliography  included  for 
tracking  down  individual  pieces  and  information. 

The  first  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollar  listed  in  the  new  work  is  the  1814  Platinum  strikes.  These 
were  made  from  the  die  paring  matching  the  Overton  107  variety  for  that  year.  The  three 
known  pieces  all  have  lettered  edges.  One  of  the  three  has  no  designation  as  to  the  metal 
used  as  the  other  two  are  marked  with  the  work  "platina"  engraved  on  the  reverse  as  well  as 
numerous  "P's"  punched  into  the  surface. 
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The  next  issue  listed  by  Pollock,  number  51,  is  the  infamous  1832  half  dollar  struck  over  a 
Brazilian  80-Reis  coin.  The  dies  for  the  half  dollar  striking  can  not  be  identified  as  to  the 
Overton  number  and  is  believed  to  be  a counterfeiters  die  trial  strike  rather  than  an  official 
U.S.  Mint  setup  strike  as  claimed  by  Mr.  Pollock.  I personally  believe  that  all  Capped  Bust 
Half  Dollar  strikes  over  both  U.S.  and  foreign  coins  are  actually  the  productions  of 
counterfeiters.  Please  refer  to  The  John  Reich  Journal  Volume  8,  number  4 for  Keith 
Davignon's  opinion.  Keith  is  currently  researching  a manuscript  on  counterfeit  Capped  Bust 
Halves  and  is  considered  the  foremost  expert  on  the  subject.  His  book  should  be  published 
sometime  in  1996. 

Following  that  is  number  60,  the  1 836  Reeded  Edge  Half  Dollar.  Pollock  makes  mention 
that  many  feel  that  this  is  not  a pattern,  but  part  of  the  regular  series.  I believe  he  has 
included  it  here  because  the  former  researchers  have  called  it  a pattern.  I would  like  you  to 
refer  back  to  the  section  on  the  book  by  J.L.  Riddell  where  he,  as  an  officer  of  the  New 
Orleans  Mint,  referred  to  the  1836  Reeded  edge  half  as  a regular  issue. 

The  next  issue  concerning  the  Capped  Bust  Series  is  found  in  the  Die  and  Hub  Trials  section. 
Item  number  3019  is  the  lead  die  trial  of  an  1836  obverse  without  Liberty  inscribed  on  the 
headband.  This  piece  has  caused  some  controversy  as  to  when  the  word  Liberty  actually 
appeared  in  the  minting  process.  This  mystery  is  still  being  debated. 

Pollock  then  reviews  the  Privately  Issued  Restrikes  1792-1869.  Items  6145  and  6150  pertain 
to  an  obverse  die  of  1 806  used  for  a die  impression  in  lead  as  well  as  being  used  to  strike  one 
side  of  a spade  shaped  piece  of  metal.  The  die  was  not  used  to  strike  any  halves  in  1806  and 
has  been  presumed  to  have  been  produced  at  the  Mint  but  not  used. 

Catalog  number  6165  is  a reverse  die  impression  from  the  second  reverse  master  die  type  of 
the  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars.  The  impression  was  made  in  white  metal  and  is  presumed  to 
be  unique. 

The  next  item  is  6195,  a uniface  die  impression  of  an  1811  half  in  white  metal.  This  item  is 
not  illustrated  in  the  book  and  was  previously  recorded  in  the  Judd  Appendix  A.  This  is 
closely  followed  by  6200,  a plain  edge  half  dollar  struck  in  copper  from  the  1813  0107 
obverse  and  the  1810  0104  reverse.  The  next  issue  number  6205  is  the  same  issue  in  brass. 

The  final  listing  is  number  6230  pertaining  to  the  infamous  counterfeit  half  dollars  of  1823. 
Pollock  has  listed  a Reeded  edge  which  is  not  illustrated.  This  precludes  positive 
identification  as  counterfeit  number  1/A,  but  I believe  that  the  piece  in  question  would  be 
proven  to  be  the  1/A  counterfeit. 

This  new  work  on  patterns  is  certainly  the  best  researched,  and  most  complete,  volume  ever 
issued  on  this  series.  As  with  any  volume  of  this  size,  and  scope,  a limited  amount  of  errors 
will  be  evident.  This  issue  should  be  on  the  shelf  of  anyone  who  even  has  a passing  interest  in 
this  fascinating  area  of  American  Numismatics. 
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AUCTION  CATALOGS 


Haseltine  Type  Table  Catalogue 

November  28,  29,  & 30,  1881 

Sold  at  Bangs  and  Company,  NY 

1920  lots  including  314  lots  of  Bust  Halves 

Haseltine  catalogued  this  sale  for  disposal  at  Bangs  and  Co.  in  New  York,  as  was  the  custom 
of  the  day.  He  mentions  that  there  was  more  attention  paid  to  the  earlier  types  of  coins  to 
determine  specific  varieties.  Haseltine  also  comments  that  he  had  sold  some  of  his  rarer 
varieties  before  the  auction  and  that  a description  of  them,  and  others  seen  but  not  in  his 
collection,  was  included  in  an  addenda  at  the  end  of  the  catalog.  Which  incidentally 
contained  no  additional  listings  for  the  Capped  series. 

Haseltine  writes  on  page  3 of  the  catalog:  “The  following  Dollars,  Half  Dollars  and  Quarter 
Dollars  comprise  the  type  table  of  John  W.  Haseltine,  having  been  collected  from  many 
specimens,  during  the  past  five  years,  with  the  view  of  publishing  a work  upon  the  subject. 
Whether  that  will  be  done  is  not  yet  fully  determined.  It  will  be  noticed  that  many  are  very 
rare  varieties  and  the  degree  of  preservation  is  of  the  highest  order.  Such  an  opportunity  of 
obtaining  varieties  may  probably  never  occur  again.  The  numbers  of  the  pieces  in  the  type 
table  are  the  same  as  will  appear  in  the  book  referred  to  above  if  it  should  be  published.” 

There  were  225  different  varieties  listed  for  the  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollar  series  in  the  catalog. 
Many  of  the  coins  were  undoubtedly  from  the  Economy  Hoard  purchased  by  Haseltine  three 
years  earlier.  There  was  no  mention  of  J.  Colvin  Randall  in  the  sales  catalog.  You  all  should 
now  know  of  my  feelings  towards  this  subject  having  read  the  information  on  Randall  and 
Haseltine  in  the  beginning  of  this  work. 

This  was  the  only  major  sale  of  coins  by  die  variety,  other  than  coppers,  in  the  19th  century. 
There  were  no  comprehensive  collections  sold  until  the  following  Gies  sale  by  Stacks  in  the 
1940’s.  I am  at  a loss  to  explain  why  the  copper  fraternity  flourished  while  the  collectors  of 
silver  coins  were  content  to  merely  obtain  a single  date  and  mintmark  coin  for  their 
collections.  I am  sure  it  had  to  do  with  the  lack  of  reference  materials,  but  why  were  they  not 
written?  It  has  taken  us  almost  a century  to  catch  up  with  the  copper  collectors,  but  that  can 
be  perceived  as  a buying  opportunity  for  those  of  us  currently  interested  in  the  silver  sisters. 
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The  A.C.  Gies  Collection  of  Half  Dollars 

Printed,  catalogued  and  sold  by  Stacks  of  New  York 
Listing  of  the  Haseltine  and  Gies  varieties 
Also  prices  realized  from  the  public  auction  sale  on 
Saturday,  October  19,  1940 

Mr.  Gies  began  collecting  coins  in  1 864;  with  the  publication  of  the  Haseltine  listing  he  began 
cataloguing  his  halves  by  variety.  Gies  soon  discovered  varieties  not  listed  in  the  original 
Haseltine  and  assigned  them  his  personal  numbers.  Gies  never  changed  to  Beistle  numbers  in 
1929  when  the  book  was  published.  I do  not  know  if  he  was  still  active  in  collecting  the 
halves  at  this  point. 

His  collection  was  consigned  to  Stacks  for  sale  and  soon  after  the  sale  was  completed  they 
produced  a limited  (100  copies)  hardbound  catalog  that  originally  sold  for  $2.50  each.  The 
69  page  hardbound  catalog  had  the  prices  realized  for  each  lot  printed  alongside  the 
description  and  was  bound  in  blue  cloth.  The  information  was  not  as  complete  as  the  Beistle, 
but  Stacks  still  promoted  it  as  a reference  guide.  The  interesting  part  is  that  the  "limited 
hardbound  edition"  is  actually  more  available  than  most  other  early  hardbound  Stacks  sales. 
The  hardbound  edition  only  includes  the  half  dollar  section  of  the  sale  which  were  lots  362- 
1409,  and  included  all  the  halves  regardless  of  design.  The  first  361  lots  consisted  of  cents 
through  gold,  but  was  not  a significant  collection  by  the  standards  for  the  1940's.  Gies's 
descriptions  were  quite  vague  as  were  Beistles.  Both  men  referred  back  to  other  varieties  in 
their  descriptions  making  it  difficult  to  identify  coins  without  a reference  collection.  Gies  also 
referred  to  "suction  marks"  on  the  coins,  which  we  now  know  as  clashmarks. 

In  the  forward,  written  by  Martin  and  Joseph  B.  Stack,  they  tell  us  that  Gies  began  collecting 
in  1864  and  at  the  time  of  the  sale  was  the  oldest  living  collector  in  the  United  States.  He 
collected  all  the  U.S.  issues,  but  the  half  dollars  were  his  favorites.  I suspect  that  Gies  never 
changed  to  Beistle  numbers  as  he  was  probably  not  very  involved  in  collecting  in  the  1 930's, 
at  the  age  of  60+.  He  did  at  least  keep  current  with  the  new  issues  as  the  latest  date  of  half 
dollar  listed  in  the  sale  was  1937.  There  were  552  lettered  edge  half  dollars  listed  in  the 
catalog  including  the  following  rarities: 
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2 Bearded  Goddesses  a VF  at  $3.25  and  a F at  $1.60 
1808  Fine,  possibly  an  Ol  10  at  $1.35 
1812/1  Large  8 0102  VF  at  $1.20! 

This  was  a very  strong  price  when  compared  to  a common  marriage. 
1815  Unc.  at  $22.50 

1822  Gies  3 "very  wide  date"  0103?  Unc.  at  $2.50 
1828  Gies  1 which  is  the  rare  0123  VF  at  $1.25 

Gies  accumulated  the  following  numbers  of  varieties  for  each  year: 


1807 

3 

1808 

10 

1809 

11 

1810 

11 

1811 

12 

1812 

10 

1813 

10 

1814 

8 (No  1814/13!) 

1815 

1 

1817 

11 

1818 

13 

1819 

16 

1820 

7 

1821 

7 

1822 

14 

1823 

13 

1824 

18 

1825 

18 

1826 

21 

1827 

38 

1828 

20 

1829 

18 

1830 

24 

1831 

16 

1832 

20 

1833 

13 

1834 

22 

1835 

11 

1836  25 

For  a total  of  421  different  varieties,  but  as  one  can  see  by  examining  the  numbers, 
Gies  did  mistakenly  list  some  die  states  as  new  marriages.  This  was  a mistake  that  most 
future  researchers  were  doomed  to  make. 


The  World's  Greatest  Collection  of  U.S.  Silver  Coins 

Numismatic  Gallery 

Abe  Kosoff  and  Abner  Kreisberg 

January  20,  1945:  Dollars 

March  3,  1945:  Quarters  and  Twenty  Cent  Pieces 

April  14,  1945:  Half  Dollars 

May  11-12,  1945:  Remaining  Silver  Series,  Nickels,  and  Half  Cents 

This  was  the  F.C.C.  Boyd  collection  of  coins,  one  of  the  most  complete,  and  valuable,  to  ever 
be  sold  at  public  auction.  Each  of  the  series  was  catalogued  by  the  standard  variety 
references  of  the  time.  The  cataloguers  even  went  so  far  as  to  reprint  the  Haseltine  dollar 
section  in  the  catalog,  and  the  Browning  descriptions  for  the  quarters.  They  were  not  able  to 
do  this  for  the  other  series,  but  did  reference  the  works  and  suggested  their  purchase  (from 
Numismatic  Galleries,  of  course).  There  were  124  lots  of  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars  in  the 
sale.  The  collection  was  especially  strong  in  the  half  dollars  of  1794  and  1795.  A couple  of 
interesting  half  dollar  lots  included:  Lot  98  1808  0110  Fine  estimated  at  $6  and  selling  for 
$2.  Lot  140  was  an  1815  in  VF  estimated  at  $20  and  selling  for  $23,  it  was  followed  by  an 
Unc.  which  brought  the  estimated  price  of  $40.  Lot  1 86  was  a curl  base  1 827  in  VF  which 
was  purchased  for  the  estimate  of  $5. 
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The  William  Cutler  Atwater  Collection 

B.  Max  Mehl 
June  1 1,  1946 

This  collection  consisted  of  2398  lots  of  coins  including  55  lots  of  Capped  Bust  Halves.  This 
was  one  of  the  first  major  collections  to  be  sold  after  World  War  II.  Mr.  Atwater  died  in 
1940  but  the  sale  of  his  collection  was  put  off  until  1946  (due  to  World  War  II?).  The 
cornerstone  piece  to  the  Atwater  collection  was  the  Stickney  1804  Dollar. 

There  were  no  recognizable  rarities,  by  variety,  in  the  collection  as  Mehl  did  not  attribute  the 
coins.  The  major  known  varieties  were  described,  including  an  1 807  small  stars,  the  major 
overdates  plus  an  1829/21 !,  a curl  base  2 1827,  and  an  1832  large  letter  reverse.  Many  of  the 
coins  were  described  as  uncirculated  and  a few  even  as  "semi-proof'.  There  were  surely 
some  pieces  that  would  fall  into  the  condition  census.  The  catalog,  unfortunately,  is  in  the 
traditional  Mehl  style  which  does  not  offer  much  for  today's  serious  student.  This  sale  was, 
however,  one  of  the  most  prestigious  ever  held. 


A Royal  Sale 

B.  Max  Mehl 

March  23,  1948 

Featuring  consignments  from: 

King  Farouk  of  Egypt,  Dr.  Christian  Allenburger,  & Dr.  Russell  Renz 

This  sale  consisted  of  4688  lots  of  coins  from  the  three  consignors.  The  Farouk  consignment 
consisted  of  mainly  foreign  coins,  and  the  Renz  collection  consisted  of  mainly  gold  coins. 
The  Allenburger  collection  contained  the  Half  Dollars  that  I will  review. 

The  consignment  was  catalogued  by  year  and  then  by  denomination  within  that  year.  This 
proved  to  be  a difficult  arrangement  for  research  as  one  has  to  read  through  many  pages  to 
find  the  halves  for  each  year.  Lot  599  was  listed  as  a proof  1807  with  cabinet  friction!  The 
coin  realized  $599,  a very  hefty  sum  for  that  time!  The  Year  1808  contained  lot  617  which 
was  an  Overton  110;  it  was  described  as  Extremely  Fine,  nearly  uncirculated,  and  was  sold 
for  $4.85.  Lot  753  was  described  as  an  1820  large  perfect  date  proof  which  was  purchased 
from  S.  H.  Chapman.  This  coin  sold  for  $40.00.  Mehl  states  in  lot  780  that  Mr.  Allenburger 
endeavored  to  obtain  proofs  whenever  possible  and  that  he  (Mehl)  believed  this  sale  to 
contain  more  early  proofs  than  any  other.  More  Mehl  hype?  Were  the  coins  actually  proofs, 
or  just  early  business  strikes?  Do  we  really  know  what  a Federal  proof  should  look  like? 
Everyone  should  read  Michael  Hodder's  article  in  The  John  Reich  Journal  (Volume  7, 
Number  1)  concerning  Federal  "Proofs"  for  more  insight. 
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Mehl  continued  to  represent  pieces  as  proof,  as  he  even  claims  an  1831  proof  set,  which 
appeared  as  lots  871,  872,  874,  876,  877,  and  879.  He  reserved  the  right  to  sell  the  coins  as 
a set  for  a greater  sum  than  they  sold  for  individually.  The  half  dollar  was  lot  871  and  sold 
for  $58.50,  which  means  that  the  "set"  was  broken.  Lot  890  was  an  1833  Crushed  Lettered 
Edge  (CLE)  Proof  Half  Dollar.  Mehl  described  the  coin  as  having  an  almost  plain  edge  with 
no  milling  between  the  letters  and  states  that  the  borders  are  raised.  This,  as  we  know,  is  an 
actual  proof  and  was  purchased  for  $77.50.  This  was  followed  by  lot  904  which  was  the 
1834  CLE  Half  Dollar  that  was  bid  to  $55.00.  The  collection  contained  another  surprise  in 
that  the  1835  CLE  appeared  as  lot  917  at  $52.50. 

The  Allenburger  collection  of  coins  was  surely  one  of  the  finest  ever  assembled  and  sold.  His 
selection  of  the  best  pieces  available  and  the  purchase  of  so  many  "proofs"  left  us  a great 
legacy  to  study.  Mehl  did  try  to  describe  the  different  varieties  as  best  he  could.  His 
descriptions  were  primarily  of  the  different  die  breaks  and  clashmarks.  With  careful  study  of 
the  descriptions,  and  cross-referencing  the  Overton  book,  one  should  be  able  to  identify  some 
of  the  coins  by  variety. 


The  Empire  Collection 

Stack's  New  York,  New  York 
November  12-15,  1957 
Charles  Cass  collection 

The  Empire  collection  included  57  lots  of  Bust  Half  Dollars,  many  in  high  grade,  none  of 
which  were  attributed.  There  were  "uncirculated"  examples  of  1808/7,  1808,  1809,  1811 
large  and  small  8's,  1812/11  small  8,  1812,  1817/13,  1819/18,  1819,  and  others.  There  were 
also  "Proof'  examples  of  the  following  dates:  1820,  1821,  1822,  1824,  1825,  1826,  1827, 
1829,  1830,  1834  large  date,  1834  small  date,  and  1835.  Many  of  these  coins  may  not  meet 
today’s  criteria  for  proofs,  or  specimen  strikes.  We  do  know,  however,  that  the  1834  small 
letters  half  lot  #1338  would  meet  the  current  criteria.  The  fact  that  it  definitely  is  a proof  lies 
in  that  it  is  a crushed  lettered  edge  striking.  The  ineffective  photo  is  hard  to  distinguish,  but 
the  dentils  on  the  obverse  of  the  coin  definitely  differ  from  those  on  the  reverse.  The  coin  is 
also  identified  as  a former  Allenburger  coin  sold  by  B.  Max  Mehl  in  1948.  Russell  J.  Logan, 
in  his  article  about  the  Crushed  Lettered  Edge  Halves  appearing  in  the  Volume  5 Number  3 
issue  of  the  John  Reich  Journal,  identifies  that  coin  as  one  of  the  known  examples  of  the 
CLE's.  This  particular  specimen  may  be  the  finest  known  of  the  1834  CLE's  and  was  the 
reason  I chose  to  include  this  sale  in  my  review. 
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The  prices  realized  for  the  "Proof'  halves  were: 


1834LD 

1834CLE 

1835 


Date 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1824 

1825 

1826 
1827 

1829 

1830 


Lot# 

1308 

1312 

1313 
1315 

1319 

1320 
1323 

1329 

1330 
1336 
1338 
1340 


$225.  The  only  "True  Proof' 

$86. 


$ 85. 

$180. 

$125. 

$105. 

$105. 

$105. 

$90. 

$65. 

$140. 

$90. 


Price  Realized 


Thanks  to  the  staff  at  Stack's  for  looking  up  these  prices. 


Metropolitan  N.Y.  Numismatic  Convention  Public  Auction  Sale 
The  R.E.  Cox,  Jr.  Collection 

Stacks,  New  York,  New  York  April,  26-28-1962 
88  lots  of  half  dollars  with  only  2 pieces  being  plated. 

Most  of  the  coins  were  attributed  by  Beistle  variety.  The  highlights  of  the  sale  included: 

1807  Bearded  Goddess  XF  Lot  1779  at  $92.50 

1818/17  "proof'  ex  New  Netherlands  sale  #47  Lot  1799  at  $210. 

1820/18  yes,  20/18!  This  was  an  accepted  overdate  at  that  time  which  has  since  been  proven 
to  be  a 1820/19.  This  piece  was  graded  VF  with  an  edge  dent  and  was  represented  as 
Scarce,  lot  1806  at  $24 

There  were  also  4 different  1823/22's!  This  was  also  an  accepted  overdate  at  that  time  that 
has  proven  not  to  be  so  in  the  intervening  years. 

1828  "Proof’  lot  1834  at  $220. 

1829/1  Another  mistaken  overdate  which  has  been  proven  to  be  an  1829/7.  This  piece  was 
graded  "Unc."  as  lot  1841  for  $37. 

1835  "proof,  not  a restrike",  meaning  that  it  was  not  one  of  the  exceedingly  rare  crushed 
lettered  edge  halves,  lot  1858  for  $180. 

There  were  also  numerous  errors  and  counterstamps  in  the  sale.  Stacks  also  listed  some 
patterns  and  trial  strikes,  many  of  which  more  than  likely  have  proven  to  be  counterfeits  or 
counterfeiters  die  trial  strikes. 
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These  included: 


Lot  2130  1813  restrike  in  brass  plain  edge  Unc.  "unique"  $260. 

Lot  2131  Planchet  with  lettered  edge  with  reversed  impression-"PLANCHARD  CUT  OUT 
IN  US  MINT  - 1816"  VF  condition.  Breen  called  it  "whimsical"  as  the  mint  machinery  was 
inoperable  at  this  time  due  to  the  fire.  Theory  had  it  that  it  was  a left  over  planchet  found  at 
the  mint.  It  realized  the  enormous  price  of  $750! 

Lot  2132  1822  double  struck  obverse  $16. 

Lot  2133  1823  struck  on  a large  cent  planchet  VF,  "possibly  unique"  sold  for  $150.  This 
piece  is  probably  a counterfeit  variety  1/A  with  the  silver  wash  missing. 

Lot  2134  1826  slightly  off  center  for  $20. 

Lot  2135  1826  counterstamped  "1833  Whitcomb"  in  XF  at  $10. 

Lot  2137  1829/21  VG  with  the  famous  "Houcks  Panacea"  counterstamp  which  sold  for  $16. 
Lot  2141  which  was  an  exceedingly  rare  Crushed  Lettered  Edge  half  dollar  from  1833.  It 
was  described  as;  "1833  Restrike-  struck  as  a proof  on  an  old  lettered  edge  planchet  in  a tight 
collar,  extremely  rare."  They  also  referred  you  to  the  standard  catalog  by  Waite  Raymond 
18th  edition  on  page  171  for  a more  complete  description  of  the  coin  which  sold  for  $120! 


The  Reed  Hawn  Collection  of  United  States  Coins 

Stack's  New  York,  New  York 
August  28-29,  1973 

The  Reed  Hawn  collection  contained  many  magnificent  early  half  dollars  which  rank  high  in 
the  condition  census  for  the  varieties.  Stack's  plated  some  of  the  finer  specimens  in  black  and 
white  at  the  beginning  of  the  lot  descriptions.  The  plates,  as  was  the  norm  for  that  time,  are 
of  little  use  to  the  collector.  Many  halves  were  described  as  "proof  in  the  catalog.  There 
were  no  major  rarities  by  die  variety  in  the  sale,  but  anyone  interested  in  condition  census 
halves  should  have  a copy  of  the  catalog. 

"Proof  Halves  from  the  Hawn  Sale; 

1 807  small  stars  lot  26  at  $2300. 

1821  lot  58  at  $1400. 

1822  lot  63  at  $1400. 

1829  lot  91  at  $2000. 

1830  lot  93  at  $1250. 

1831  lot  98  at  $1250. 

1836  50/00C.  lot  115  at  $3500. 
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Lester  Merkin  Auction  of  the  AI  C.  Overton  Reference  Collection 
of  Bust  Half  Dollar  Varieties 

New  York,  NY  7/15/74 

The  collection  consisted  of  487  lots  of  Bust  Half  Dollars.  In  the  opening  statement  of  the 
catalog  Merkin  quoted  Overton  as  having  said  that  he  examined  over  10,000  half  dollars  for 
his  research.  The  title  of  the  sale  indicates  that  this  was  the  complete  Overton  collection  that 
was  to  be  sold.  This  could  not  be  further  from  the  truth.  The  coins  represented  in  the  sale 
were  merely  duplicates  from  the  Overton  collection.  There  were  no  major  rarities  included  in 
the  sale.  In  fact,  there  were  not  even  any  current  (1996)  R5's  included.  Descriptions  of  the 
coins  were  abysmal,  consisting  of  only  the  date,  variety  number,  the  then  current  rarity,  plus 
the  condition.  There  were  infrequent  notations  of  whether  the  coin  was  a plate  coin  from  the 
1967  or  1970  edition  of  the  book  (45  pieces  in  all).  Very  rarely  was  additional  information 
included.  The  large  cent  section  which  followed  the  bust  halves  was  described  in  much 
greater  detail. 

This  sale  was  a very  large  disappointment  for  me  as  I purchased  it  in  a book  auction  and  was 
not  able  to  view  one  before  the  purchase.  I mention  it  here  in  this  monograph  merely  because 
the  Overton  name  is  represented  in  the  title.  This  auction  catalog  should  only  be  added  as  a 
curiosity  item  as  it  has  little  research  value,  other  than  identifying  the  plate  coins  sold. 


Jess  Peters  Auctions  Sale  number  72 
Missouri  Numismatic  Society  Sale 

October,  9-10-1974 

Described  by  the  auction  company  as  "one  of  the  finest  collections  of  Bust  Half  Dollars, 
1807-1836,  by  Overton  varieties,  that  has  ever  been  assembled."  This  was  the  collection  of 
then  Bust  Half  Nut  Club  member  Gary  Lonnen.  The  catalog  includes  plates  of  25  of  the  half 
dollars.  The  sparse  descriptions  are  only  one  line  in  length.  There  were  many  high  grade 
pieces  included  in  the  collection,  as  well  as  16  coins  that  are  currently  rated  R5,  which 
brought  the  following  prices: 

1808  01 10  XF  cleaned  $85. 

1809  0101  F+  $100.!,  0104  VF  cleaned  $220.,  0113  VG+  $150. 

01 14  Near  VF  with  rim  nick  $280. 

1811  0113  10%  off  center  XF  $340. 

1820  0107  VF  $165. 

1822  0103  VF+  $75.  This  variety  was  then  listed  as  a R4 

1825  0109  VG  $135. 

1826  0103  F+  $210.,  0115  VF  $52.50! 

1827  01 16  XF  light  scratches  $1 10.,  0123  Nice  VF  $260. 

0145  Near  XF  light  scratch  $140.  This  was  also  listed  as  R4 
1832  0109  Near  AU  $62.50  This  was  then  listed  as  a R3 
0117  F $72.50 


35 


New  Netherlands  66th  Public  Auction 

July ,2 1-22- 1976  904  Lots 

Page  3 of  the  introduction  to  the  catalog  introduces  the  sale  as  "featuring  an  extraordinary 
collection  of  Bust  Half  Dollars  - possibly  the  largest  ever  offered  at  public  auction." 

All  of  the  half  dollars  were  attributed  by  Overton  numbers,  which  was  quite  unusual  for  the 
time  period.  Most  sales  featured  only  the  date  and  condition  of  the  coins  with  some  extra 
superlatives  thrown  in  to  try  to  induce  higher  bids  from  the  buyers.  The  Capped  Bust  Half 
Dollar  section  consisted  of  685  lots,  some  containing  multiple  pieces.  There  were  28  black 
and  white  plates  of  the  halves  in  the  center  of  the  catalog. 

Rarities  included  in  the  sale: 

1807  Ol  1 lb  Bearded  Goddess  XF  lightly  polished  $210. 

1807  Ol  1 lb  Bearded  Goddess  VG  $37.50 
1811  0113  VF  $180. 

1827  0116  F-VF  $30. 

1827  0123  AU  with  a rim  bruise  $250. 

1827  0124  VF  which  included  the  following  description: 

"probably  only  3 known  of  this  extremely  rare  variety"  $450. 

1827  0145  with  the  following  description: 

"Really  mint  state  but  tarnished  and  minutely  eroded;  fully  lusterous. 

Certainly  a peculiar  specimen."  $100. 

1827  0145  XF  $175. 

This  often  overlooked  sale  should  be  part  of  every  serious  students  library  for  research.  They 
are  routinely  available  from  book  dealers  for  around  $20  each  (1996). 


The  Getty  Collection 

Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  May  5-6-1977 

406  half  dollar  lots  in  main  portion  of  the  sale,  with  others  in  different  sessions  which  were 
not  rare  varieties. 

4 color  plates  illustrating  7 Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars 

This  sale  included  the  collection  of  Carl  McClerg  who  was  a member  of  the  Bust  Half  Nut 
Club  (BHNC).  He  reportedly  provided  the  confidential  census  of  the  club  to  the  auction 
company,  which  was  in  direct  violation  of  club  rules.  Many  of  the  members  of  the  BHNC 
refused  to  bid  on  the  halves  due  to  this  disclosure.  All  of  the  halves  were  attributed  by 
Overton  numbers  and  many  had  descriptions  listing  them  in  the  condition  census  as  defined 
by  the  BHNC.  The  auction  company  described  the  coins  as  "...over  400  pieces,  most  of 
which  are,  believe  it  or  not,  are  fully  uncirculated  or  close  to  it!"  Page  31  of  the  catalog 
introduces  the  half  collection  which  follows  over  the  next  23  pages.  The  auction  company 
describes  the  census  of  the  BHNC  and  how  it  was  used  in  the  text  of  the  sale.  This  was 
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followed  by  a short  description  of  John  Reich's  tenure  at  the  Mint.  Many  of  the  pieces  would 
currently  be  in  the  condition  census,  or  very  close.  There  are  many  references  in  the  catalog 
to  the  condition  census  and/or  the  population  of  the  variety  in  the  club  at  that  time.  There  are 
7 Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars  plated  in  color  with  many  more  in  black  and  white  accompanying 
the  descriptions  in  the  text.  This  sale  fractured  the  BHNC  for  some  time. 

The  rarities  in  the  sale  included: 

1 807  Bearded  Goddess  0111b  XF-AU  Lot  682  $220.  Another  in  XF  VLDS  Lot  683  $200. 
1809  0113  F Lot  696  $105. 

1811  0113  Borderline  Unc.  Lot  715  $500. 

1813  0101  50C/UNI  Brilliant  Unc.  Lot  724  $375. 

0101 A 50C/UNI  Unc.  triple  profile  Lot  726  $230. 

1814  01 05 A Single  Leaf  Choice  BU  Lot  742  $300. 

0106  Choice  BU  Lot  745  $290. 

0106  Brilliant  Unc.  Lot  746  $200. 

1817  01 06 A Single  Leaf  XF+  Lot  754  $105. 

1818  0115  Borderline  Unc.  Lot  772  $240. 

1820  0107  "Presentation  Specimen  some  minor  friction"Lot  795  $600. 

1821  0107  Choice  Unc.  Lot  803  $210. 

1822  0103  Unc.  Lot  805  $220.  This  variety  was  then  considered  a R4. 

1824  01 14  Borderline  Unc.  Lot  841  $475. 

1825  0109  XF  lightly  cleaned  Lot  852  $320. 

1826  0103  Choice  Unc.  Lot  863  $525. 

0114  Borderline  Unc.  Lot  873  $170. 

0119  Choice  Unc.  Lot  877  $310. 

1827/6  0103  Uncirculated  Lot  881  $270. 

1827  0123  Almost  Unc.  Lot  899  $660. 

0124  Gem  Unc.  Lot  900  $600.! 

0140  Borderline  Unc.  Lot  91 1 $160. 

0145  Almost  Unc.  Lot  915  $280.  At  that  time  this  variety  was  R4, 
the  catalog  mentioned  that  this  variety  must  be  scarcer  than  the  R4  listing, 
as  only  8 were  represented  in  the  census. 

0147  Curl  Base  2 Choice  Unc.  Lot  917  $375. 

Another  in  Choice  BU  Lot  918  $230. 

1834  0110  Gem  BU  Lot  1053  $525. 


37 


The  Garrett  Collection  Sales 

Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries 
November  28-29,  1979 

Part  One,  Sold  for  The  Johns  Hopkins  University 

This  was  the  first  of  the  Garrett  collection  sales  which  included  some  of  the  greatest  rarities, 
and  best  condition  coins,  to  ever  be  auctioned.  The  59  lots  of  early  half  dollars  contained  no 
rare  marriages,  but  had  many  condition  census  pieces.  The  collection  was  extremely  strong 
in  the  pre-turban  series.  Many  of  the  Capped  Bust  Halves  had  pedigrees  that  were  traced 
back  to  the  beginning  of  die  variety  collecting  from  the  collection  of  J.  Colvin  Randall.  This 
catalog  is  historically  important  and  will  be  of  service  to  the  researcher  of  condition  census 
pieces.  This  collection,  being  one  of  the  greatest  ever  assembled  and  sold  near  the  absolute 
all  time  height  of  the  coin  market  makes  very  interesting  reading.  Some  interesting  lots 
included  in  the  sale  were; 

1811/10  0101  "MS60  Unc.  with  some  claims  to  MS65  or  even  better"!  Lot  292  at  $4200. 
1823  0102  Patched  3 AU55  lot  309  at  $1600. 

1832  0106  "Choice  Proof  lot  322  at  $8000!  This  piece  was  ex  Randall  collection,  as 

were  many  other  halves  in  the  sale. 

1836  No  Overton  number  listed,  "Proof'  at  $34,000!  also  ex  Randall  collection. 

This  was  quite  possibly  another  50C/00. 


Harold  S.  Bareford  Collection 

Stack's  New  York,  NY  October  22-23,  1981 

This  sale  contained  47  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars,  many  of  which  graded  AU  to  BU.  The 
halves  appeared  as  lots  344-390  and  included  the  first  appearance  of  the  1832  0123.  This 
new  discovery  was  misattributed  as  an  Overton  112  as  the  cataloguer  obviously  only  relied 
on  the  dash  date  obverse  for  attribution  without  checking  the  reverse.  This  piece,  lot  386, 
realized  $15,000  as  a proof  specimen  that  turned  out  to  be  a R7  variety  to  boot!  This  should 
be  an  object  lesson  to  everyone  to  always  double  check  the  other  side  of  the  coin,  even  if  the 
obvious  diagnostic  can  attribute  the  coin.  Many  of  the  Bust  halves  are  plated  with  the 
descriptions.  There  were  no  other  significant  rarities,  by  variety,  in  the  sale. 


The  March  Sale  Part  II 

Stack's  New  York,  NY  March  21-22,  1984 

Including  the  John  Glenn  Halsell,  Jr.  collection  of  half  dollars 

This  sale  included  100  Bust  half  dollars  in  high  grade  contained  in  lots  555-654.  There  were 
also  a few  other  halves  included  in  other  sections  of  the  sale  from  other  consignors  which 
were  unattributed.  This  sale  offered  no  major  rarities  by  variety,  but  did  include  some 
"condition  census"  pieces.  Many  of  the  coins  were  plated  along  with  the  descriptions  of  the 
lots.  Two  of  the  most  unusual  coins  by  variety  included  in  the  sale  were  an  1807  0113  small 
stars  in  BU  and  an  1 827  0 1 1 1 R4  in  choice  BU. 
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U.S.  Gold,  Silver,  Copper  Coins  and  Foreign  Gold  Coins 
The  Dr.  George  F.  Oviedo,  Jr.  Collection  of  Half  Dollars 

Stack's  New  York,  NY  September  14-15,  1983 

This  sale  included  84  lots  of  Bust  Halves  in  lots  742-825.  Most  of  the  coins  were  plated  in 
black  and  white  with  the  descriptions  in  the  normal  Stack's  style.  Some  of  the  unusual  pieces 
included  were; 

1807  Ol  14  small  stars  "Proof'  ex  James  A.  Stack  collection  3/75,  Lot  744  at  $3190. 

1809  Ol  10  R4  "Brilliant  Uncirculated"  Lot  748  at  $935. 

1813  0101  50C/UNI  "Brilliant  Uncirculated"  Lot  757  at  $990. 

1814  0105 A Single  Leaf  Very  Fine  Lot  762  at  $231. 

1818/7  O101  "Brilliant  Proof'  ex  C.H.  Patterson  collection  3/73 

also  Clark  collection  10/75  Lot  768  at  $3410. 

1818/7  0102  "Glittering  Proof'  ex  New  Netherlands  47th  sale,  R.E.  Cox  collection  1962, 
also  Maurice  Bauman  collection  12/66  Lot  770  at  $2640. 

1823  O101  Broken  3 "Brilliant  Uncirculated"  ex  Merkin  sale  2/71  Lot  785  at  $825. 

1827  0132  R4  "Brilliant  Uncirculated"  Lot  798  at  $440. 

1828  0118  "Brilliant  Proof'  ex  Winner  F.  Delp  collection  1 1/72  Lot  804  at  $3740. 

1836  0116  50/00  "Brilliant  Gem  Proof'  ex  Reed  Hawn  collection  8/73  Lot  825  at  12,650! 

Lots  of  Gem  pieces  with  impressive  pedigrees  from  earlier  Stack's  sales  were  also  included. 
The  loose  use  of  the  description  of  "Proof'  for  the  Capped  Bust  Halves  was  the  norm  for  the 
period.  This  usage  may  not  stand  up  to  today's  stricter  standards. 


Robison  Collection  of  U.S.  Silver  and  Copper  Coins  and  Colonial  Coins 

Stacks,  New  York,  NY  February  10-13-1982 

62  lots  of  half  dollars,  8 color  plates  picturing  only  1 CBH 

Many  other  halves  were  plated  in  black  and  white  with  the  descriptions.  The  half  dollars 
were  not  attributed  by  Overton  numbers,  but  included  an  1812/1  Large  8 (0101)  in  "brilliant 
unc."  that  actually  was  a common  small  8 as  attributed  by  the  photo! 

There  were  also  two  "proof  half  dollars;  1830  lot  1589  at  $3300  and  1831  lot  1591  at  $4200 
that  were  previously  in  the  Reed  Hawn  collection.  Some  other  selected  halves  from  the  sale 
include:  Lot  1547  which  appears  to  be  an  1811/10  0102  Unc.  at  $525,  lot  1554  1813 
50C/UN1  Unc.  at  $1400,  lot  1571  1821  0107  Unc.  at  $750,  and  lot  1575  1823  0101  broken 
3 in  Unc.  at  $950. 
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The  Leon  Goodman  Collection 

Herbert  I.  Melnick  Auctions 
August  29-30,  1982 
595  lots  of  half  dollars 

This  was  a nice  collector's  group  of  coins  mostly  in  the  VF  range.  There  were  some  pieces 
that  were  listed  as  Uncirculated  but  look  AU  in  the  illustrations.  Many  of  the  lots  are  plated 
with  single  line  descriptions.  This  sale  was  unusual  in  the  fact  that  the  coins  were  attributed 
by  Overton  numbers  at  this  relatively  early  date.  I was  fortunate  enough  to  be  able  to 
participate  in  this  sale  which,  unfortunately,  did  not  include  many  rarities.  I was  able  to 
purchase  the  1807  Bearded  Goddess  for  my  collection  which  was  described  as  VG8.  The 
cataloger  failed  to  mention  the  graffiti  in  the  obverse  field  which  consisted  of  the  date  "1897", 
apparently  applied  with  a pin  or  needle.  I decided  that  the  $75  I paid  was  reasonable  enough 
and  kept  the  piece  a few  years  before  trading  it  on  a better  specimen.  This  piece  would  be 
very  easy  to  trace  to  this  sale.  Does  it  sound  familiar  to  anyone?  The  only  other  scarce 
marriages  in  the  sale  were:  1809  0112  VF20  $110.,  and  1832  0109  VF25  $50.  The  1832 
0109  was  considered  a R3  at  that  time. 

One  of  the  most  intriguing  aspects  of  this  sale  was  the  information  the  cataloguer  included 
about  the  different  hubs  used  to  produce  the  working  dies  for  the  series.  This  was  a very 
unusual  occurrence  for  the  time  period.  The  different  hubs  known  at  that  time  were 
identified  and  illustrated  by  a marriage  produced  from  a working  die  made  from  that  hub. 
This  was  the  first  time  that  an  auction  cataloguer  took  the  time  to  try  and  educate  the 
collector  of  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars  in  the  middle  of  a sale  catalog.  Everyone  should 
obtain  a copy  of  this  sale  for  the  historical  value.  It  was  also  unusual,  for  this  time  period,  to 
have  an  auction  company  list  the  varieties  of  all  the  coins  included  in  the  sale,  even  though 
many  only  graded  VF. 


The  Buddy  Ebsen  Collection 

Superior  Galleries 
May  31,  June  1-2,  1987 

The  Buddy  Ebsen  sale  contained  many  high  grade  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars  starting  with  lot 
1332  and  ending  with  lot  1443.  Most  of  the  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars  were  the  former 
property  of  Charles  Worsmer,  a partner  in  New  Netherlands  Rare  Coins  with  John  J.  Ford. 
He  routinely  put  nice  pieces  away  for  his  own  collection  through  the  years.  Many  of  the 
pieces  are  probably  in  the  condition  census  for  the  variety,  and  any  collector  interested  in  the 
"cream  of  the  crop"  regarding  grade,  should  have  a copy  of  this  catalog  in  their  library.  15  of 
the  Capped  Halves  were  plated  in  the  color  section  at  the  beginning  of  the  catalog.  They  had 
magnificent  toning  that  literally  jumps  off  the  coins.  The  only  true  R5  half  in  the  sale  was  the 
1825  0109  in  "MS  60+"  lot  #1372  which  realized  $2310.  The  catalog  is  in  the  typical 
Superior  style,  picturing  the  coin  in  black  and  white  preceding  the  lot  description  followed  by 
an  estimate  of  it's  value. 
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The  H.W.  Blevins  Estate,  and  the  George  Bodway  Collection  Sale 

Superior  Galleries 
June  5-7,  1988 

414  lots  of  Busi  Halves,  4 color  plates  picturing  only  one  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollar. 

Many  other  halves  were  individually  plated  with  their  extensive  descriptions. 

This  was  the  first  of  the  modern  Bust  Half  sales  listed  by  Overton  variety.  It  is  recognized  as 
the  benchmark  sale  that  propelled  variety  collecting  for  the  half  series  to  levels  challenging 
the  Large  Cent  series.  This  sale  was  the  first  one  where  the  auction  company  treated  the 
Capped  Bust  Halves  with  the  same  respect  that  had  been  afforded  the  Large  Cent  collections 
for  many  years  (i.e.:  Robinson  and  Brown  collections  catalogued  by  Superior).  The  Blevins 
sale  became  the  prototype  for  the  future  half  dollar  sales  by  Superior.  The  estimates  for  the 
coins  listed  in  the  catalog  were  VERY  conservative,  possibly  to  encourage  bidding.  There 
are  short  descriptions  preceding  the  listing  of  the  lots  for  each  year  that  describes  the  scarce 
and  rare  varieties  to  be  found  for  that  year.  Superior  individually  listed  all  the  rare  and  high 
condition  coins,  but  grouped  many  of  the  lower  grade  and  common  issues  in  multiple  coin 
lots.  The  sale  included  27  R5's  and  3 R6’s,  certainly  the  most  extensive  variety  collection  to 
be  sold  at  auction  to  this  time. 

Highlights  of  the  sale  included: 

The  R6's: 

1823  0109  FI 2 lightly  cleaned,  scratched  reverse  $825.  (ugly  coin!) 

1827  0137  VF20  $4400! 

1831  0120  VG10  cleaned,  supplement  coin  $5775! 

Some  of  the  R5's: 

1809  0104  VF20  cleaned  $935. 

1812/1  0101  VF20  $3300. 

1824  0114  AU55  $1540. 

1826  0103  AU50  $1430. 

1827  0116  VF30  $550. 

1828  0123  XF40  $1265. 

1833  0115  VG8  supplement  coin,  $1265. 

1836  0121  FI  2 small  scratches  on  the  obverse  $825. 

The  Blevins  sale  made  many  of  the  collectors  of  the  CBH's  sit  up  and  take  notice  of  the  new 
market  levels  that  were  established  virtually  overnight.  The  sale  included  varieties  that  had 
not  been  offered  at  auction  in  many  years,  if  at  all.  Many  people  had  to  reassess  their 
positions  in  the  collecting  market  after  receiving  the  prices  realized  to  this  sale.  This  is  a 
MUST  HAVE  auction  catalog  for  anyone  interested  in  the  Capped  Bust  Series. 
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The  Norweb  Collection 

Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 

November  14-15,  1988 

The  Norweb  collection  was  one  of  the  greatest  collections  of  United  States  coins  ever 
assembled.  The  collection  contained  many  high  grade  and  rare  pieces  of  every  series.  The 
Bust  Half  Dollar  section  contained  very  few  rare  die  varieties,  but  did  contain  many  condition 
census  pieces  and  many  "proof1  or  specimen  strikes.  (For  more  information  on  the  Federal 
Coinage  "proof'  or  specimen  strikes  refer  to  The  John  Reich  Journal,  Volume  7,  Issue  1. 
Proof  Coins  and  Politics  1796-1821,  by  Michael  Hodder).  This  sale  was  part  three  of  the 
Norweb  collection  which  was  sold  in  New  York  in  three  sessions.  There  were  1452  lots  in 
the  sale  including  97  lots  of  early  half  dollars  (1795-1836).  There  were  many  mint  state  coins 
in  the  Flowing  Hair  and  Draped  Bust  Series  that  are  among  the  finest  known  of  the  series. 
The  Capped  Bust  Series  began  with  lot  #3046,  a XF  Bearded  Goddess  which  realized  $2530. 
Many  of  the  coins  are  noted  with  provenance  from  some  of  the  finest  collections  sold  in  the 
previous  50  years. 

The  first  "proof  was  lot  #3075  an  1821  0107  R5!  It  was  followed  by  numerous  other 
"proof'  specimens  including  the  excessively  rare  1833  Crushed  Lettered  Edge,  which  is  truly 
a proof-  by  anyone's  definition.  The  "proofs"  are  reviewed  with  prices  realized  for  your 
enjoyment: 


Date 

Lot  Number 

Price 

Comments 

1821  0107 

3075 

$5940. 

R5 ! Possibly  Ex  Farouk 

1822  0103 

3077 

$50600. 

Ex  Lichtenfels 

1823  Olll 

3079 

$7040. 

Mehl  November  1954  Lot  230 

1827  0121 

3088 

$37400. 

Pedigree  traced  to  Mickley 

18280113 

3092 

$3190. 

No  additional  information 

1829  0108 

3095 

$16500. 

Another  with  no  pedigree  information. 

1829  0112 

3097 

$5720. 

Ex  Hollinbeck  December  1954  Lot  730 

1833  0116 

3105 

$30800. 

CLE  Proof  Ex  Richard  Picker 

1834  0101 

3106 

$3960. 

Described  as  "possible  proof' 

1834  0104 

3107 

$28600. 

Ex  New  Netherlands  and  Brand 

1834  0114 

3110 

$4400. 

New  Netherlands  June  1953 

1835  0109 

3112 

$4180. 

No  pedigree 

1836  0109 

3114 

$9900. 

New  Netherlands  August  1954 

1836  0116 

3115 

$6380. 

Pedigree  traced  to  Haseltine 

There  are  many  more  "Gems"  for  the  researcher  of  condition  census  pieces  to  trace  through 
the  Norweb  collection.  This  is  a must  for  anyone  interested  in  the  finest  money  can  buy.  The 
color  plates  of  some  of  the  best  coins  will  have  to  suffice  for  the  rest  of  us.  There  are  14 
color  plates  at  the  beginning  of  the  catalog  picturing  almost  300  specimens,  both  obverse 
and  reverse.  This  is  supplemented  by  black  and  white  plates  of  most  of  the  coins  with  their 
descriptions.  Many  of  the  more  important  pieces  have  enlarged  plates  for  greater  detail. 
Overall,  one  of  the  most  impressive  catalogs  and  sales  of  United  States  coins,  EVER! 
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The  Jascha  Heifetz  Collection  Sale 

Superior  Galleries 
October  1-4,  1989 

including  98  lots  of  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars  from  the  collection  of  Paul  Munson 

Paul  Munson,  member  #1  of  the  Bust  Half  Nut  Club,  sold  his  collection  of  half  dollars 
through  Superior  after  seeing  the  prices  that  the  Blevins  collection  sold  for  the  previous  year. 
Paul  was  known  more  for  his  Pre  Turban  Halves,  but  had  many  fine  Capped  Bust  Halves  in 
his  collection.  Superior  catalogued  the  collection  in  much  the  same  manner  as  the  Blevins 
sale,  but  many  of  the  Capped  Halves  were  in  group  lots.  Generally  Paul’s  Capped  Halves 
were  in  inferior  condition  compared  to  the  Blevins  coins,  or  to  coins  from  the  collections  that 
would  be  sold  in  the  next  few  years.  This  necessitated  the  grouping  of  many  of  the  coins  by 
Superior. 

There  was  a large  group  of  mint  state  Capped  Bust  Halves  that  followed  Paul’s  varieties  in 
the  sale.  Some  of  these  were  catalogued  as  proof  or  presentation  strikes.  Many  would  be  in 
the  condition  census  for  the  varieties. 

Superior  included  a short  history  of  Paul’s  collecting  that  preceded  the  fisting  of  his  coins  on 
page  37  of  the  auction  catalog.  It  was  noted  that  he  discovered  the  rare  Draped  Bust 
varieties,  1806  01 10  with  the  terminal  die  crack,  and  the  1806  0122.  The  fact  that  Paul  was 
instrumental  in  getting  A1  Overton  to  include  the  Flowing  Hair  and  Draped  Bust  Halves  in  his 
work  on  die  varieties  is  documented.  The  cataloguer  also  noted  that  the  collection  of  Draped 
Bust  Half  Dollars  was  complete  by  variety,  until  the  then  recent  discovery  of  the  1805  Ol  14. 
It  was  also  stated  that  this  was  the  first  time  in  history  that  a complete  run  of  varieties  of  the 
year  1806  was  sold.  Altogether  a fine  tribute  to  a fine  numismatist. 


A review  of  Paul’s  rare  Capped  Bust  varieties  follows: 


Date 

Variety 

Rarity 

Condition 

Lot  Number 

Price 

1807 

11  IB 

5 

10  scratched 

492 

$ 209.00 

1808 

110 

5 

5 cleaned 

494 

$ 165.00 

1809 

104 

5 

10 

496 

$ 462.00 

1809 

112 

5 

8 

497 

$ 352.00 

1809 

113 

5 

12 

498 

$ 440.00 

1809 

114 

5 

4 

499 

$ 220.00 

1811 

113 

5 

3 

506 

$ 528.00 

1820 

107 

5 

5 

530 

$ 352.00 

1823 

102 

4 

60+ 

537 

$ 797.50 

1824/1 

102 

5 

25 

542 

$1980.00 

1824 

114 

5 

3 

544 

$ 143.00 

1825 

109 

5 

15 

548 

$ 935.00 

1826 

103 

5 

25 

551 

$1210.00 

1826 

115 

5 

10 

552 

$ 137.50 

1827 

116 

5 

4 

556 

$ 253.00 
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Date 

Variety 

Rarity 

Condition 

Lot  Number 

Price 

1827 

123 

5 

12 

558 

$ 330.00 

1827 

127 

5 

25 

559 

$4070.00 

1827 

144 

5 

8 

560 

$ 528.00 

1827 

145 

5 

5 

561 

$ 396.00 

1828 

105 

5 

8 

566 

$ 330.00 

1832 

109 

5 

15 

578 

$ 308.00 

1832 

117 

5 

25 

579 

$ 506.00 

Prices  include  the  10%  buyers  fee  charged  by  the  auction  company. 

As  you  see,  many  of  the  rarities  were  in  low  grade.  Superior  chose  to  not  plate  the  low  grade 
examples  with  their  descriptions.  This  collection  of  halves  was,  unfortunately,  a small  part  of 
the  sale.  Many  of  the  better  coins  still  brought  strong  prices.  Many  of  the  lower  grade  coins 
sold  in  bargain  ranges  for  the  time  period.  Altogether  not  a premium  sale  as  compared  to 
many  held  in  the  next  few  years,  but  one  important  for  provenance  and  historical  value  as  the 
first  offering  after  the  Blevins  collection. 


The  Father  Flanagan’s  Boys  Home  Sale 

Superior  Galleries 
May  27-29,  1990 

Including  312  lots  of  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars  from  the  collection  of  H.  Roland  Willasch 

This  historical  sale  began  with  the  half  dollar  and  bust  dollar  collection  of  H.  Roland 
Willasch.  He  had  many  fine,  and  rare,  pre-turban  halves  which  preceded  the  offering  of  the 
Capped  Bust  Halves.  Roland  worked  hard  on  improving  his  collection  throughout  his  life  as 
explained  in  the  short  biography  at  the  beginning  of  the  auction  catalog.  This  sale  will  surely 
be  remembered  for  lot  3364,  the  King  of  Siam  Proof  Set  which  sold  for  $3,190,00.00!  But, 
we  are  concerned  with  the  halves  here-many  of  the  pieces  were  in  excellent  condition  with 
the  common  varieties,  for  the  most  part,  being  AU  to  Unc.  The  collection  was  cataloged  in 
the  typical  Superior  style  with  black  and  white  plates  of  the  more  desirable  coins  included 
with  the  descriptions.  A few  pieces  not  from  the  Willasch  collection  are  included  and  noted 
in  the  lot  descriptions. 

A review  of  the  rare  varieties  of  the  Capped  Bust  Halves  follows: 


Date 

Variety 

Rarity 

Condition 

Lot  Number 

Price 

1807 

1 1 1 A 

4 

25  cleaned 

96 

$1760.00 

1807 

1 1 1 B 

5 

10 

97 

$ 880.00 

1808 

110 

5 

15 

109 

$ 528.00 

1808 

110 

5 

12 

110 

$ 374.00 

1808 

110 

5 

8 

111 

$ 440.00 
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Date 

Variety 

Rarity 

Condition  Lot 

Number 

Price 

1809 

101 

5 

20 

116 

$3740.00 

1809 

104 

5 

40 

118 

$1375.00 

1809 

112 

5 

25 

128 

$ 550.00 

1809 

113 

5 

8 

129 

$ 264.00 

1809 

114 

5 

15 

130 

$ 352.00 

1811 

113 

5 

15  cleaned 

152 

$ 715.00 

1812/1 

101 

5 

30  cleaned 

155 

$5775.00 

1812/1 

101 A 

5 

25 

156 

$4840.00 

1820 

107 

5 

40  “flashy” 

223 

$ 990.00 

1822 

103 

5 

35 

227 

$ 715.00 

1823 

109 

6 

12  cleaned 

234 

$2420.00 

1824/1 

102 

5 

4 

239 

$1595.00 

1824 

114 

5 

25 

246 

$ 396.00 

1825 

109 

5 

35 

254 

$1045.00 

1825 

109 

5 

20 

255 

$ 484.00 

1826 

103 

5 

45 

264 

$ 935.00 

1826 

115 

5 

45 

272 

$ 632.50 

1826* 

115 

5 

30 

273 

$ 352.00 

1827 

116 

5 

30 

284 

$ 440.00 

1827 

122 

5 

15  cl.  scratched 

287 

$ 275.00 

1827 

123 

5 

20 

288 

$ 440.00 

1827 

124 

5 

25  cleaned 

289 

$4180.00 

1827 

127 

5 

25  It.  cleaning 

290 

$3080.00 

1827 

144 

5 

12 

300 

$ 495.00 

1827 

145 

5 

45 

301 

$1155.00 

1828 

105 

5 

20  hairlined 

309 

$ 577.50 

1828 

123 

5 

35 

316 

$ 990.00 

1832 

109 

5 

55 

358 

$ 990.00 

1832 

109 

5 

35 

359 

$ 176.00 

1832 

117 

5 

25 

364 

$ 297.00 

1836 

121 

5 

20  lightly  cl. 

404 

$1980.00 

* not  part  of  the  Willasch  collection 

All  prices  include  the  10%  buyers  fee  charged  by  the  auction  company. 


Strong  prices  for  quality  coins  in  another  wonderful  grouping  of  rare  and  desirable  half 
dollars  for  the  collector.  Many  fine  pieces  can  trace  their  pedigrees  to  this  sale. 

One  interesting  note  about  the  King  of  Siam  Proof  Half.  Superior  identified  it  as  an  Overton 
103  in  the  lot  description  copying  a mistake  made  by  other  catalogers.  It  should  be  identified 
by  the  correct  Overton  designation  of  122  as  determined  by  the  Bust  Half  Nut  Club. 
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Coin  Galleries 

Division  of  Stack’s 
New  York,  NY 

Mail  bid  sale  closing  July  18,  1990 

This  sale  consisted  of  coins  from  the  collection  of  Eric  Gutscher.  The  Capped  Bust  Halves 
were  contained  in  lots  2501-2726.  Most  of  the  rarer  coins  were  in  collector  grades  of 
VG-XF.  This  sale  was  one  of  the  group  that  followed  the  successful  Blevins  sale.  Many  of 
the  collectors  in  the  Bust  Half  Nut  Club  began  to  consider  the  sale  of  their  collections  after 
the  high  prices  obtained  from  the  Blevins  and  Munson  collections. 

The  rare  varieties  contained  in  this  sale  include: 


Date 

Overton 

Rarity 

Grade 

Lot# 

Price 

1809 

101 

5 

VG 

2510 

$ 715.00 

1809 

104 

5 

VF 

2512 

$1045.00 

1811 

113 

5 

VF 

2527 

$ 880.00 

1812/1 

101 

5 

VF 

2528 

$4455.00 

1824 

114 

5 

VG/F 

2594 

$ 412.50 

1826 

103 

5 

VF 

2606 

$ 687.50 

1827 

122 

5 

VF 

2631 

$ 605.00 

1827 

124 

5 

VF 

2632 

$2310.00 

1827 

145 

5 

VF 

2644 

$ 770.00 

Prices  include  the  10%  buyers  fee  charged  by  the  auction  company. 

The  unusual  thing  about  this  sale  is  that  there  were  many  other  R5’s  grouped  with  other  less 
rare  varieties  in  multiple  coin  lots.  There  is  no  way  to  tell  what  was  bid  on  the  rare  coin 
when  it  was  offered  with  other  pieces.  Some  of  the  coins  grouped  were  actually  rarer  than 
some  of  the  individually  listed  lots.  One  of  these  examples  included  the  very  rare  1828  0123 
in  VG  which  was  listed  as  lot  2659  grouped  with  an  1828  0117  in  VF.  This  lot  sold  for 
$352.  There  are  other  examples  which  make  for  interesting  reading  and  speculation  as  to 
their  individual  prices  realized. 
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The  Greenwich  Collection 

Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 

January  24-25,  1991 
Lots  1030-1067 

Sold  in  conjunction  with  the  Golden  State  Coin  Convention 

The  limited  number  of  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollar  lots  in  this  sale  is  offset  by  the  fact  that  they 
are  rich  in  rarities.  Most  ol  these  coins  were  in  the  VF-XF  grade  range  from  the  collection  of 
Bust  Half  Nut  Club  member  Larry  St.  John.  There  were  many  eye  appealing  coins  available 
for  the  collector  to  bid  on  in  the  wake  of  the  previous  major  Bust  Half  sales. 

A review  of  the  rare  varieties  contained  in  the  sale  includes: 


Date 

Overton 

Rarity 

Grade 

Lot  # 

Price 

1808 

110 

5 

15/20 

1031 

$ 275. 

1809 

101 

5 

35 

1032 

$ 2200. 

1809 

104 

5 

20/15 

1033 

$ 935. 

1817 

104 

7 

40/45 

1042 

$15,400.! 

1824/1 

102 

5 

25/30 

1049 

$ 1,980. 

1824 

114 

5 

30 

1050 

$ 770. 

1826 

115 

5 

25 

1052 

$ 440. 

1827 

144 

5 

25 

1061 

$ 935. 

All  prices  include  the  10%  buyers  fee  charged  by  the  auction  company. 

Many  other  R4’s  were  sold  in  the  auction,  with  many  bringing  strong  prices.  This  was 
another  good  opportunity  for  collectors  to  add  scarce  and  rare  marriages  to  their  collections. 


The  Dartmouth  Sale 

Kingswood  Galleries,  a division  of  Bowers  and  Merena 
Mail  Bid  only  sale  closing  February  20,1991 


This  was  the  companion  sale  to  the  Greenwich  Collection  held  in  January  1991.  The  first 
section  of  the  sale  began  with  lot  #6001,  a 1794  half,  and  ended  with  lot  #6193,  an  1839 
Reeded  Edge  Half.  There  were  numerous  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars  included  in  this  section. 
The  coins  were  inadequately  described  with  some  plates  interspersed  with  the  descriptions. 
Most  coins  that  were  individually  described  were  R3  and  R4’s.  There  were  many  other 
group  lots  of  less  rare  specimens.  There  were  no  major  rarities  in  the  sale,  but  it  does 
provide  some  insight  into  the  price  of  the  middle  rarities  in  circulated  grades  for  the  beginning 
of  1991. 
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American  Numismatic  Association  Centennial  Auction 

Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 

August  14-16,  1991 


The  ANA  Centennial  Sale  in  Chicago  was  full  of  rarities  throughout  the  spectrum  of  United 
States  numismatics.  The  Capped  Bust  Halves  were  included  in  two  different  sections  of  the 
sale.  This  was  a very  interesting  sale  that  provides  interesting  reading  for  almost  every 
numismatist.  The  introduction  about  the  ANA,  written  by  Dave  Bowers,  is  an  interesting 
history  for  those  of  you  who  have  not  yet  purchased  the  complete  Anthology  of  the  ANA. 
Prices  realized  for  the  rare  Capped  Bust  Halves  include: 


Date 

Variety 

Rarity 

Grade 

Lot 

Price 

1809 

104 

5 

20 

381 

$ 825.00 

1811 

113 

5 

15 

382 

$ 550.00 

1812/1 

101 

6 

20 

383 

$4840.00 

1807 

1 1 IB 

5 

10 

1240 

$ 425.00* 

1808 

110A 

5 

20 

1242 

$ 385.00 

1809 

101 

5 

8 

1243 

$ 925.00* 

1809 

112 

5 

20 

1245 

$ 350.00* 

1809 

113 

5 

20 

1246 

$ 425.00* 

1809 

114 

5 

20 

1247 

$ 550.00* 

1820 

107 

5 

12 

1263 

$ 325.00* 

1822 

103 

6 

20 

1265 

$ 325.00* 

1823 

109 

6 

40! 

1269 

$5750.00* 

1824/1 

102 

5 

6 

1271 

$ 456.50 

1824 

114 

5 

10 

1273 

$ 300.00* 

1825 

109 

5 

5 

1276 

$ 500.00* 

1826 

103 

5 

20 

1277 

$ 935.00 

1826 

115 

5 

30 

1280 

$ 522.50 

1827 

116 

5 

55 

1282 

$ 700.00* 

1827 

116 

5 

30 

1283 

$ 687.50 

1827 

122 

5 

25 

1284 

$ 770.00 

1827 

123 

5 

12 

1285 

$ 375.00* 

1827 

124 

5 

35 

1286 

$1350.00* 

1827 

127 

5 

40 

1287 

$2200.00* 

1827 

144 

5 

25 

1288 

$1045.00 

1827 

145 

5 

40! 

1289 

$3740.00! 

1828 

105 

5 

40! 

1290 

$1200.00* 

1828 

123 

5 

30 

1292 

$1100.00* 

1829 

106 

5 

20 

1295 

$ 467.50 

1832 

109 

5 

30 

1303 

$ 550.00 

1832 

117 

5 

20 

1304 

$ 440.00 

1836 

121 

5 

15 

1311 

$1300.00* 
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All  the  prices  without  the  asterisk  include  the  10%  buyers  fee  charged  by  the  auction 
company.  I he  lots  identified  by  the  * are  not  listed  in  the  prices  realized  list  sent  out  by 
Bowers  and  Merena.  I called  the  auction  company  after  the  sale  to  inquire  about  the  “unsold 
lots"  and  was  told  that  a computer  error  was  the  reason  they  were  not  listed.  They  told  me 
the  lots  were  sold  to  a single  bidder  whose  invoice  was  not  included  on  the  prices  realized 
list.  1 subsequently  purchased  the  1828  0123  from  Larry  Briggs  for  my  own  collection. 
Many  collectors  have  been  unaware  of  the  prices  paid  for  these  coins  until  now. 

This  impressive  run  of  rarities  was  cataloged  in  the  typical  Bowers  and  Merena  style  with 
many  of  the  R5's  being  plated  in  black  and  white  with  the  descriptions.  This  is  probably  the 
best  collection  of  bust  rarities  auctioned  by  Bowers  and  Merena.  Everyone  should  obtain  a 
copy  of  the  catalog  for  their  libraries  for  the  historical  value  of  this  offering. 


The  Janies  D.  Brilliant  and  William  R.  Sieck  Collections 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
January  1-2,  1992  FUN  Sale 

303  lots  of  Bust  Half  Dollars,  5 color  plates  including  12  CBH's 

Contained  in  this  sale  were  3 R6's  and  25  R5's,  and  many  high  grade  coins.  Most  of  the  lots 
w^ere  plated  with  their  descriptions.  Each  lot  was  accompanied  with  a complete  description 
of  the  coin.  The  sale  did  contain  one  very  important  mistake,  they  listed  an  1836  0121  as 
AU53  with  "cuts  on  the  obverse",  this  actually  was  an  0105!  The  lot  was  withdrawn  before 
the  sale. 

The  R6's  in  the  sale  were:  (all  prices  include  the  10%  "juice") 

1817  0104  VF35/40  $10,400! 

1823  0109  VF20  cleaned  and  retoned  $4400. 

1830  0114  XF40  cleaned  and  retoned  $2750. 

The  highlights  of  the  R5's  included: 

1807  0111  Bearded  Goddess  VF20  $1210. 

1809  0101  F12  $1072.50 
0104  AU50  $1760. 

1812/1  0101  VF30  $4950. 

1820  0107  VF30  $880. 

1825  01 09  XF/AU  dipped  $770. 

1826  0103  XF45  $1760. 

1827  0122  AU/Unc.  $2090. 

01 24 A VF30  $1870. 

0127  VF25/30  $1650. 

0145  XF45  $1265. 

1828  0123  VF35  $1100. 
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The  Brilliant  sale  contained  many  AU  coins  with  hairlines,  as  I had  the  opportunity  to  view 
the  lots  while  attending  the  FUN  show  that  year.  There  were  many  nice  halves  available  for 
the  collector  to  purchase  for  their  collections.  This  is  a valuable  catalog  for  anyone  interested 
in  Bust  Half  varieties.  The  collection  was  not  as  complete  in  varieties  as  many  of  the  others, 
such  as  Blevins  or  Munson,  but  it  did  contain  many  higher  grade  coins. 

The  Jack  Adams  Collection 

including  the  Richard  Pugh  Collection  of  Capped  Bust  Halves 
Superior  Galleries 
May  31 -June  2,  1992 

The  Richard  Pugh  collection  began  in  the  second  session  of  the  sale  (lots  673-1616).  This 
included  the  halves  from  1794-1839.  There  was  a short  biography  of  Richard  at  the 
beginning  of  the  catalog  where  he  is  quoted  as  saying  that  “he  hoped  that  the  new  owners  of 
his  Bust  Halves  will  get  the  same  thrill  from  owning  them  that  he  did.”  I’m  sure  your  wish 
has  come  true  Richard!  The  biography  goes  on  to  state  that  his  collection  was  ranked  4th  for 
completeness  and  quality.  Richard  was  also  recognized  as  a major  contributor  to  the  third 
edition  of  the  Overton. 


Highlights  of  the  rarities  from  the  Pugh  collection  include: 


Date 

Overton 

Rarity 

Grade 

Lot 

Price 

1807 

1 1 IB 

5 

30 

840 

$ 962.50 

1807 

1 1 IB 

5 

30 

841 

$ 1650.00 

1808 

110 

5 

15 

879 

$ 440.00 

1808 

1 10B 

5 

25 

880 

$ 660.00 

1809 

101 

5 

15 

884 

$ 1210.00 

1809 

104 

5 

20 

890 

$ 1072.50 

1809 

112 

5 

20 

916 

$ 852.50 

1809 

113 

5 

15 

917 

$ 847.00 

1809 

114 

5 

8 

918 

$ 616.00 

1809 

114A 

5 

8 

919 

$ 297.00 

1811 

113 

5 

25 

969 

$ 935.00 

1812/1 

101 

6 

12 

971 

$ 3740.00 

1817 

104 

6 

40 

1039 

$10450.00 

1820 

107 

5 

45 

1129 

$ 1760.00 

1822 

103 

6 

20 

1146 

$ 522.50 

1823 

109 

6 

20 

1180 

$ 2970.00 

1824/1 

102 

5 

5 

1190 

$ 852.50 

1824 

114 

5 

20 

1207 

$ 577.50 

1825 

109 

5 

30 

1225 

$ 935.00 

1825 

109 

5 

25 

1226 

$ 781.00 

1826 

103 

5 

35 

1239 

$ 880.00 

1826 

103 

5 

20 

1240 

$ 587.50 
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Date 

Overton 

Rarity 

Grade 

Lot 

Price 

1826 

115 

5 

35 

1259 

$ 418.00 

1826 

115 

5 

25 

1260 

$ 187.00 

1827 

116 

5 

35 

1298 

$ 330.00 

1827 

122 

5 

35 

1310 

$ 742.50 

1827 

123 

5 

20 

1311 

$ 506.00 

1827 

124A 

5 

8 

1312 

$ 550.00 

1827 

127 

5 

30 

1317 

$ 1760.00 

1827 

137- 

6 

40 

1334 

$1 1000.00 

1827 

144 

5 

20 

1342 

$ 935.00 

1827 

145 

5 

40 

1343 

$ 891.00 

1827 

148 

7 

35 

1347 

$12210.00 

1827 

148A 

7 

40 

1348 

$14300.00 

1828 

105 

5 

35 

1355 

$ 825.00 

1828 

123 

5 

40 

1384 

$ 825.00 

1829 

106 

5 

35 

1391 

$ 297.00 

1830 

114 

6 

58 

1439 

$10175.00 

1831 

120 

6 

12 

1477 

$ 9350.00 

1832 

109 

5 

45 

1492 

$ 605.00 

1832 

117 

5 

30 

1502 

$ 605.00 

1833 

115 

5 

30 

1526 

$ 1980.00 

1836 

121 

5 

40 

1600 

$ 1870.00 

All  prices  include  the  10%  buyers  fee  charged  by  the  auction  company. 

As  has  been  the  tradition  with  Superior  the  rare  varieties  were  all  plated  in  black  and  white 
with  the  descriptions.  This  was  one  of  the  best,  and  most  complete,  collection  of  Bust  Half 
Dollars  to  ever  come  onto  the  market.  Not  only  were  the  common  coins  beautiful,  but  the 
major  rarities  were  in  respectable  grades  with  generally  good  eye  appeal.  There  were  very 
few  “fillers”  in  the  collection.  Richard  was  known  as  an  excellent  “cherrypicker”  and  had 
many  rarities  to  prove  it!  There  were  also  some  coins  added  to  the  Pugh  Collection  that 
were  identified  in  the  descriptions  as  not  being  part  of  Richard’s  collection.  This  was  another 
example  of  the  best  cataloging  available  for  a specialty  collection  at  auction.  This  was  the 
last  of  the  original  “big  three”  ( Blevins,  Willasch,  Pugh)  sales  of  half  dollars  by  die  variety 
that  ushered  in  the  new  age  of  prices  for  the  rare  varieties. 
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The  A1  C.  Overton  Reference  Collection  of  United  States  Bust  Half  Dollars  1794-1836 

Sheridan  Downey  Mail  Bid  Sale  #9 
394  Lots  Closing  July  30,  1993 

This  was  the  greatest  collection  of  Bust  Half  Dollars  to  ever  (almost)  reach  the  market.  The 
collection  was  the  first  line  set  of  half  dollars  assembled  by  A1  Overton,  the  author  of  the  die 
variety  book,  and  the  additions  made  by  Don  Parsley,  his  son-in-law,  and  editor  of  the  third 
edition.  The  collection  was  full  of  condition  census  pieces  and  major  rarities  from  the 
Overton  collection  and  other  consignors.  There  were  also  many  mint  errors  which  are  very 
difficult  to  obtain,  and  a selection  of  counterfeit  half  dollars.  Many  of  the  uncirculated 
specimens  were  encapsulated  by  NGC  after  the  collection  was  consigned  to  Sheridan 
Downey.  The  reasons  for  encapsulation  are  outlined  in  the  foreword  by  Downey.  A listing 
of  other  significant  Bust  Half  Dollar  sales  is  made  in  the  introduction  detailing  the  history  of 
important  offerings  of  halves.  Credit  is  also  given  to  other  Bust  Half  researchers  for  their 
efforts  through  the  years.  The  sale  was  to  contain  the  "cream"  of  the  collection,  the  rest  was 
to  be  sold  by  fixed  price  at  the  Baltimore  ANA  convention  in  1993.  There  are  five  pages  of 
plates  in  the  catalog  featuring  some  of  the  rarest  and  best  condition  pieces.  The  photos  were 
taken  by  Bill  Noyes,  noted  Large  Cent  expert  and  numismatic  photographer.  The  1806  0108 
is  featured  on  the  cover  and  is  pictured  in  the  plates  at  double  life  size.  The  other  coins  are 
pictured  actual  size  and  generally  appear  a little  dark  for  my  taste.  I feel  that  larger  plates 
would  have  made  for  a much  better  presentation. 

Overton's  1817/14  was  not  included  in  the  sale  and  was  rumored  to  have  been  sold  by  private 
treaty  before  the  ANA.  This  did  not  seem  like  a problem  at  the  time,  but.. .As  the  ANA  drew 
closer  the  anticipation  among  the  half  dollar  fraternity  continued  to  grow.  Everybody  was 
planning  their  strategies  for  purchasing  some  Overton  pedigreed  halves  for  their  collections. 
Then  we  all  received  the  fateful  letter  dated  July,  13  1993,  a day  that  will  live  in  infamy  for 
this  generation  of  Bust  Half  collectors.  In  the  letter  Sheridan  states  that  the  Overton 
collection  was  sold,  "intact  to  a private  buyer".  This  canceled  the  Overton  section  of  the  mail 
bid  sale  and  the  grand  display  that  was  to  be  at  the  ANA.  This  action  relegated  this  auction 
catalog  to  an  interesting  footnote  in  numismatic  history.  According  to  Sheridan  he  stopped 
the  presses  at  400  copies  of  the  Overton  sale  catalog. 

Where  does  that  leave  the  1817/14  that  was  already  sold?  Well,  as  rumor  has  it,  Sheridan 
had  to  repurchase  that  piece  to  make  the  Overton  collection  complete  again  for  the  buyer. 
This  ended  up  making  some  collector  a nice  short  term  profit! 

This  is  a catalog  that  every  serious  collector  of  Bust  Half  literature  must  obtain  for  the 
historical  information  and  interesting  stories  it  represents.  It  may  be  wise  to  obtain  one  as 
soon  as  possible,  for  with  a press  run  of  400  copies  it  may  soon  escalate  in  price  as  fast  as 
some  of  the  half  dollars! 
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Sheridan  Downey  has  catalogued  other  mail  bid  sales  and  has  issued  fixed  price  lists 
containing  many  rare  die  varieties  in  the  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollar  series.  Many  previous 
issues  were  not  illustrated  but  contain  excellent  descriptions.  Obtaining  a complete  set  would 
give  the  reader  insight  into  the  half  dollar  market  at  the  time  of  issuance.  Commentary 
included  in  the  lists,  as  well  as  part  of  the  descriptions,  give  valuable  insight  into  the  true 
rarity  of  the  particular  issues,  especially  the  die  states.  A complete  set  is  very  difficult  to 
locate  at  this  time,  (1996)  but  would  be  well  worth  the  effort. 


Many  fine  books,  pamphlets,  newsletters,  journals,  and  auction  catalogues  have  been  issued 
dealing  with  the  United  States  coinage  from  its  inception  in  1793.  I am  continually 
discovering  tidbits  of  information  in  the  most  unlikely  places  that  pertain,  in  one  way  or 
another,  to  my  interest  in  the  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars.  I have  tried  to  identify  some  of  the 
more  interesting  volumes  available  for  consideration.  1 suspect  that  once  having  obtained  a 
few  of  the  titles  reviewed  in  this  work  that  one  will  probably  be  well  on  their  way  to  being  a 
Numismatic  Bibliophile.  I would  strongly  suggest  becoming  a member  of  The  John  Reich 
Collectors  Society  and  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society  for  your  enjoyment.  There  are 
many  other  fine  numismatic  societies  that  issue  interesting  journals.  I suggest  a phone  call  to 
the  ANA  library  for  more  current  information  on  the  societies,  the  journals,  and  their  current 
addresses. 

There  are  also  many  other  auction  catalogs  that  continually  give  up  their  hidden  secrets  to  the 
researcher.  I have  merely  listed  those  that  have  helped  me  the  most  in  my  past  research.  Do 
not  take  my  list  as  the  final  word  on  the  subject,  search  out  the  information  that  I have  missed 
in  my  limited  survey.  The  fun  and  education  obtained  will  be  well  worth  the  effort.  Many  of 
the  classic  auction  catalogs  of  the  past  will  contain  busties  that  have  lost  their  provenance 
throughout  the  years.  You  may  be  the  one  that  will  reunite  a lost  soul  with  its  past  history. 
There  have  been  many  wonderful  coins  that  have  passed  through  the  auctions  of  the  likes  of 
Mehl,  Kosoff,  Raymond,  Kagin,  New  Netherlands,  Stack's,  Bowers,  and  a multitude  of 
others.  Many  things  are  there  in  the  catalogs  just  waiting  for  the  curious  to  rediscover. 

Also,  please  do  not  forget  the  wonderful  journals  that  have  been  printed  in  the  past  such  as 
The  American  Journal  of  Numismatics  (AJN),  Numisma  (Both  Frossard's  and  Ford’s),  Coin 
Collectors  Journal,  The  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine,  The  Whitman  Numismatic 
Journal,  The  Numismatist,  CoinWorld,  Numismatic  News,  and  many  others  too  numerous  to 
mention.  They  have  all  contained  useful  articles  to  help  in  our  understanding  of  the  Capped 
Bust  Half  Dollar  series.  Then  too,  do  not  forget  to  check  the  advertisements  as  there  is 
information  there  to  help  understand  the  Bust  Half  market  of  the  time.  You  will  often  find 
personal  opinions  and  notes  that  have  been  proven  both  right  and  wrong  over  time.  The 
scope  of  this  book  did  not  allow  me  to  delve  more  into  this  area  of  numismatic  literature.  Do 
not  allow  this  to  discourage  your  searching  through  these  titles  for  the  wonderful  articles  they 
contain.  Do  not  believe  everything  printed  as  current  research  has  disproved  some  of  the 
former  opinions.  Question  everything,  that  is  the  only  way  to  eventually  discover  the  truth. 
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The  next  few  pages  are  essentially  a condensed  reprint  of  a series  of  monographs  written  by 
Dr.  Ivan  Leaman  beginning  in  1972.  These  short  monographs  were  not  published  for  the 
general  public  but  were  distributed  only  to  members  of  the  Bust  Half  Nut  Club  (BHNC). 
They  were  the  first  concentrated  attempt  to  scientifically  answer  all  the  questions  that 
collectors  had  concerning  the  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars.  I have  reprinted  parts  here,  with  the 
permission  of  Dr.  Leaman,  for  your  information.  These  works  were  the  best  information 
available  to  only  a selected  group  of  individuals  (BHNC  membership)  for  some  time.  I 
wanted  to  present  it  here  as  a historical  reference  to  demonstrate  how  little  was  publicly 
known  about  these  coins  as  recently  as  1972.  Much  of  Dr.  Leaman's  research  is  still  accepted 
as  fact  for  the  series.  There  are,  however,  differing  ideas  on  some  points  that  one  can  review 
in  the  pages  of  The  John  Reich  Journal  and  other  recent  literature. 

Minting  procedure  study  by  Dr.  Ivan  Leaman  1972  (condensed  for  inclusion) 

I know  that  these  coins  were  struck  on  a two  man  threaded  screw  press  one  at  a time  and 
that  hubs  were  used.  The  obverse  hub  was  used  for  the  bust  of  Liberty  and  the  reverse  hub 
for  the  eagle.  Then  I hit  a snag.  I did  not  know  exactly  what  was  on  the  hubs  and  what  was 
hand  punched.  I read  all  the  literature  on  minting  methods  that  was  available  from  the  ANA 
and  studied  the  coins.  I came  up  with  more  questions  than  answers. 

1.  Making  the  hub  - Taxay  states  "the  device  was  cut  into  a steel  die  blank."  I 
assume  this  hub  was  then  hardened  and  impressed  into  the  working  dies  by  means  of  the 
press. 

2.  Obverse  hub  - I know  that  the  bust  of  Liberty  was  on  the  hub  in  a slightly  rough 
form.  The  curls  and  other  areas  were  touched  up  on  the  working  dies.  Was  the  word 
LIBERTY  on  the  hub  or  punched  in  by  hand?  If  punched  by  hand,  by  logotype  or  by 
individual  letter  punches  as  on  the  large  cents?  I know  some  letters  were  re-punched.  On 
some  dies  there  are  crosslines  at  the  bottom  of  the  letters  and  on  others  parts  of  the  letters 
are  broken.  This  suggests  to  me  that  they  were  hand  punched  with  individual  letter  punches, 
but  there  is  so  little  variation  in  spacing  I wonder.. ..The  spacing  on  the  large  cents  of  the 
same  period  is  much  more  ragged.  Was  the  repunching  just  to  sharpen  the  detail  as  the  curls 
were  touched  up?  I very  much  doubt  that  a logo  punch  was  used  as  Taxay  states  that  the 
dates  were  punched  in  by  "single  number  date  punches  as  the  logo  date  punches  broke."  If 
these  short  date  punches  broke,  then  the  much  longer  LIBERTY  punches  would  surely  have 
broken  much  easier. 

3.  The  stars  - I know  that  the  stars  were  hand  punched,  but  in  logo  or  by  individual 
punches?  Rumors  have  one  logo  punch  for  the  left  stars  and  another  for  the  right  stars.  I can 
not  believe  this  and  will  attempt  to  justify  my  position.  My  first  reason  is  the  previous  Taxay 
quote.  These  star  punches  would  have  been  nearly  three  times  as  long  as  the  date  punches 
would  have  been  and  therefore  would  have  been  much  more  likely  to  break.  There  are  also 
many  instances  that  stars  are  found  spaced  more  closely  to  each  other  than  normal,  thus 
eliminating  this  theory.  Also,  why  is  star  13  the  only  one  found  scalloped?  I would  not  think 
that  the  die  sinker  would  use  the  same  punch  for  the  first  12  stars  and  then  pick  up  another 
one  for  star  13.  or  would  he?  I know  that  John  Reich's  trademark  was  the  scalloped  star  13. 
Note:  since  writing  the  above  I have  acquired  an  1820  bust  dime  with  all  13  stars  scalloped. 
Help!!!! 
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4.  Reverse  Hub-  What  was  on  this  hub?  The  eagle,  shield,  olive  leaves,  arrowheads, 
and  scroll.  The  crossbars  and  stripes  on  the  shield  were  added  later  to  the  working  dies  by 
hand  as  evidenced  by  the  stripes  extending  into  the  crossbars,  and  the  crossbars  extending 
into  the  wings  on  the  varieties.  The  scroll  and  E PLURIBUS  UNUM  poses  another  problem. 
A logo  punch  could  not  have  been  used  as  it  would  have  broke  very  easily.  1 measured  the 
distance  from  the  tip  of  the  eagle's  beak  to  the  upper  left  and  upper  right  corners  of  the  scroll 
on  all  the  marriages  that  I own  of  two  years  varieties  minted  ten  years  apart  (1818  and  1828). 
All  the  measurements  were  the  same  on  all  of  the  marriages.  I do  not  think  that  the  various 
die  makers  could  have  punched  every  die  with  that  much  accuracy.  This  leads  me  to  believe 
that  the  scroll  was  on  the  hub.  Was  E PLURIBUS  UNUM  (EPU)  on  the  hub?  I do  not  have 
any  idea  at  this  time.  The  motto  is  nearly  always  so  perfect  as  to  almost  reject  the  individual 
letter  punch  theory.  This  leaves  us  to  believe  that  it  was  on  the  hub  or  made  with  a logo 
punch.  But  there  were  exceptions,  how  can  we  explain  the  following,  if  on  the  hub  or  added 
with  a logo  punch?  1827  0128  jointed  I,  1827  0129  Jointed  L,  1834  0113  and  01 14  E recut 
further  left,  1834  0121  and  1835  0101  I in  scroll  imperfect,  and  the  fact  that  many  of  the  S's 
are  unfinished.  This  seems  to  rule  out  the  theory  that  the  motto  was  on  the  hub,  but?  The 
balance  of  the  reverse,  the  Letters  and  50C.  were  added  by  hand. 

5.  The  dentils  - I doubt  that  if  a single  dentil  punch  was  used.  It  would  have  taken 
too  long  to  punch  130  or  so  dentils  one  by  one,  but  maybe  they  had  a lot  of  time.  It  could 
not  have  been  one  large  round  logo  punch.  How  about  a logo  containing  multiple  dentils? 
There  are  many  dies  with  gaps,  twin  and  triple  dentils.  Could  these  have  been  caused  by 
individual  or  short  logo  punches? 

The  second  paper  was  distributed  in  December  1973 

Re:  Die  lapping  "bugaboos"  and  other  trivia 

Basics:  Master  dies  make  hubs  and  hubs  make  working  dies  and  working  dies  make 

coins. 


Die  Lapping:  I made  a plaster  working  die  model  and  went  to  work  with  my 

grinders,  sandpaper,  etc.  and  did  some  thinking. 

Dies  are,  of  course,  inverse  images  of  the  coin.  The  devices  that  are  raised  on  the 
coin  are  sunk  into  the  die  and  the  field  is  highest  on  the  die.  The  field  area  of  the  die  is  what 
is  ground  down  when  lapping  occurs,  so  that  any  device  in  the  area  will  be  more  shallow  on 
the  die  and  not  as  raised  on  the  coin  after  the  lapping  process.  If  the  device  has  slanted  sides, 
such  as  a star,  then  the  device  will  become  more  shallow,  smaller,  and  more  distant  from  an 
adjacent  device  as  illustrated  below: 
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The  best  example  of  a lapped  die  I can  find  are  the  1814  0105  and  0105  A reverses. 
It  will  help  if  you  look  at  the  coins  during  the  following  discourse.  The  0105  has  clash 
marks  under  the  scroll,  a heavy  one  from  the  left  wing  to  the  scroll,  left  wing  to  U,  under  the 
left  wing,  above  50  C.  and  under  the  right  wing.  Now  look  at  the  O105A.  Looking  with  the 
naked  eye  notice  the  heavy  ridge  from  wing  to  scroll  and  the  raised  field  under  the  wings. 
Now,  with  a glass,  you  can  see  that  the  left  wing  and  the  upper  olive  leaves  are  smaller  and 
more  shallow  as  are  the  left  claws,  olive  stem  and  the  breast  feathers  under  the  right  wing. 
One  of  the  feathers  is  actually  detached  - so  more  distant. 

Many  of  you  have  seen  the  1965  article  by  Don  Taxay  in  which  he  depicts  a master 
die  and  hub  consisting  of  a ring  of  stars.  A large  part  of  my  "hundreds  of  hours  of  study"  of 
minting  methods  consisted  of  proving  or  disproving  this  theory.  On  coins  before  1825  the 
naked  eye  can  see  the  differences  in  star  positions,  from  that  point  on  it  is  much  more 
difficult. 

I made  perhaps  30  transparencies  with  dots  of  paint  at  the  center  of  each  star,  several 
for  each  year  after  1 824.  The  star  positions  did  not  match  on  any  of  the  transparencies.  I 
also  matched  these  against  perhaps  half  the  marriages  from  1825-1836  without  finding  a 
match.  I also  had  exact  enlarged  transparencies  made  of  1809,  1830  before  and  after  the  hub 
change,  1834  0113  hub  (a  new  hub  both  obverse  and  reverse  discovered  by  myself  - 
Leaman)  and  the  1 834  small  head  hub  change.  Again,  none  of  these  matched.  As  a result  of 
these  studies  I can  categorically  state  that  no  logopunch  consisting  of  a ring  of  stars  ever  was 
used  to  make  dies  for  the  capped  bust  half  dollars.  So,  Taxay's  star  hub  theory  is  his 
imagination  working  overtime. 

December  1973  Re:  determining  die  states  and  other  trivia 

I was  wondering  if  the  amount  of  milling  can  really  be  used  to  determine  a die  state.  I 
have  used  milling  in  the  past  because  Overton  did,  now  to  be  corrected  to  "dentils".  I studied 
several  obverses  and  reverses  common  to  2 or  more  marriages  to  find  some  evidence  to 
support  or  disprove  my  theories.  I used  2 bases:  the  amount  of  dentilation  and  the  amount  of 
drawing  of  the  devices  toward  the  edge  of  the  coins.  Dentil  positions  are  to  be  referred  to  in 
a clockwise  position. 

1812  obverse  5 (0105  A and  0106),  0105 A has  dentils  from  top  of  the  cap  around  to 
star  3,  and  0106  has  them  from  the  end  of  the  bust  to  the  top  of  the  cap.  0105  A is  an  earlier 
die  state  than  0106  both  from  the  dentil  and  letter  drawing  standpoints.  But,  0106  has 
dentils  in  an  area  where  O105A  does  not! 

1829/7  obverse  one  (0101  and  0102),  the  0101  was  struck  before  the  0102 
determined  by  the  drawing  of  the  letters.  The  0101  has  dentils  from  star  8 to  star  6,  and  the 
0102  has  them  from  star  1 to  star  13.  So,  here  again  the  coin  second  in  the  emission  order 
has  dentils  in  an  area  not  present  on  the  earlier  coin. 

1811  reverse  E (0102,  0103,  and  O103A).  The  emission  order  here  by  drawing  is 
0103,  O103A,  and  0102.  The  0103  has  all  the  dentils,  the  0102  has  light  dentils  from  D in 
UNITED  to  I in  AMERICA.  The  0103 A only  has  a few  dentils  opposite  the  arrowheads. 
Again  the  dentils  appear  in  different  places 
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1817  reverse  C (0105,  0106,  and  O106A).  The  emission  order  follows  the 
numbering  system.  The  0105  has  full  dentils,  the  0106  has  them  from  E in  UNITED  to  A3, 
and  the  O106A  has  them  from  50  C.  to  E in  UNITED  which  is  the  opposite  of  the  0106. 

What  conclusions  can  be  drawn  from  this?  I feel  that  the  amount  of  dentilation 
present  does  not  necessarily  determine  the  die  state.  It  is  evident  that  not  all  of  the  dentils 
present  in  the  die  were  struck  into  the  planchet.  On  the  other  hand,  I am  fairly  certain  that 
the  amount  ot  drawing  of  the  letters  is  a more  exacting  method  of  determining  die  state  and 
emission  order. 


Monograph  number  three  7-24-1974 

I have  read  books  and  studied  transparencies,  coins,  my  models  of  dies  and  I offer  this 
analysis  of  that  research.  I feel  that  it  is  necessary  to  review  the  basics.  It  is  most  important 
that  these  be  thoroughly  understood  before  attempting  to  understand  and  correlate  the 
discussion  that  follows. 

Master  Dies  (MD)  were  made  by  engraving  into  a steel  blank  so  the  design  would  be 
intaglio.  The  design  could  be  enlarged  or  deepened  but  not  reduced. 

Hubs  were  raised  by  forcing  the  MD  into  another  steel  blank,  so  the  design  would  be 
embossed  similar  to  the  coin.  The  design  could  be  reduced  or  lowered  but  not  enlarged. 

Working  dies  (WD)  were  sunk  by  the  hub,  so  like  the  MD  the  design,  would  be 
intaglio.  The  design  could  be  enlarged  but  not  reduced. 

The  Obverse  MD  contained  the  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty.  The  reverse  MD  contained 
the  eagle,  scroll,  olive  leaves  and  the  arrowheads  and  shafts.  Transparencies  show  the 
position  of  the  scroll  and  the  olive  leaves  is  the  same  on  all  die  marriages  1809-1836.  I had 
assumed  that  the  arrowheads  were  punched  into  the  working  die  singly  because  of  the  great 
variety  of  shapes  and  sizes,  particularly  in  1 832.  This  assumption  was  incorrect. 

I completed  my  study  of  the  arrowheads  where  I found  that  the  transparencies  show 
the  shafts  are  all  in  the  same  position.  There  are  also  several  defects  that  show  up  identically 
in  each  of  the  years  1809-1836.  By  further  study,  I learned  that  similar  or  even  vastly 
different  arrowheads  were  the  result  of  enlarging  or  deepening  on  the  working  dies,  or  from 
lapping  of  the  die.  The  only  exception  is  1834  0113  and  0114  where  the  arrowheads  are 
smaller  - more  on  these  later. 

The  date  and  stars  were  punched  into  the  obverse  WD  with  individual  punches.  The 
legend  and  50C  were  punched  into  the  reverse  WD  the  same  way.  The  crossbars  and  stripes 
were  hand  engraved  into  the  shield.  The  dentils  were  also  hand  engraved  into  the  working 
dies. 
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(Authors  note:  This  section  covers  one  of  the  most  controversial  subjects  in  the 

minting  procedures  used  for  the  Bust  Half  Dollars.  There  is  still  much  debate  on  whether  Dr. 
Leamans'  theories  about  Liberty  and  E PLURIBUS  UNUM  are  correct.  I have  included 
them  here  for  your  consideration.  You  should  refer  to  The  John  Reich  Journal  Volume  7, 
Number  3 for  Russ  Logan's  article  "HubPunches"  for  another  opinion.  I am  sure  that  there 
will  be  more  discussion  of  this  matter  before  the  issue  is  finally  settled.) 

Liberty  (LIB)  and  E PLURIBUS  UNUM  (EPU)  could  appear  at  three  stages  of  the 
minting  process  and  could  result  from  any  one  of  four  procedures.  Bear  in  mind  the  relief  of 
depth  of  the  letter  is  opposite  to  the  design.  They  could  be  engraved  on  the  MD,  engraved 
into  the  hub,  punched  into  the  hub,  or  engraved  on  the  WD.  The  latter  is  out,  because  too 
many  WD  have  the  same  configurations.  In  the  other  stages  the  letters  still  would  have  to  be 
engraved,  either  on  the  MD  or  hub,  or  on  the  punches. 

Let's  consider  the  second  reverse  MD,  1809.  I stated  earlier  that  the  features  are  the 
same  and  in  the  same  position  on  all  die  marriages  1809-1836  except  the  1834  0113  and 
0114.  These  two  marriages  have  arrowheads  so  small  they  could  not  be  caused  by  the 
polishing  of  the  WD.  The  left  side  of  the  scroll  is  shorter  and  less  curved.  These  are  the 
most  obvious  differences  that  were  noticeable  on  the  transparencies,  there  are  many  others. 
These  reductions  could  not  be  done  on  the  WD.  A new  hub  had  to  be  made,  or  the  old  hub 
had  to  be  cut  down. 

Now  we  come  to  the  most  interesting  part  - EPU.  Overton  states  for  the  1834  0113- 
4's  that  the  "E  in  scroll  has  been  eradicated  and  recut  further  left".  Since  we  have  eliminated 
the  engraving  of  EPU  on  the  WD,  this  would  indicate  that  EPU  was  engraved  into  the  hub, 
or  punched  in  either  by  individual  letter  punches  or  an  "E"  punch  and  two  or  more 
logopunches. 

Now  on  to  the  obverse.  The  obverse  presented  more  of  a challenge  than  the  reverse 
because  of  the  numerous  MD  and  hub  changes.  There  is  no  question  that  the  1 807  and  1 809 
being  from  different  MD's. 

The  next  change  is  in  1817.  The  study  of  the  coins  shows  they  are  very  similar  but 
the  transparencies  show  some  very  little  differences.  The  new  hub  is  enlarged  at  the  back  of 
the  cap,  under  the  chin,  and  at  the  nose.  The  MD  could  be  enlarged,  or  these  differences 
could  be  done  on  the  WD.  LIBERTY  is  entirely  different  so,  if  LIBERTY  was  engraved  on 
the  MD,  we  have  a new  MD,  but  if  it  was  added  to  the  hub  then  we  have  a new  hub. 

Taxay  states  in  Scott's:  "1830  New  obverse  hub",  and  in  U.S.  MINT  AND 
COINAGE  states  "In  1830  he  ( Kneass  ) touched  up  the  half  dollar  (Master)  die."  I agree. 
The  transparencies  show  the  new  hub  extends  beyond  the  1817  hub  mainly  at  the  chin  and 
nose.  Therefore,  the  MD  had  to  be  enlarged  to  make  this  hub.  LIBERTY  on  this  hub  is  the 
same  as  the  1817  hub,  so  it  was  engraved  on  the  MD,  or  punched  into  the  hub. 
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The  next  change  occurred  in  1832.  The  transparencies  show  many  areas  reduced 
trom  the  1830  hub.  The  area  under  the  chin  is  the  only  area  larger  on  the  1832  hub.  Study  of 
the  coins  reveals  that  the  angle  of  the  jaw  is  different  and  the  relief  is  higher  at  the  chin, 
cheek,  neck,  and  bust.  The  ribbon  ends  are  concave  on  the  1830  hub  and  convex  on  the  1832 
hub  proving  the  relief  is  higher  here  also.  The  relief  can  not  be  raised  on  the  hub,  so  no  new 
MD  was  made  and  used.  LIBERTY  again  is  entirely  different.  Thus,  LIBERTY  could  have 
been  engraved  on  the  MD  or  added  to  the  hub. 

The  1834  Ol  13-4  marriages  were  made  from  a new  reverse  hub.  The  transparencies 
show  nothing  enlarged  from  the  1 832  hub.  The  top  of  the  bust  and  neck  are  reduced  and  the 
overall  relief  is  lower.  This  could  not  be  done  on  the  WD. 

The  next  change  in  the  series  is  the  1834  small  bust  that  Taxay  calls  type  of  1835. 
The  obvious  difference  here  is  that  the  bust  is  much  smaller. 

The  main  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  determine  what  each  of  the  changes  were.  This 
determination  can  be  made  only  by  ascertaining  when,  and  by  what  method  LIBERTY  and 
EPU  occurred  in  the  minting  process.  We  have  eliminated  engraving  on  the  WD  because  of 
the  similarity  from  marriage  to  marriage.  The  remaining  methods  are  engraving  into  the  hub, 
punching  into  the  hub,  and  engraving  on  the  MD.  Let's  explore  them  in  that  order. 

If  LIBERTY  and  EPU  were  engraved  into  the  hub,  they  would  be  different  on  each 
hub.  This  method  could  not  be  used  because  we  found  that  a new  obverse  hub  was  made  in 
1 830  but  the  LIBERTY  is  the  same  as  the  previous  hub. 

If  LIBERTY  and  EPU  were  punched  into  the  hub  either  by  single  letter  punches  or 
logopunches,  new  hubs  could  be  made  the  same  as  previous  hubs.  Let's  examine  this 
possibility  further. 

Reich  could  have  had  no  idea  that  his  1 807  MD  would  be  used  for  only  a year  and  a 
half,  so  why  would  he  engrave  a punch  to  be  used  on  another  hub?  I spent  a lot  of  time 
comparing  letters  throughout  the  series.  Note  that  the  letters  L,  I,  B,  E,  R are  also  found  in 
the  motto  EPU.  In  no  instances  are  any  of  the  letters  the  same  in  both.  None  of  the  letters 
on  the  1807  hub  are  the  same  on  the  1809  hub,  nor  are  any  of  the  letters  of  either  of  these 
hubs  found  on  later  hubs.  If  they  went  to  the  trouble  to  engrave  punches  it  would  seem 
probable  they  would  use  them  more  than  once,  because  the  letters  in  LIBERTY  and  EPU  are 
the  same  size. 

Let's  start  with  the  reverse  again.  The  1834  Ol  13-4  EPU  punches  would  have  had  to 
lay  around  the  humid  mint  for  25  years  without  suffering  any  rust  damage-  possible  but 
improbable.  We  know  of  many  coins  struck  by  a WD  that  rusted  the  same  year  it  was  made. 
Also  the  letters  would  have  had  to  be  punched  into  the  hub  in  exactly  the  same  position  as  on 
the  1809  hub.  Again,  possible  but  highly  improbable. 
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Now,  on  to  the  obverse.  The  new  1817  LIBERTY  could  have  been  punched  into  the 
hub  but,  if  the  EPU  punches  lasted  25  years  why  did  they  have  to  make  a new  LIBERTY 
punch  after  only  8 years?  Then  this  new  LIBERTY  punch  would  have  had  to  last  13  years  to 
be  used  again  in  1830.  Since  the  1817  MD  lasted  13  years  it  is  not  impossible  for  the 
punches  to  last  that  long.  I feel  that  they  would  have  preserved  the  MD  better  because  it 
took  so  long  to  engrave.  My  1817  and  1830  transparencies  are  of  a different  magnification, 
so  I cannot  tell  if  the  position  is  the  same,  but  it  appears  to  be  on  the  coins.  This  punch 
would  have  had  to  be  used  after  only  a 2 year  interval  to  1 832.  If  some  punches  lasted  25 
and  13  years  respectively,  why  would  the  same  punch  not  be  used  after  only  2 years? 

The  remaining  two  obverse  hubs  (1834  0113-4  and  the  type  of  1835)  present  no 
problem  if  they  are  modified  hubs.  If  they  are  new  hubs,  the  1 832  punch  could  have  lasted  2 
years  to  be  used  again.  But,  again  the  exact  placement  would  have  been  improbable.  I feel 
there  are  too  many  near  impossible  circumstances  presented  here  to  believe  punches  were 
used.  I will  admit,  however,  that  the  evidence  against  this  method  is  subjective  and 
circumstantial. 

So,  we  come  to  the  only  other  method  that  could  have  been  used,  LIBERTY  and 
EPU  engraved  on  the  MD.  I am  sure  that  you  now  know  from  the  evidence  I have  presented 
that  this  is  what  I believe.  This  time  we  will  start  with  the  obverse.  It  has  been  shown  that 
1807,  1809,  and  1832  are  new  obverse  MD  and  that  all  of  them  have  a new,  and  different, 
LIBERTY.  Let's  assume  that  the  1817  is  also  a new  MD  because  it  also  has  a new 
LIBERTY.  The  1817  MD  was  enlarged  in  1830  to  make  a new  hub,  thus  the  same 
LIBERTY.  The  1834  0113-4  were  made  from  a modified  1832  hub  and  further  modified  to 
the  type  of  1835.  The  new  hub  was  botched  up,  so  they  discarded  it  and  returned  to  using 
the  1 809  hub.  Again  this  is  circumstantial  evidence. 

See  how  simple  it  is?  Or,  is  it  so  simple?  If  the  reverse  damage  between  E and  P on 
the  1834  01 13-4  is  indeed  an  E started  in  error,  where  did  it  come  from?  Or,  is  it  some  other 
damage?  This,  to  me,  is  the  key  aspect  of  the  whole  minting  story.  This  is  why  I have  been 
confused  for  so  long.  It  is  a direct  contradiction  to  everything  else  I have  learned.  There 
could  be  some  simple,  logical  explanation  that  has  escaped  me. 

(Author's  note:  This  is  how  this  monograph  ended,  some  questions  answered  and  others 
remained  to  be  contemplated.  Since  the  publication  of  this  monograph,  other  changes  in  the 
sequence  have  been  discovered.  See  the  chart  at  the  end  of  this  book  for  the  current  listing 
of  the  specific  marriages  for  each  hub). 

I would  like  to  express  my  deepest  gratitude  to  Dr.  Ivan  Leaman  for  his  permission  to  reprint 
his  research  here  in  my  book.  Also,  for  his  continued  friendship  and  support  since  I have  had 
the  pleasure  to  know  him. 
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I he  following  is  a listing  of  the  Master  Dies  of  the  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollar  Series  and 
the  varieties  produced  from  each. 

First  Master  Die  Obverse  1 807 

Used  to  produce  first  Hub  used  to  make  all  1807  & 1808's. 

Second  Master  Die  Obverse  1 809 

Used  to  produce  second  Hub  used  to  make  all  1809's  through  1812  0101-2. 

Second  Master  Die  re-engraved  1812 

Used  to  produce  third  Hub  used  to  make  1812  0103  through  1817  0101-0106,  0110-11, 
0113,  1818/17  0101  and  0103. 

Third  Master  Die  engraved  1817 

Used  to  produce  fourth  Hub  used  to  make  1817  0107-109  and  0112  through  1825  0101, 
102,  103,  104,  105,  107,  108,  111,  112,  115,  116,  118. 

Third  Master  Die  re-engraved  1 825 

Used  to  produce  fifth  Hub  used  to  make  1825  0106,  109,  110,  113,  114,  117  through  1830 
0106,  107,  113,  114. 

Third  Master  Die  re-engraved  again  in  1 830 

Used  to  produce  sixth  Hub  used  to  make  1830  0101-105,  108-112,  115-123 
through  1832  0107-111,  115,  122. 

Fourth  Master  Die  produced  1832 

Used  to  produce  seventh  Hub  used  to  make  1832  0101-106,  112-114,  116-121,  123 
through  1834  0101-10. 

Fifth  Master  Die  produced  1 834 

Used  to  produce  eighth  Hub  used  to  make  0116  then  it  (the  hub)  was  re-engraved 
to  make  01 13-1 14  -the  AB's. 
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Sixth  Master  Die  produced  1834  small  bust 

Used  to  produce  ninth  Hub  used  to  make  1834  0111,  112,  115,  117-121,  through  the  end  of 
the  series  (1836  0123). 

Reverse  Master  Die  One  1 807 

Used  to  produce  Hub  One  which  made  1807-1808. 

Reverse  Master  Die  Two  1809 

Used  to  produce  Hub  two  which  made  1809-1834  all  except  0113-14,  then  reused  to  make 
the  rest  of  the  series. 

Reverse  Master  Die  Three  1 834 

Used  to  produce  Hub  three  used  to  make  only  the  113-114  AB’s 

Many  researchers  have  a hard  time  believing  that  there  were  only  three  reverse  hubs  made  for 
use  during  the  whole  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollar  series  when  they  made  nine  for  the  obverse. 
There  is  some  belief  that  they  were  made  so  perfectly  identical  that  we  have  not  yet  learned 
the  differences.  Other  researchers  believe  that  there  were  numerous  hubs  raised  from  the 
same  master  die  for  use  during  the  series.  Either  way  there  are  surely  more  mysteries  for 
future  researchers  to  try  and  solve. 

This  listing  will  allow  the  collector  who  wishes  to  obtain  an  example  from  each  hub  variety  a 
quick  checklist  of  the  Overton  numbers  for  the  die  varieties  represented  by  each  of  the  hubs. 
By  assembling  this  type  of  collection  you  can  easily  see  the  differences  and  evolution  of  the 
Capped  Bust  Half  Dollar  series  of  United  States  Coinage.  There  are  no  price  restrictions  to 
completing  this  collection  as  there  are  no  major  rarities  to  deter  the  collector  on  any  budget. 
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Detailed  differences  in  the  appearances  of  the  coins  produced  from  the  individual 
hubs: 

First  master  die  produced  only  one  hub  used  to  strike  the  1807  and  1808  marriages. 

Second  master  die  produced  its  first  hub  (hub  #2)  in  1 809  which  was  used  to  produce  the 
working  dies  through  early  1812  (0101-2).  Liberty's  cap  became  smaller,  the  ribbons  at  the 
back  of  the  cap  were  made  shorter,  and  Liberty’s  curls  became  bolder  with  fewer  individual 
strands,  the  ear  is  now  clearer  and  her  nose  is  more  defined.  Additionally,  the  curl  above  the 
clasp  has  been  repositioned  and  the  folds  of  the  drapery  covering  the  bust  have  been  changed. 
The  angle  of  the  neckline  and  chin  have  also  been  altered.  The  ribbon  ends  from  the  drapery 
clasp  have  been  shortened  and  the  bustline  has  been  de-emphasized. 

The  second  hub  produced  from  the  second  master  die  (hub  #3)  was  used  from  1812  0103 
through  part  of  1817  (0101-6,110,111,  and  113).  This  hub  produced  working  dies  that  had 
thicker,  fuller  and  more  numerous  hair  curls  as  well  as  a fuller  bustline  to  Liberty.  Liberty's 
face  is  also  fuller  with  a more  defined  chinline. 

The  third  master  die  was  created  in  1 8 1 7 and  the  fourth  hub  raised  which  was  used  for  the 
remaining  varieties  in  1817  and  into  1825  (0102-5,107-9,111,112,115,116,118.)  This 

master  die's  hub  had  a lower  relief  to  the  curls  which  were  more  delicate  than  those  of  the 
previous  issues.  The  face  has  a more  uplifted  sightline  and  appears  more  pleasant.  The  size 
of  the  nose  has  been  reduced.  The  number  of  haircurls  on  the  forehead  down  to  the  ear  were 
increased.  The  drapery  lines  are  more  detailed  around  the  front  of  the  bust  to  the  clasp.  The 
folds  of  the  cap  are  also  more  detailed. 

Another  hub,  number  five,  was  raised  from  the  third  master  die  and  it  was  used  to  produce 
the  working  dies  that  made  the  remaining  1825  varieties  through  the  early  part  of  1830 
(0106,107,113,114).  The  haircurls  were  again  thickened  and  made  in  greater  relief.  The 
angle  of  the  chin  was  reduced  so  that  Liberty  appears  to  be  looking  more  straightforward. 
The  neckline  is  at  a more  severe  angle  and  the  length  of  the  bust  has  been  shortened.  The 
number  of  curls  under  the  cap  and  above  the  ear  have  been  reduced.  The  folds  in  the  cap 
have  been  changed. 

A third  hub,  number  six  for  the  series,  was  raised  from  the  third  master  die  in  1830  which 
produced  the  working  dies  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  through  part  of  1832  (0107- 
111,1 15,122).  The  cap  has  again  been  slightly  reduced  on  this  hub.  The  depth  of  the  curls 
has  again  been  reduced.  The  chin  of  Liberty  has  been  deepened  giving  a fuller  jawline.  The 
portrait  has  been  altered  making  the  nose  longer  and  the  mouth  smaller.  The  eye  appears  to 
be  less  open  and  looks  more  straight  forward.  The  folds  in  the  drapery  are  more  shallow,  but 
the  bustline  appears  fuller. 

The  fourth  master  die  was  engraved  in  1832  and  was  used  to  raise  only  one  hub,  the  seventh 
for  the  series.  This  hub  produced  the  working  dies  for  the  remaining  1832's  through  early 
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1834  (0101-10).  The  portrait  of  Liberty  again  was  enlarged  on  this  hub.  The  cap  is  larger 
with  deeper  creases.  The  profile  has  again  been  lowered,  so  that  Liberty  is  looking  almost 
straight  ahead.  The  cheek  is  much  fuller  and  rounded.  The  length  of  the  bust  has  been 
reduced  and  narrowed.  The  drapery  folds  at  the  front  of  the  bust  are  more  numerous  and  cut 
deeper.  The  hair  curls  have  again  been  made  bolder.  The  hair  curl  in  front  of  the  ear  has 
been  reduced  from  two  strands  to  one. 

The  fifth  master  die  was  engraved  in  1 834  and  was  used  to  raise  only  one  hub  (the  eighth  of 
the  series)  that  was  used  to  make  the  working  dies  for  the  AB's  (Abominable  Bastards 
0113,0114,0116).  The  emission  order  for  these  varieties  is  0116,  0114,  0113.  This  is 
important  to  remember  as  these  working  dies  were  probably  used  as  experiments.  They 
could  be  termed  transitional  pieces  between  the  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars  and  the  Reeded 
Edge  Halves  which  would  be  made  in  two  short  years.  The  working  die  for  the  0116  was 
sunk  from  the  hub  in  the  same  manner  as  they  had  in  the  past  and  was  hand  finished  in  the 
traditional  way.  This  die  was  then  used  to  strike  a normal  amount  of  coins,  for  the  era.  It  is 
my  opinion  that  Kneass  then  decided  to  experiment  with  the  LARGE  HEAD  MASTER  DIE 
that  they  had  on  hand.  I believe  that  Kneass  then  re-annealed  the  master  die  and  sank  stars 
into  it  with  individual  star  punches,  much  the  same  as  he  would  have  into  a working  die.  He 
then  prepared  the  existing  HUB  by  grinding  away  part  of  the  raised  area  and  then  re-annealed 
it  to  make  it  softer.  He  then  pressed  the  hub  into  the  master  die,  for  the  second  time,  to  raise 
the  central  device  and  the  stars.  The  experiment  did  not  work  as  well  as  he  had  hoped,  as  the 
new  hub  then  had  to  be  reworked  by  hand  to  strengthen  the  bust  before  using  it  to  sink  a 
working  die.  A definite  deterioration  in  the  hair  detail  can  be  seen  from  Ol  16  to  the  next  two 
varieties.  The  hub  was  then  hardened,  again,  and  used  to  sink  the  working  dies  for  Ol  14-3. 
The  stars  were  not  sunk  into  the  working  dies  to  the  proper  depth  due  to  the  fact  that  the  hub 
was  not  raised  to  the  sufficient  height.  Kneass  had  to  repunch  the  stars  by  hand  with  an 
individual  punch.  We  see  the  evidence  of  this  on  the  coins  with  many  extra  lines  showing  on 
the  finished  products. 

The  hub  changes  you  can  see  on  the  coins  include  the  Bust  of  Liberty  which  was  reduced  in 
width.  The  ear  was  altered  in  size  and  thickness,  and  the  chin  and  nose  were  slightly 
modified.  This  could  all  have  been  done  as  the  changes  were  from  cutting  metal  away  from 
the  raised  area  of  the  hub  before  sinking  the  working  dies.  The  working  dies  for  0114-3 
were  then  sunk.  The  star  positions  are  the  same  on  these  dies;  this  can  be  determined  by 
studying  their  relationships  to  one  another.  In  removing  stray  burrs  and  marks,  the  working 
die  for  0114  was  severely  lapped,  which  caused  many  of  the  starpoints  to  "bend".  This 
makes  studying  the  relationships  more  difficult,  but  once  the  lapping  changes  are  taken  into 
consideration,  they  become  more  evident.  Remember,  DO  NOT  use  the  relationships  of  the 
stars  to  the  dentils.  They  (the  dentils)  were  still  cut  into  the  working  die  by  hand  for  these 
two  varieties  as  they  had  been  for  the  rest  of  the  series. 
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This,  in  my  opinion,  was  an  experiment  to  see  if  it  was  possible  to  hub  more  of  the  design 
elements  than  had  been  previously  thought  possible.  Apparently  the  experiment  was  a failure 
as  the  screwpresses  seemingly  did  not  have  enough  strength  to  raise  the  design  elements  on 
the  periphery  of  the  hub  to  the  required  height.  This  is  evidenced  by  the  extremely  flat  stars 
on  0113  and  0114,  and  the  extensive  recutting  of  the  stars  in  an  attempt  to  make  them 
appear  more  acceptable.  The  move  to  the  new  mint,  and  the  installation  of  the  steam  presses 
for  the  larger  denominations,  finally  resulted  in  the  hubbing  of  the  complete  design  beginning 
with  the  Reeded  Edge  Halves. 

Liberty  has  been  given  a thinner,  less  full,  face  on  this  hub.  Her  nose  and  mouth  are  more 
defined  and  she  also  has  a thinner  longer  neck.  The  angle  of  the  bust  has  again  been  altered 
and  it  curves  more  from  the  neckline  to  the  drapery,  which  has  been  reduced  showing  fewer 
folds.  The  curls  are  slightly  heavier  with  less  detail.  The  drapery  clasp  is  larger  and  more 
oval  in  shape  with  an  unusual  double  outline  not  found  anywhere  else  in  the  series. 

The  1834  0116,0114,0113  varieties  were  the  last  ones  produced  in  1834  by  working  dies 
made  from  the  old  large  bust  hub  and  master  die.  The  remaining  varieties  were  all  struck 
with  dies  made  from  the  new  small  bust  hub  and  master  die.  I believe  that  Kneass 
experimented  with  the  large  bust  master  die  after  the  new  small  bust  master  die  was 
completed.  The  old  master  die  which  was  due  to  be  retired,  if  damaged,  or  destroyed, 
would  not  have  affected  the  production  of  the  half  dollar  coinage.  This  would  account  for 
the  experimentation  with  the  AB  dies.  The  remaining  varieties  of  large  head  1 834  half  dollars 
were  struck  in  1835  or  1836.  This  was  due  to  Kneass's  stroke  that  left  him  less  able  to 
prepare  working  dies.  The  production  had  to  be  continued,  so  an  official  of  the  Mint 
gathered  up  all  the  usable  dies  on  hand  and  pressed  them  into  service  producing  the  following 
large  head  varieties  in  1835  dated  1834;  0121,  0120,  0119,  0109  and  the  0110  struck  in 
1836.  This  is  proven  by  the  dentil  study  done  by  David  Finkelstein,  published  in  The  John 
Reich  Journal  Volume  8. 

The  final  master  die  for  the  series  was  produced  in  1 834  and  was  used  to  raise  the  ninth  hub 
which  was  used  for  the  working  dies  of  1834  0111-2,  115,  1 17-8,  all  1835's  and  through  the 
end  of  the  lettered  edge  series  in  1 836.  This  was  the  new  small  bust  type  which  had  a more 
pointed  bust  with  a sharper  angle  to  the  chest  from  the  chin  to  the  end  of  the  bustline.  The 
cap  was  again  made  smaller  and  appears  to  sit  more  upright  on  Liberty's  head.  The  profile  of 
Liberty  at  the  nose  was  also  made  shorter.  Liberty  again  appears  to  be  looking  straight  ahead 
with  almost  a blank  stare.  The  angle  and  depth  of  the  chin  have  been  reduced.  The  relief  of 
the  curls  were  again  slightly  reduced.  The  ribbon  ends  were  altered  with  the  upper  one  being 
reduced  in  size  and  angled  more  straight  out  from  the  head  leaving  a small  space  between  it 
and  the  lower  one. 
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Conversion  Table  from  Beistle  to  first  edition  Overton  to  second  edition  Overton 


Date 

1807 


1808 


1809 


1810 


Overton- 1970* 

Overton- 1967 

Beistle 

0111 

23,24 

H9 

0112 

25-29 

lOa-G 

0113 

30-32 

101 

0114 

33 

12J 

0101 

1-6 

1A 

0102 

7-9 

2B 

0103 

11-12 

3Ca 

0104 

13-16 

4D 

0105 

17 

5E 

0106 

18-20 

7G 

0107 

21-24 

8H 

0108 

25-27 

9F-J 

0109 

28 

6F-J 

0110 

29-30 

H.2 

0101 

1 

NO-A 

0102 

2-5 

1A 

0103 

6-8 

2a-NR 

0104 

9-10 

2a-NR 

0105 

11-12 

NL 

0106 

13-17 

2a-B 

0107 

18-21 

6H 

0108 

22 

3H  NIV 

0109 

23-26 

3C 

0110 

27 

3ANIV 

0111 

28-29 

4D 

0112 

30 

5a-G 

0113 

31 

NL 

0114 

NL 

NL 

0115 

32-33 

5a-F 

0101 

1-4 

lb-Aa 

0102 

5-6 

2a-Ba 

0103 

7-8 

2-NR 

0104 

9-10 

3C 

0105 

11-12 

4D 

0106 

13-18 

5E 

0107 

19-20 

6a-F 

0108 

21-23 

7H 

0109 

24-25 

NO-G 

0110 

26-27 

NO-J 

66 


181 1 


1812 


1813 


1814 


1815 


0101 

1-3 

7J 

0102 

4 

7F-NM 

0103 

5-7 

5a-Fa 

0104 

8-10 

4E 

0105 

11-13 

IB 

0106 

14-15 

8A 

0107 

16 

lb-A 

0108 

17-18,25-26 

2C 

0109 

19 

3D 

0110 

20-21 

6G 

0111 

22-24 

9Ka 

0112 

27 

NL 

0113 

NL 

NL 

0101 

NL 

NL 

0102 

1-4 

2a-B 

0103 

5-7 

1A 

0104 

8-10 

3a-Ca 

0105 

11-13 

4D 

0106 

14 

4- NR 

0107 

15-18 

5E 

0108 

19-20 

5H 

0109 

21-26 

6F 

0110 

27-29 

7-8-G-J 

0101 

1-4 

la-A 

0102 

5 

1A-NR 

0103 

6-9 

2B 

0104 

10,25 

2-NR 

0105 

11-13 

3C 

0106 

14-16 

4D 

0107 

17-19 

6E 

0108 

26-27 

NL 

0109 

20-22 

7F 

0110 

23-24 

8F 

0101 

1-4 

1A 

0102 

5-6 

2B 

0103 

7-8 

3C 

0104 

9-10 

4D 

0105 

19-21,26-27 

0.3 

0106 

11-12 

6F 

0107 

13-16,24-25 

7G 

0108 

17-18 

8H 

0109 

22-23 

NL 

0101 

1-5 

1A 

67 


1817 


1818 


1819 


0101 

1-4 

1A 

0102 

5-6 

NL 

0103 

7-10 

2B 

0104 

NL 

NL 

0105 

11-12 

2d-La 

0106 

13-15 

9L 

0107 

16-18 

3C,5H 

0108 

19 

3b-D 

0109 

20 

4D 

0110 

22-23 

error4E 

0111 

24-27 

6-Fa 

0112 

28-30 

7G 

0113 

31-32 

8J 

0101 

1-2 

1A 

0102 

3-6 

2B 

0103 

7 

la-J 

0104 

8-9 

9J 

0105 

10-11 

12J 

0106 

12-14 

12M 

0107 

15-17 

4D 

0108 

18-20 

3C 

0109 

21-23 

5-8, E-K 

0110 

NL 

NL 

0111 

24-25 

6F 

0112 

26-28 

7G 

0113 

29-30 

10L 

0114 

31-33 

llLa 

0115 

NL 

NL 

0101 

1-3 

2B 

0102 

4 

1-11  -A 

0103 

5-6 

1-11  -L 

0104 

7-10 

3C 

0105 

11-12 

4D 

0106 

13 

NO-D 

0107 

14-18 

5E 

0108 

19-22 

7E 

0109 

23-26 

6G 

0110 

27-30 

8H 

0111 

31-33 

9-15-J 

0112 

34-36 

10K 

0113 

37-39 

12-14-M-F 

0114 

40-41 

13P 

0115 

42 

H.9 

68 


1820 


1821 


1822 


1823 


0101 

1-2 

1A 

0102 

3-5 

2B 

0103 

6-7 

4Da 

0104 

8-10 

3b-D 

0105 

11-14 

3b-C 

0106 

15-16 

5E 

0107 

17 

5G 

0108 

18-19 

6F 

0101  • 

1-4 

ID 

0102 

5-6 

1A 

0103 

7-8 

2B 

0104 

9-11 

3Ca 

0105 

12-13 

4E 

0106 

14-15 

5F 

0107 

16-17 

6G 

0101 

1-2 

8H 

0102 

NL 

NL 

0103 

3-4 

NO-G 

0104 

5 

1A 

0105 

6-7 

2B 

0106 

8-10 

3C 

0107 

11 

4D 

0108 

12-14 

5E 

0109 

15-16 

6F 

0110 

17-19 

9J 

0111 

20-21 

10K 

0112 

22 

11L 

0113 

23 

11 -NR 

0114 

24-25 

12M 

0115 

26 

H.3 

0101 

1-2 

9J 

0102 

3-4 

9-NR 

0103 

5-6 

1A 

0104 

7-11 

2B 

0105 

12-14 

3C 

0106 

15-16 

4D 

0107 

17-19 

5E 

0108 

20-24 

6F 

0109 

NL 

NL 

0110 

25-29 

7G 

0111 

30-36 

8a-Ha 

0112 

37-38 

10K 

0113 

NL 

NL 

69 


1824 


1825 


1826 


0101 

1-2 

12L 

0102 

3 

12P 

0103 

4-5 

1A 

0104 

6-7 

14P 

0105 

8-9 

2a-B 

0106 

10 

3C 

0107 

11-13 

4D 

0108 

14-16 

5D 

0109 

17-20 

6E 

0110 

21-24 

7F 

0111 

25-29 

8-10-G-I 

0112 

NL 

NL 

0113 

30-32 

9a-Ha 

0114 

33 

9a-NR 

0115 

34-36 

llb-K 

0116 

37-38 

13M 

0117 

39-41 

NL 

0101 

1 

1A 

0102 

2-3 

2B 

0103 

20 

9J 

0104 

NL 

NL 

0105 

4-7 

H.5 

0106 

8-9 

4Da 

0107 

10-11 

5E 

0108 

12 

6F 

0109 

13-14 

6L 

0110 

15-16 

11L 

0111 

17 

7G 

0112 

18-19 

8H 

0113 

21-25 

10K 

0114 

26-27 

12M 

0115 

28-31 

13N 

0116 

32-34 

14P 

0117 

35 

15Q 

0118 

NL 

NL 

0101 

1-5 

1A 

0102 

6-8 

2B 

0103 

9 

2-NR 

0104 

10-13 

3C 

0105 

14 

3a-N 

0106 

15-17 

4D 

0107 

18 

4a-E 

0108 

19-23,49 

5F 

0109 

24-25,47 

6G 

0110 

26 

7H 

70 


1826 


1827 


0111 

27-28 

7M 

0112 

29-31 

8J 

0113 

32-33 

9K 

0114 

34 

9L 

0115 

35 

10M 

0116 

36-37 

10P 

0117 

38-39 

1 IQ 

0118 

40-43,48 

12R 

0119 

44-45 

13K 

0120 

46 

13S 

0101 

1-2 

1A 

0102 

3-5 

IB  NM 

0103 

6-7 

2AG  NM 

0104 

8 

4D 

0105 

9-10,33-34,36  NL  33=1 2M,  34 

0106 

11-12 

5F 

0107 

15,66 

6G 

0108 

13-14 

6-NR 

0109 

16-17 

7H 

0110 

18-19 

15H 

0111 

20 

15S 

0112 

21-25 

NO-X 

0113 

26-27 

0114 

28 

8J 

0115 

29-31,54-55 

11 -NR 

(0150)# 

32 

11M 

0116 

37 

19Y 

0117 

38-39,67-69 

13P  67=NL 

0118 

40,53 

14Q  53=23 AC 

0119 

41 

MAG 

0120 

42 

18V 

0121 

43 

20Z 

0122 

44,73 

NL 

0123 

80 

NL 

0124 

45 

NO-AA 

0125 

46-49 

21 AA 

0126 

50-52 

22AB 

0127 

NM 

NL 

0128 

NM 

NL 

0129 

56-57 

27  AF 

0130 

58 

27CNM 

0131 

59,62 

3C  62=17U 

0132 

60-61 

3-NR  61=17NR 

0133 

NM 

NL 

0134 

63 

H.3-4 

71 


1827 


0135 

64-65,84 

H.6 

0136 

70-71,74 

NL 

0137 

NM 

NL 

0138 

72 

0.4 

0139 

78-79 

NL 

0140 

75 

0.5 

0141 

76-77 

NL 

0142 

81,85 

NL 

0143 

82-83 

NL 

0144 

NM 

NL 

0145 

86 

NL 

0146 

87-91 

10L 

0147 

92 

H.l  1,10-NR 

0148 

NM 

NL 

0149 

NM 

NL 

# Why  Overton  left  it  out  of  his  revised  (1970)  edition  is  unknown.  There  have  been  no 
documented  pieces  come  to  light  in  the  intervening  years  but  the  possibility  remains  that  this 
combination  of  dies  does  exist. 


0101 

1-2 

1A 

0102 

3,11 

IB 

0103 

4-5 

2C 

0104 

6-10 

2-NR 

0105 

NM 

NL 

0106 

NL 

NL 

0107 

12-13 

3D 

0108 

14-15 

5G 

0109 

16 

5H 

0110 

17-19 

4E 

0111 

20 

4F 

0112 

21 

4F 

0113 

22 

4a-NR 

0114 

27-28 

7-NR 

0115 

23-24,36 

6J  36=0.7 

0116 

25-26 

6K 

0117 

29-30 

8L 

0118 

31-32 

9M 

0119 

33 

9-NR 

0120 

34 

10N 

0121 

NM 

NL 

0122 

35 

H.7 

0123 

NM 

NL 

72 


1829 


1830 


0101 

1-3 

1A 

0102 

4-5 

IB 

0103 

6 

8B 

0104 

7-8,45 

8-NR  45=NL 

0105 

9-10 

6H 

0106 

11 

6a-A 

0107 

12,44 

1 1 A 44=NL 

0108 

13-15 

2C,2D  15=2S 

0109 

16 

2-NR 

0110 

17-19 

3E 

0111 

20-22 

3L,M 

0112 

23-27 

4-12-F-Q 

0113 

28 

5G 

0114 

29 

5T 

0115 

30-32 

91 

0116 

33-34 

10J 

0117 

35 

10K 

0118 

36-37 

14K  NM 

0119 

38-43 

14P 

0120 

NM 

NL 

0101 

1-2 

ID  2=4D 

0102 

3-4 

4- NR  4=  IP 

0103 

5-8 

3C 

0104 

9-11 

3 -NR 

0105 

NM 

NL 

0106 

12-15 

5E 

0107 

16-19,36 

7a-F  36=0.4 

0108 

20-21 

8H 

0109 

NL 

NL 

0110 

22,40 

8a-G  40=NL 

0111 

23-26 

12L 

0112 

NM 

NL 

0113 

27-30 

14N 

0114 

31 

14NR 

0115 

32 

NL 

0116 

33-35 

NL 

0117 

37-39 

0.6 

0118 

41 

NL 

0119 

42-44 

2B 

0120 

45-47 

9J 

0121 

48 

NO-J 

0122 

49-50 

NL 

0123 

51-52 

H.l 

73 


1831 


1832 


0101 

1-3 

1A 

0102 

4-6,41,43-44 

IB  41=NL  43=0.4 

0103 

7-12 

4E 

0104 

13-14,42 

3D  42=NL 

0105 

15 

3a-K 

0106 

16-17 

6-11-K-L 

0107 

18-19 

6-11-G 

0108 

20-23 

5F 

0109 

24 

2C 

0110 

25-26,29-30 

2NR  29=9J 

0111 

27 

7C 

0112 

28 

8H 

0113 

31 

NO-J 

0114 

32-33,35 

NL  35=12P 

0115 

34 

12M 

0116 

37-38 

H.2 

0117 

NM 

NL 

0118 

NM 

NL 

0119 

39-40 

NL 

0120 

NM 

NL 

0101 

1 -2,3-6 

4G 

0102 

7 

4D 

0103 

8-10 

2E 

0104 

11-13 

2D  NM 

0105 

17-18,57-60 

11JNM  57=NL 

0106 

19-21,66-67 

1A  66=NL 

0107 

22-24 

NL 

0108 

NM 

NL 

0109 

25 

6-NR 

0110 

26-29,41-43,62-63  6K  41=NL62= 

0111 

30-35 

7L 

0112 

36 

8L 

0113 

14-16 

11 -Db 

0114 

37 

NL 

0115 

38,44-47 

NL 

0116 

39-40,64 

12P  64=NL 

0117 

NM 

NL 

0118 

48-56 

NL 

0119 

61 

0.4 

0120 

65 

NL 

0121 

68-69 

NL 

0122 

70 

NL 

0123 

NM 

NL 

74 


1833 


1834 


1835 


0101 

1-2,31 

1A  31=0.3 

0102 

3,5 

2B 

0103 

6-7 

3C 

0104 

8-9 

4D 

0105 

10-11 

5E 

0106 

12-13 

6F 

0107 

14,34-35 

NL  34=NL 

0108 

15-20 

7H  20=9H 

0109 

21-22,26 

NO-N  26=H.4 

0110 

23-24 

8Ka 

0111 

NM 

NL 

0112 

25,33,36 

NL 

0113 

27-28,37-38 

H.6  37=NL 

0114 

29-30,32 

0.2  32=NL 

0115 

NM 

NL 

0116 

CLE 

NL 

0101 

46-48 

NL 

0102 

49-54 

NL 

0103 

55-67 

0.10 

0104 

28-31 

NL 

0105 

32 

NL 

0106 

33-36 

0.7 

0107 

37-43 

0.8 

0108 

44-45 

NL 

0109 

4-5 

2B 

0110 

27 

NL 

0111 

6-8 

3C 

0112 

11 

3 -NR 

0113 

12-15 

4D 

0114 

16-21 

0.3 

0115 

22-25 

NL 

0116 

26 

NL 

0117 

NL 

NL 

0118 

NL 

NL 

0119 

3 

1-NR 

0120 

9-10 

3-NR 

0121 

1-2 

1A 

0122 

CLE 

NL 

0101 

1 

1A 

0102 

2 

5A 

0103 

3-4 

5G 

0104 

NM 

NL 

0105 

5-8,10 

NO-B  10=4E 

0106 

9,15 

3D  15=0.2 

0107 

11-12 

2-6-C-J 

75 


1835 


1836 


0108 

13-14 

7H 

0109 

16 

NL 

0110 

NL 

NL 

0111 

CLE 

NL 

0101 

1-2,35 

1A  35=NO-N 

0102 

3-4 

1C  NM 

0103 

5 

4C 

0104 

6-9 

2a-Ba 

0105 

10 

NO-J 

0106 

11-14 

5D 

0107 

19 

7E 

0108 

15-18 

6E 

0109 

20 

8F 

0110 

22-23 

8M 

0111 

24-26 

9R 

0112 

27-31 

10H 

0113 

31-33 

1 IK 

0114 

21,34,43 

8 NR  34=  12N, 43=0.1 

0115 

36-37 

13P 

0116 

38 

14T 

0117 

39-40 

15U 

0118 

41-42 

NO-V 

0119 

44 

NL 

0120 

45-46 

NL 

0121 

NM 

NL 

0122 

47,50-51 

NO-Q  50=NL 

0123 

48-49 

NL 

new  marriages  found 

since  the 

1970  edition  and  the  Crushed  Lettered  Edge 

(CLE)  Halves. 

The  Beistle  and  Haseltine  descriptions  are  generally  vague  and  can  not  be  proven  beyond  a 
doubt  in  all  cases,  so  the  preceding  conversion  table  is  subject  to  some  minor  technical 
debate. 


Haseltine  numbers  are  represented  such  as  H.l  etc. 

Overton  supplement  (1964)  numbers  are  represented  as  0.1  etc. 

NM=new  marriage 

NR=new  reverse 

NO=new  obverse 

NL=new  listings 


Thanks  to  Donald  Parsley  for  permission  to  reprint  portions  of  this  text  from  the  first  edition 
of  the  Overton  book  (1967). 
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1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 

1811 

1812 

1813 

1814 

1815 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

1836 

Total 


19< 

4 

10 

15 

10 

13 

10 

10 

9 

1 

13 

15 

15 

8 

7 

15 

13 

17 

18 

20 

49 

23 

20 

23 

20 

23 

16 

22 

11 

23 

453 


Marriage  Chart 


Haseltine 

Reprint 

Beistle 

Overton 

Overton 

1881 

1927 

1929 

1967 

1970 

3 

3 

4 

4 

4 

6 

6 

9 

10 

10 

6 

7 

10 

13 

15 

5 

7 

9 

10 

10 

4 

6 

11 

13 

13 

7 

9 

9 

9 

10 

8 

8 

11 

11 

10 

5 

5 

8 

13 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

8 

13 

12 

13 

13 

13 

14 

13 

15 

10 

10 

15 

15 

15 

7 

7 

8 

8 

8 

6 

6 

7 

8 

7 

8 

12 

12 

14 

15 

7 

8 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

16 

17 

11 

11 

17 

16 

17 

9 

11 

20 

23 

20 

13 

14 

32 

51 

47 

13 

14 

16 

19 

23 

12 

13 

24 

22 

19 

11 

11 

20 

24 

23 

7 

8 

17 

23 

19 

6 

6 

20 

26 

22 

6 

9 

16 

21 

14 

9 

9 

4 

21 

21 

4 

5 

1 1 

10 

10 

6 

7 

24 

26 

23 

224 

248 

388 

463 

442 

1990  Totals  include  the  Crushed  Lettered  Edge  (CLE)  Half  Dollars 
recognized  by  the  Bust  Half  Nut  Club  in  1991  as  Overton 
varieties,  but  not  listed  in  the  1990  edition  of  the  book. 

This  chart  shows  the  increasing  numbers  of  varieties  identified 
through  the  years  with  the  publishing  of  each  new  reference. 
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Emission  Order  for  the  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars  as  established  by  Dr.  Ivan  Leaman  and 
Donald  Gunnet  through  years  of  study  and  dedication.  The  following  chart  may  not  be  100% 
correct,  but  it  is  the  only  known  effort  to  date  and  has  not  been  proven  incorrect  since 
publication  over  10  years  ago.  This  has  been  extracted  from  the  charts  found  in  The 
Coinage  of  the  Americas  Silver  Conference  presented  by  the  ANS  in  1986. 


Since  the  publication  of  the  COAC  book  there  has  been  some  research  into  the  realm  of  re- 
marriages in  the  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollar  series.  Some  of  these  have  been  illustrated  in  the 
pages  of  The  John  Reich  Journal.  There  are  probably  many  more  waiting  to  be  discovered 
in  the  series,  but  those  that  have  been  identified  have  not  altered  the  emission  order.  Students 
wishing  to  try  and  identify  a remarriage  should  start  their  search  with  issues  that  fall  at  the 
end  and  beginning  of  the  years,  and  with  issues  that  were  produced  in  a year  other  than  the 
date  on  the  coin. 

EMISSION  ORDER  CHART 


1807  0113 
0114 
0111 
0112 

1808  0101 
0110 
0108 
0109 

0103 
0102 

0104 
0107 

0105 

0106 
1809  0112 

0113 

0114 

0115 
0111 

0109 

0107 

0108 
0101 

0110 
0102 

0104 

0105 
0103 

0106 


1810  0101 
0102 

0103 
0110 
0106 

0105 

0109 

0107 

0108 

0104 

1811  0101 

0111 

0110 
0108 

0103 
0102 

0104 

0112 
0113 

0109 

0106 

0105 
0107 

1812  0101 
0102 

0110 
0109 

0103 

0104 


1812  0107 
0108 

0105 

0106 

1813  0103 
0101 
0102 

0104 
0108 
0106 

0105 
0110 
0109 

0107 

1814  0101 

0104 

0108 
0107 

0105 

0109 
0102 
0103 

0106 

1815  0101 

1817  0101 

0102 

0103 

0110 
0113 


1817  0104 

0105 

0106 
0111 
0112 

0107 

0108 
0109 

1818  0101 

0104 
0103 

0113 

0114 
0106 

0105 

0115 
0108 

0109 

0110 
0107 
Olll 

1819  0101 

0103 
0102 

0104 
0113 
Olll 

0107 

0108 
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1819  0114 
Ol  12 
0115 

0109 

0110 

0105 

0106 

1820  0102 
0101 

0103 

0104 

0105 
0108 

0106 


1821 

0101 

0102 

0103 

1820 

0107 

1821 

0104 

0105 

0106 

1822 

0103 

1821 

0107 

1822 

0102 

0107 

Ol  1 1 

0101 

0115 

0104 

0114 

0108 

0109 

0105 

0110 

0106 

1823 

0108 

1822 

0112 

0113 

1823 

0109 

0101 

0102 

0110 

0104 

1823 

Ol  1 1 

0107 

1823 

0103 

0105 

0106 

1824 

Ol  1 1 

1823 

0112 

1824 

0112 

0101 

0102 

1823 

Ol  13 

1824 

0104 

0108 

0105 

0103 

0107 

0109 

0110 

0113 

0114 

0117 

0106 

1825 

0102 

1824 

0115 

1825 

0104 

0118 

1824 

0116 

1825 

0103 

0105 

Olll 

0107 

0108 

0112 

0115 

0116 
0101 

0113 

0114 
0110 
0109 
0106 

1826  0105 

1825  0117 

1826  0104 
0101 
0102 
0109 


1826  0118 
0110 
Ol  1 1 

0115 

0116 
0117 
0106 

0107 

0108 
0112 

0113 

0119 

0120 
1827  0101 

0102 

1826  0114 

1827  0118 
0119 
0103 

1826  0103 

1827  0146 

0147 

0136 

0137 
0121 

0123 
0122 

0138 

0139 
0128 

0129 
0135 

0124 

0125 

0114 

0141 
0117 

0115 

0142 

0143 

0148 

0130 

0131 
0133 
0145 


1827  0132 

0104 
0134 
0116 

0105 

0106 
0127 
0126 
0144 
0113 
0112 
0149 
0120 

0109 

0110 
0111 

1828  0103 

1827  0140 

1828  0104 
0106 

0107 
0105 

1827  0108 

1828  0101 

1827  0107 

1828  0102 

0109 

0108 

0110 
0111 
0112 

0113 

0114 
0123 
0122 
0116 

0115 
0120 
0121 

0117 

0118 

1829  0110 

1828  0119 

1829  0111 
0113 
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0114 

0115 

0119 

0118 

0117 

0116 

0112 

0105 

0106 

0107 

0101 

0102 

0103 

0104 

0106 

0108 

0109 

0113 

0107 

0102 

0101 

0103 

0104 

0117 

0118 

0119 

0123 

0114 

0122 

0121 

0115 

Olll 

0112 

0105 

0116 

0120 

0110 

0116 

0117 


0109 

0106 

0107 

0101 

0102 

0121 

0104 

0120 

0119 

0103 

0109 

0109 

0110 

0108 

0106 

0107 

0101 

0102 

0119 

0122 

0114 

0116 

0115 

0118 

0105 

0123 

0103 

0104 

0110 

0117 

0121 

0120 

0112 

0113 

Olll 


1831 

0112 

1832 

0102 

0103 

0101 

1830 

0108 

0118 

1831 

0118 

1833 

0108 

0119 

1832 

0123 

0120 

1833 

0113 

1830 

0109 

0115 

1831 

0107 

1832 

0112 

0106 

1833 

0102 

0105 

0109 

1829 

0120 

0114 

1831 

0104 

0104 

0108 

0103 

Olll 

0107 

0109 

0105 

0110 

0112 

0113 

0110 

0114 

0106 

0115 

0101 

0101 

Olll 

0102 

1834 

0102 

1832 

0122 

0103 

0110 

0101 

0109 

0108 

0107 

0105 

0108 

0106 

0119 

0107 

0105 

0104 

0117 

0116 

0116 

0114 

0120 

0113 

0121 

0118 

0113 

0112 

0114 

Olll 

0115 

0117 

Olll 

0115 

0103 

1835 

0105 

0106 

0110 

0104 

0108 
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HUB  NUMBER  ONE 


Areas  for  comparison: 

1 .  Fine  hair  curls 

2.  Long  ribbon  ends 

3.  Small  less  detailed  ear 

4.  Position  and  size  of  curl 

5.  Length  and  width  of  ribbons 

6.  Shape  of  bust  and  drapery  folds 

7.  Angle  of  chin  and  neckline 

8.  Shape  and  definition  of  nose 

9.  Size  of  cap,  depth  and  number  of  folds 
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HUB  NUMBER  TWO 


Areas  for  comparison  from  Hub  one: 

1 .  Heavier  less  defined  hair  curls 

2.  Shorter  ribbon  ends 

3.  Larger  more  defined  ear 

4.  Position  and  size  of  curl 

5.  Shorter  wider  ribbons 

6.  Shape  of  bust  and  drapery  folds 

7.  Angle  of  chin  and  neckline 

8.  Shape  and  definition  of  nose 

9.  Size  of  cap,  depth  and  number  of  folds 
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HUB  NUMBER  THREE 


Areas  for  comparison  from  Hub  two: 


1.  More  numerous  hair  curls 

2.  Longer  more  defined  chin 

3.  More  sloping  angle  to  bustline 

4.  Reduced  number  of  drapery  folds 
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HUB  NUMBER  FOUR 


Areas  for  comparison  from  Hub  three: 


1 .  Lower  relief  curls  with  more  intricate  detail 

2.  The  nose  is  smaller  and  the  face  has  a more  pleasant  expression 

3.  More  drapery  folds  at  the  end  of  the  bust 

4.  More  detail  to  the  cap  folds 
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HUB  NUMBER  FIVE 


Areas  for  comparison  from  Hub  four: 


1.  Thicker  hair  curls  in  greater  relief  and  less  detail 

2.  Angle  of  chin  has  changed 

3.  Shorter  bust  length 

4.  Different  folds  in  the  cap 
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HUB  NUMBER  SIX 


Areas  for  comparison  from  Hub  five: 

1 .  Reduced  cap  size 

2.  Reduced  depth  to  haircurls 

3.  Fuller  shorter  jawline 

4.  Smaller  mouth 

5.  Different  angle  to  nose 

6.  Fuller  bustline 
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HUB  NUMBER  SEVEN 


Areas  for  comparison  from  Hub  six: 

1 .  Larger  overall  size  to  portrait  most  noticeable  at  the  end  of  the  bust 

2.  Modified  cap  creases 

3.  Fuller  more  rounded  cheeks 

4.  Reduced  exposed  area  of  the  bust  with  increased  drapery 

5.  Bolder  haircurls 

6.  Single  strand  of  hair  in  front  of  ear  instead  of  two 
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HUB  NUMBER  EIGHT 


Areas  for  comparison  from  Hub  seven: 

1 .  Reduced  width  of  bust 

2.  Altered  ear 

3.  Longer  more  angled  jawline 

4.  Longer  more  curved  angle  to  bust 

5.  Fewer  folds  in  drapery 

6.  Unique  drapery  clasp  with  double  outline 
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HUB  NUMBER  EIGHT/A 
AB  1 


Areas  for  comparison  from  Hub  eight 

1 .  Deterioration  of  hair  detail  from  0116 

2.  Recutting  of  stars 

3.  “Bent”  starpoints  from  lapping  of  the  die 

4.  Flat  strike  to  stars 
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HUB  NUMBER  EIGHT/B 
AB  2 


Areas  for  comparison  from  Hub  8/A 

1.  Even  more  pronounced  weakness  in  curls 
2.  Flat  strike  to  stars 
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HUB  NUMBER  NINE 


Areas  for  comparison  from  Hub  eight: 

1 . Overall  small  bust  size 

2.  More  pointed  bustline 

3.  Smaller  more  upright  cap 

4.  Shorter  profile  at  nose 

5.  Smaller  ribbon  ends  at  different  angle  than  before 
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REVERSE  HUB  NUMBER  ONE 


Reverse  Hub  number  one: 

Areas  for  comparison: 

1 .  Small  eagle  reverse 

2.  Center  dot  at  juncture  of  left  wing 

3.  Small  shield  leaning  to  the  right 

4.  Small  shallow  feathers 
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REVERSE  HUB  TWO 


Reverse  Hub  number  two: 
Areas  for  comparison: 


1 .  Large  eagle  reverse 

2.  Center  dot  appears  in  the  shield  lines 

3.  Large  upright  shield 

4.  Larger  better  defined  feathers 
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REVERSE  HUB  THREE 


Reverse  Hub  number  three: 
Areas  for  comparison: 

1.  Eradicated  “E”  in  scroll 
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